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And we all ir Ende th 58 a Kal than 
| ofÞble. It is in; 725 true, that Chriſtians, i in oh 
ntable a eithet Bren, or eb, Have 
perverted to Error 45 Wickednels, even the Grace 
and Truth the Son of God in Perfon hath revealed 
to us. Witneſs that amazing Corruption of Reli- 
ion, which for more than a Thouſand Years hath 


3 Tord * <4 Nane ebf Chfilh- 


The Goſpel in itſelf is a moſt noble Scheme of 
of the Ma- 
t too 


Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of God; 
Pla ind agis dt Meh Cr Ferit dren 
falſe Learnigg, and ſuperſtitious Heads. And, as 
theſe Chafacters have been found in every Age, 


there wanted not Men, even in _ Apoſtles Days, 
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who began to 
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Authority ſuhſtituted 1 1 their room. N 4 
ec, pp. go determine Fai 


 Lyfallible, Judge, wm | 
deride ies, and 9 the hurgh 
2 2 reg. wind of ＋ er E 


5 to- ſerve all the. eos: of Error and. et 
twal Uſurpation 12817 
For this: falſe and deluſive Ling. Sclidal 
were erected, Profeſſors created, and the Study. 15 
it me Habits of Diſtinction, Titles of Ho- 
„great Wealth, and high Pre- eminence. 
chaſe Schools a thouſand Cobwebs were woven, 
a thouſand idle .Books were written, | containing; an 
inextricable Maze of Deception, and, under the 
{periogs Forms of Ratiocination, intoxicating. the 
inds of Men, pleaſing their Vanity, and puffi 
= up with a Perſuaſion, they were poſſeſſed 
8 0 Attainments and Abilities. Whereas; in+ 
Fancies were illuded with Shadows and 

Fade s and Chimeras; and their Wy Koa 
Abilities were only the Art of glozing over | 
and. quibbling eb ou Truth. But in, the Ace. 
time, how was the Be uty of Reli N deformed, 
and ies Purity N Wh t Controverſies were 
ſtarted, and how wiſely decided How did the 
Learned bewilder, and Valo nd e And 
when Inconſiftencies xroved too. glaring and un» 
tractable, ag to eaſe themſelves, and ſilence im - 
Rane Enquiry, Myſtery was made a convenient 
and Cor. for Abſurdity 7 and People were 
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Rejelltion forero1d, the Goſpel, which is the Power 
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U of Underftandibg in zee Mares is. - . 
dittanding an * Belief ef Whatever 'the 


durch pronounced to be Chtiſtian Faick, aud i 

ng thoſe to de Hereicks, under ſeveral od 
fames, and caſtin out of the Cortrthurion 
of the Church, who dated to leo t the Serip- 


tutes, and were honeft enough uc befere only whar 
| they found therein. 25 


But this was not enough — The Power bf the 
Magiſtrate was called in“; and wht the Fan- 
ties of School- Learning, of the Authotity of che 
ittfallible Head could not convine, the ſecular Arti 
was to cotnpel. The Kings of the Barth, inſenſi. 
ble of their own Inteteſts, and thoſe of Mankind; 
eſtabliſhtd by their Laws this ſpurtoue Religion, 
and proſtituted their Power to the vnjuſt Deerces 
of Inquiſitions and ſpiritual Courts fallely ſo called, 
Hence came Impriſonments, Eines; Baniſhrients, 
Tortures, and the erueleſt Kinds of Death. 
Hence flowed a Sea of Blood, and under the Nute 
15 Jeſus, the King of Peace; and Saviour of — 

ind, the moſt & direful Tragedies were 

Thoufftds of valuable Lives deſtroyed."-Thus [Wore 
Pevple deterred from Inquiry; thus their Under- 
ſtandings were fubdued into the moſt abje& Iguo- 
rance, and their Conſciences humbled itito the moſt 
fervile Worſhip of the Bea, the efurped Dominion 
of ambitious Privfts t 

Tris is ROMISH POPERY.. 
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be firſt Step of this Kind, was in the Kat N 
the Great, who baniſhed thoſe Biſhops and Preflpien that * 
not ſubſcribe the Niceze Creed. | 


ther, into "HA 


ures let remitted to be read Fe but 501 
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en, and taken 1. — I 
—. Their abſtra# metaphyſical my Term 
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©" er PDEERT Which, 
Yovgh i in ime] 9 55 better Han the RO S E. 
F oh k eng 
ty, A Ye impoſeth a as 
i | infallible ; "6 5 5 human Authority, and. yet in 
| many Caſes pleadeth, and reſteth' upon it; laſtiy, 


twiteth the Scriptures to be read, but not 25 
gerte; i which is all one, to de onderftoud "mi 
only in the Sc of. Schemes formed and eſtabliſhed 


b) 
| ky kind of Pope in England the Difeiters 
[|  abgut Ninety Years ago conliderably weakened, 
by. refuſing Submiſſion to ſome Forms and Rules 
reſcribed:by human Wiſdom, and eſtabliſhed by 
| man Authority, and by declaring a- new, that 
8 Per ft are, the only Rule of Faith and Wor- 
ip · 


But ſtill the primitive Diſſenters had their 
# own Rules of and Compoſure, which they ſup- 

. ew: were, agreable to Scripture. . The Shock 
Divinity was in the ſame Eſteem with them, as 
with other Proteſtants; ; in cheir Schools it was 
78 taught, and by it their Schemes were explained 
A -fended. 1 Their Miniſters were not indeed 
explicicly required by then to aſſent and conſent to 
* Preſcribed Forms of Faith, __ what are 

criptural ; 


ko At — 


Delivered from the Fears of 
tion, Men begun freely to uſe their Undeſſtaad : 
ings ; the Scriptures were examined wich ware de. 


= human Comments, and e 


from them, and falſe: Alarms were ſpread: 


hath been uſed, and many among 


Vote, 3 Subſcription ſhould be required to the 


AN 


' - ſome Books, and the Opini ſome 1 
tor the Standard of 


to them. Thus things went on, till 9 
Yeirsy When LEA TT at the Revo- 


lunes, O bright, dar n reared--upt her 
heavenly Form, and ſmiled: our happy Lan, = 
yranny B 


tention and Care, and their irus Senſe, 
qa 

of ©.School- Divinity, was ſo i 

Then ſome un Pri Ying: diſco; 

vireg-in-che Books and-Catectſits which the Dif- 


ſenters in Fact, though not in Profeſſion, had made 


the Rule of Faith, ſome Miniſters begun to mary 


the Laity, as if the Fundamentals of Religion mere 
ftruck at. Within the laſt Fifty Tears, ſince the 
Confirmation of LI SER TY by the Aeceſſion of the 

preſent Royal Family, greater Freedom of Enquiry 
us haye gene- 
rouſly deelared- for-it-* 3 while'others, tenacious &> 
the received: ;- as ſtifly 


Ic. ere- 
upon ſome fe Congvegations — (oh 
Miniſters, - that could not fall in with common 
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AD at 222 . ear 17203 when in · a full Body . 
enting Miniſters about. Londen, it was ety to K 


Catechiſm; and carried in the Negative. This ſhould rl 
mg _—_ fret. many 

t can aut o ory, for 
—— of any Synod of * declaring 1 1 Feu * 
Religious Liberty. 


Orthodoxy and ieh En- 


Thivis\DISSEWNFING Lor Harke. 
Popory is not mere ret, ſseing of Pre 
reftanw may be in Errop more dt leſe 3 hut Fopgry 
is bumas Tell and Perſecution, Vherever they 
are ſound, whether among Papiſis or Diſeutars. 
e dan, malcing the Judgment ar Writ 

tings: of any Man, or Body of Men, ſince the 
. — 2 the: Rube of Chriſtian Faith, — 


| E tho hp dither from us in religians 

| Sentiments. And if human Infallibility — 
— found Proteſtants in general, and 
n it is true, they ſa far recaja | 


by of Popery, as they ground their Faith 
ware Schemes, and hate and injure thoſe — 


| reſet . An Inftance of both theſe Antichri: 
ſtian Principles you have in the 


TIE; 3 Tu finda — 


avowing and | 
The Article, — mich Sia thought — 
- ereiſe his Zeal, he hath delivered in two Propaſit 
tions. The firſt, excepting the: Words, all Dinine 
Perfeftions, is taken out of. the Aſſembly's Caiecbijm, 
and is this Mbeiber there are three:Perſans in the- 
Godbiad, the Fatber, the San, and te Holy Gef: 
and whether theſe three are one God, the fans in Sub 
Fance, and equal in all Divine Perfections and Glory . 
The other is — Whether Jeſus Chriſt is the one, true, 
ſupreme God, the ſame with: the Father in Nature, and 
2 with him in all Diving Perfeflions ? Which jest 
ſeemeth ro be framed by hidiſelf. Far it will de 
difficult to find any Creed or Coufeſſion that ex- 
preſsly affirmeth jesus Chriſt co be 7 HE 'one, true, 
Jupreme God. However, they are both i by 


— and can no where de found in 
Sacre 


from him; and one — them, unhappily 


. [ xn 1 

Sacred Wilkiogs: Pat this Gentbmän is 
perſuaded they art —— 
And, if he choĩa to thin ſa dont: 
any body was inciined to give him any Dilturbanite, 
but that he nne c 
Pence. en 111554 "ot $1467 
But to — Schimes of Men's'own'de- 
viſing are commonly contended for, with: grear'Zeal 
2nd Gncharieblenens, while Truth . — 4 
moleſted indeed often, but not moleſting.” 
leſted as this Gentleman was, in a h — of 
Peace and Liberty, he could not reſt, aſt an 
unfriendly Eye upon thoſe he = differ 


to de within the of his Influence, ſelt the 
genuine Effects of it. He uas not ſute he w an 
Haretick, bur the Man kept ny -with Hows 
ticks; he is ſuſpected of 'Herely 
detect him ; infoaring,” unſeriptural Queſtions are 
to him. Being too to anſwer fur. 
ther than he had enn Revelation, this 
Gentleman, too much in the ge of an In- 
quiſitor, inſults him, -chargeth kits with Obſtinacy, 
Stupidity, Blaſphemy; ſers bim in an ill Light be. 
fore his ellow-Ohriftans, h inflaming Ser- 
 mons} brings end eines treats Him 
— ith Difficulty admits his Defence, 
92 his Friends, by threatening to 
5 RR upon them too, "if they Un his 
Behalf; firſt ſuſpends, and nt long cats him 
out of the Society as an Hleatbew and Infidel. © Fur 
ther chan this, Thaur de Sonne. could: not 


N b wh what Mind her reflefteth pats een 
Conduct, is beſt-known to himſelf. | Bur is it pH. 
ſible he ſhould review it without ſome Remorſe? 
— true Proteſtant judge, if this is not the 
very Spirk ef Fopery: How could Mr. S. cenſure, 


or 


za bon „ 


durſt he 


„ 
ot do the leaſt unkind Thing to ga Mau, whoſe 
Chriſtian Life — — not blame? 
Ho durſt he charge him with Hereſy, who pro: 
feſſec an heurty Aſſent to the Word of God, and 
alſincere Intention to live according to it ? How! 
preſume to caſt a Man out of Chriſtiau 
Communion; who made a full, clear, and unex- 
ceptionable Confeſſion of his Faith, according to 
the ee of Trumꝰ A Confeſſion, in the firſt 
: briſtianity,: ſufficient to have intitled him 
to i Fellow with Apoſtles, and the Gifts of the 
| ' How-durſt he judge his Brother, or 
ſet ad nought his Brother? not. indeed be - 
lieve, we ſhali all ſtand before the Judgment Seat | 
of - Chriſt ? And with what Face will: be::appear 
before the Lord of Life in that Day, whe hath 
| — and caſt out one of his Diſciples?: What, 
not one Word of; Charity and Forbearance in all 
the Affair! The only Method by which Chriſtians 
are directed to govern themſelves amidſt alli their 
una voidable Diſputes. Not one Hint af brotherly 
Kindneſs l Not one Inſtance of Moderation, Mo- 
deſty anti Lowlineſs of Mind! What. — 
the Goſpel Miniſter, but all over Inquiſitor, from 
one End to the other! Will he ſay it Was done in 
Defence of the Truth ? But where hath our Lord, 
in ſuch a Caſe, given him any Authority tbus to de- 
fend the Truth? They that are of the Truth, are 
of a Spirit quite different from this. And will he 
call the aforeſaid Propoſitions the Truth? Do they 
not ſtare in his Face as the moſt glaring Abſurdi - 


ties? How can he perſuade himſelf,. that: one Pet - 
b God, ä 


ſon, who is THE one, true, and fuprem 
be the fame with another : diſtinct Perſon, who is 
alſo nE one, true, and ſupreme Con ? Doth he not 
ſee that it is abſurd, that either be one, true, ſupreme 
Sd ſhould conſiſt of two Parts, two Perſons, or 


n Being. 0 or that there * be two, 
2 - _ 


| RP. 2 wal NF I” ng 
true, and 75 
wa, — 7 There inde th 
1 . — = that were connected with 
nnter 'for many Apes do] 
—— . 


ee feeling —.— 
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* n dite of bis 3 
Whereby the principles of thy Re zn in ele 
Wes debt de Parent „ade ende pid 

{ive been worked. into p 


| He exulted>-in oor, 
lwjeh' the ä ů — 7 how 
have Diviaes, otherwiſe! ſober àund — — | 
themſelves” and others, by the Sehos1- 
Learning! By the bold . dale 
MWhirnſies of — — :W | 
are? But che Seri 
— 4 A Being Heb" be 
and dwvell amm uc fic our-Sabtes 
beeums poor: And can E tab /:of 


unn one, 2 . 

unchlaangeable, and cannot — 

umbled, male Fleſh, or 5 

and the Father are one, the 

X. 30. and clearly expluied in ory re! i hey 

are one, Foba-xvii 1 21 22,1 Cor. iii. f, — Y 

But that Chriſt is THE one irue, ſupreme 

ſame in an Nature -with-1he- Father: 3 

Scripture no where affirms. On the contrary, the 

VIE; as diſtinguiſhed from Jeſus Chriſt, is — 
preſsly 


| vw 


Toma fewer bom. riptore, has 
| e bis Propoſition. For Trad 
bf voy wr — — — mer 
2. 43: but. let 8 it is 
Laich: Glrift. Feſus ds vnde une, trusa i; Gods n 
diem in, Subſtance'with the Father. He at attempts 
-t9,qrove ſuchConttadiiens from, de, dach 
m agempt2o deſtray⸗the Truth of Secipture..: Au- 
Mx, S. ſhaultl 70-onſuler his Mtiom, ak amia 
. 6a5:-a6d this Faith; and if he ſis u faſt bound = 
da the Chains of .Rrepeſition, hat be. canot on- 
— Pies — weoarer 


Mich the dame bling. Zak — 
formerly. joined their Eriaſts in the Cundemnesiun 
and. Kerrible Exseutiams of the ſaitliful , Serwanta uf 
xt of Jelos Cheilt ? To avery unprejudiced Eye 

he appeareth; to be a Mad · Who wdueſt dt. violate 
«his Conſcience, or hetray the Truths either ta: fe- 
cure. their Favour, or avoid their atkind Uſage. 
- And have they abuſed' a. Diſciple of qaſus Chriſt, 
who avowed the Truth 22 
| | ſition 


ure Mr. Raw/on'ts.'notis Ser- 


Lic et bun ul e Ws * 
Soles of the 
theie then 
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bur the Error of a few muſt not be clidtged Uppfl | 
£ 4 


— Mg, "Theſe — — the 
A we che, 71 That th Sip ar * ' 


ſenters as 


: {oy by whomſoever impoſed. - "The Diflenring 
n » free Eu. 


Fury, and free Profeſſion, Pra 
 Forbearance, Te and Gand-will trade 


atiity z. and will ſtand as long as there is Truth; 
and Humanity in the Earth, ot a Good 
and Almighty: God-in Heaven, - 

tn and Berfieurion are widely rand Foe 
the Princip ley of Difſenters as ſuch z and this Nar- 


n and avowed Principles, how odious 
in ves, and how injurious to true Religion 
that. unwary Minds may not be deceived into the 


us. But for — our Long J Che 
| jos the Truth, which he hath ſealed, with his own. 

Blood, let us conſider what we are doing. Shall 
ve go on thus to debaſe our Glory ? To unk out- 


B ſelves 


ſelves into a nike," alin pübls Party; a fry, 
Faden krete dean we fel 40 0 f. 
Truth, that its Vit Voice" — 
in our Aſſembnes? Shall we — E. "lit to the 
ugly. antfchrihan Work of jet and Gtencing, = 
eden out ableſt Men, and gen upright Mem- 
bers ? Was it for this our Hoy ka ts fo ber. 
aſſerted and ' ſecured our Civil and Religi 
ohts ? Are not ſuch Methods as theſe the ay 
to deter Mef from ſearching the Seri and 
1 the Principles of their Religion ? But 
then al} de weligivus we know not why, and 
Error once reteĩded will be for ever retairied; — 
we ſhalt be reduced” to the + Principles of Pop 
blind implicit Faith, and human Traditton 


what Pufpoſe is vor! bouſted Liberty, if ve dire 


not uſe it? To whit Purpeſe do we the 
Light, if we may not open dur Eyes to it? Fo 
what Purpoſe the Word of God if we mit- net 
ſeek for its real and | genuine Senſd; but muſt be 
tied to the Dictates and Sentiments of any Divines 
that Have been, or now are? Hew can we, without 
the groſſeſt Inconſiſteney, pray in our publick Af- 
ſemblies, that ibe Reformution muy” be on to 
fill gren s of Perfemon; if in our Practice 
we defeat the very Bleſfing we, deſref What Ad- 
vantage hath the Difearer” if Het to reform, with- 
out the Formalities and Delayy of human Laws 
and Edicts, whatever ſhall be diſtovered to be at 
any Titne, or in any Reſpect, wrong in his Scheme? 
Why doth he reject human Impoſitiöns in one Way, 
it de tamely ſubmits to them in another? Our 
Forefathers rejected what they thought was of hu- 
mah Invention; and what wie find to be fo that 
eſcaped them, we, upon their Principles, are to 
reject ; otherwiſe we only exchange one kind of 
Bondage for another, and while we refuſe Eftabliſh- | 


ments 


& 5400s. Eſtahlichments pt. 2 anz 
And, if this, as ps whac 
Nasse mill, ae in- Congregations? What = 
ml 23 ingic NHS Aen. Com- 
7 6 diho ks grefreodiow i u, 

Feace and, Love and Nrothorlyrkindneſo, the 
n of tha, Gospels, 8 00 to ſpread 
Heiſm, and male Chriſtinky, Waugh the falle 
Prisciples, and inhuman Fracticm ob: Cbtiſtiaoa. 
Scoro and Deroſtacing, v5 the, Mtid b. Th 

ES ho. projeſs great Zeal for 

the, ] wer of , Religion, will beo fbund the: 
ructars of it. ec! Ss Daa 181 147 be 1 ligt eau. 
Lira diftereas dom this! low miele. 
zourable is the Spirit of the Goſpel, 
e, Meekneſt, n Goodneſs, . 
Fe candid... Allowance for Infirmity and 
Miſtake ; ag honeſt, Endeavour to en Know- 
ledge, ;4mpartiat Study and Search of | the Serip- 
915 1 r and regdyAdmittance 


in time. ur H too, will be united, as far 20 the | 
preſent State Things will admit 5 thus Religion 
will flouriſh, and. a 


| 12 v . | 
If che Diſſentere id Liberry esd Loves 
if liſt chemſel 1 other Head and 
Leader hut Chriſt alone ; if they refuſe all Party- 
Schemes, and | upon che ſingle Baſis of univer- 
ſal Chriſtianity; iſhey allow the free Study of the 
Bible, and encourage the Labours of their honeſt 
and learned Men; jt they are ſtedfaſtly determined 
to eſtabliſh their Faith, Practice, and Worſhip, 
upon the Word of God alone, as it ſhall from time 
to time be made known unto them; and upon this 
B Sg 3 Bottom, 


1 


dannn. and no other, have true Aged n, toe | 


not be able at once Go bring 12 
Truth out of Revelation, yet the 1 Day will 
till brighter upon them; and their Caſe, thus ſet 
upon its proper Baſis, - will ſtand, nor tall the 
Gates of Hell prevail againſt | it. But if ever they 
abandon Liberty and Love; if they ſtifly adhere: a 
& ws ay woe 2 - the der Bou 
f Lan Me: Ni- 
aber a thou go, — 2 —— if they diſcourage 
the Honeſt and Learned, that would throw in more 
Light and Truth among them, they will become 
weeks and waſte and 1 * into nothing. 
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Mr. Joszen RAwSo's Caſe. 


nde - (dad: 2 FEE 0 OY | 


* ames Sloſs, who is now. one of the 
. ors of the Congregational Church 
at Notting bam, when he firſt came from 


Scotland to this Place, boarded at Mr. 
. — s Houſe, who has been 
| .Tyclve Years or more; 
this —— an of Up ob heir frequent converſ- 
ing together, 770 e upon a Variety of 
Sub ects. "& 


Mr. Sloſs leaving big By a conſiderable Time 
 fince, and Mr. Rawſon being brought into Diſtreſs, 
and his Affairs into diſorder, occalioned by the un- 
happy Conduct of another Perſon; he was neceſ- 
ſitated to pe to his Creditors, and deſire them to 
take the beſt Compoſition he was able to pay z and 
in order to being this _—_ he 'was kindly 0 
| 3 7 


N 
2.x 


oy i ** 


t 
by a Perſon of anothier Society, who was by ſome 
. eſteemed Hereticaly This naturally led Mr. Rat- 


40 be mate ſrequentiyj with. ghar Perſon than 


retoſbre. 
% ik” 1536. Nr: 3% aa tnd White » 
Deacons, came to Mr. Rawſor's "Houſe, and told 
him, that they ſuſpected he was not Sound; obſerv- 
ing he kept com any with Hereticks ; and at the 


fame Time Mr. livered-to here a Paper con- 
2 the — FR 8 
2 ' ww 1 Y N * BY * 52 CO "T2 4 


I belber Ibere are three Bobs, in the ge. 
the Father, the Son, and -the Holy Ge; and 
«whether theſe three are one God, the'ſame in Sub- 
| Bance, and equal i in all Divine Wa and 


Gly? 


Mr. Ren having rod] . 'afleed, Fer it 
was expected be ſhould anſwer i in the very 2 Words 
the Rueftian ? : 
94 ede i in the ſame Seile; it WIIIl do. 
R. Sup cannot direfly anſwer to your Seu of . 
the Queſtion; muſt 7 follow the Diftates of my otem Con- 


Jeience, or play the Hypocrite with God, with you, and 


| with ay own Conſcience # 12 
S. Follow the Nckates of your-own ,onſcience, 
to be ſure. {} - 2% and — 1 | 
R. e follow be Dilra EAR 
ente, and bah to "Srje of rb if. 
or, tba. 7 by the Co enceof that? ..._. 


S. It you differ, then I would as ſoon communi- 
eate with un Heathen, or am Infidet;:as. TT 
R. * Suppoſe" wy Di/putt” eur r apo 
N e, 799 . T7 | 5910 wy: 


K-40 e ein ni tent uns ie 2001 N 
: . 0 % 5 , , ; : 
1 nern 1 „ 1 4 9288 e * . To 
a ; — 
. ef > y * 7 N * Na 
Me Shakradk,. .. þ "<> ( 8 Che „ 
* 5 " F 


| | t 23 1. of 
. To'be ſure che Church *, Ger Gur 


the firſt and laſt Reſou in this Country. . 


Three Days vere allowed Mt. Rowſon $0. return 
his Anſwer, in which dime be waited on Mr., _ 
and deſired. his Anſwer 40.the following, Queſtions 


«43%H 1,34 wt hen, 1424 40 ur 


Iſt. Whether to Chriftians in genersl, and ta 41} 


the Old and rok Teſtaments, 
Rate of Faith? 


be the beſt and only 


ad. Werben ue chen 87 \ Keplications, of any | 


Men whatſoryer, can be of. that Uſe. and Auibo- 
rity in Malters of Faith, as.the very Wards and 
Expreſſions of the Scripture ? 

To the firſt Mr. loſs writ in anſwer, Les. 

To the ſecond, as follows. 


When, Hereticks deny the true Senſe. of Sie 
ture- words, their aſſenting to Seriptut · words 


is not a fufficient Mean, hy Which we can un- 
derſtand their Leimen 40 be ee 
15 e . Ales Sal Ng non. 


n e en 
In chis Mr. & . 


A of Faith, declared ar his Ordination. 


con to his 


7 to 


— ripe ture. ene 


the Schemes, &c, Men, are a Rule by Which the Senſe of 


4 is to be tried and judged } dvd e Soripture- 


Scripture- Word 
words are * —— — 


the Scriptures have e, and conſequently are no 
emes, Ot, of 


Ng 3 eee 


regulated by another Rl and then the Scriptures ate wat the 
y Rule of Faith, nor in themſelves any Rule at all. Which 


ſhews Mr. Sf forgot himſelf, when ho aliaced 19h Þ 

tion, That the Scriptures are the beſt and ouly Rule of Faith. IH 
he ſhall ſay, that he means, Men's aſſenting to Scripture-words 
is no Argument they — 
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ie (es the theſe bee Que 


TA Wing, Kh 
3 75 rms: 910*: ne aa, 
1 0 10 ichen ir th D 
aber th ; STR wal e 
ws 5 25 are {Mike erſons in the God» 
Father, the Son, and che 1 Gboſt, is 
| . 98 * 7 
32 ihrit pre ans G23 
af of, 4 nt Thar th 0 Ele " theee: e what. 
ie 5 a 4 103 | 
Q. The ſame. in ene. and 4a in a. Divine 


As do bein whe ſame i in "IE this is 
ound in ty Bible, as applicable 


þ tious 


„ K 2 ts 'L * 


notwsA » 


A N greg er 


Schemes, he ſpppoſeth evidently, That Sctipture· words 
— redderd to a —— Senſe j and conſequently, that 


* { d. ith tth Interpo tion of 
— * che ik be Clo but {ce b faite and an high 


In Io - Ad en prufes, aud the Author of them, w 


ock h'a 22 kis Grace for the Sal 
vation of all Men, learned and doth not ſulk- 


| ich 
N ain elf. Y hat p th od to us by 
Pi: $197 why back the Holy Ohat employed his 
koh oper Wir to condey to us the Divine, Will, 
de . to that — RANG 


ö the bye, 
— in giving us the 2 See. A eg For Princi- 
les, under what Form eee , al\yays'turn out In the 
5 of Revelation, 155 drancemient * , * Wiſdom 
1d Avihority, 15576 lla ith is Mine. 
: a — Thin, ür, $/s Haid, Vy 426 pen ad the 
P Mr. Naber taking 2 Bible, ſaid, I 
70 aſon and raed Bo read Rev. xxit. 18. For I teftify 
every Kean 12 B thi e of the Prophriy of this Book, 
OF Mer al adam the The Nn Gad\fhatll. add unto lim the - 
are written in this Book ; and if any Man ſhall take 
god from the Words of the Book of this Prophecy, God Hall, take 


s that 


ei x 


[ 25, 4: 
335 — —. 


15,15 quite abe 
47 va g any Anſwer 


\ 0 + Gat THI — 
y 40 perf fm. *£ 9 9 ie lb 


Theſe wg iven to Mr. 5. n e 
of the Church Ion as Whe 


was a and por Me, 22 5 


written Reply, the 
R. I have given Ly 1 the Anfvcr 1 i can) . 


tue r. \ 


nt ag) <Y 
The, j a Cri iy reg . 
6 2 1 ion. 
| 5 15 ther be 20 17 — my Intellects, . 
it is 3 I cannot he i 
S. Nan gon f Wink 8 1 


think — Av 12 


* . 

a lobes 5540 gg It 23179; 13G $6. . 

N. e eee this-Time, 

to: 2 5 35 jon You" ſhall aſk” me; % for you Mr. ; 
$loſ5,--you 2 at all th th do, hot appropri- 

95 0 e e re 


A bobrong 81651 „oM il; i 40. 10. 
4 805 


the Affairs of a. Fa- 


5 : would. leave me, in 
F «little i Ties Jill 
D gas ft, 44 — 

ne Jak bu ex he. 1 ger, Fe 
| E of mo whatever rate, 
1 I ee yout habe ut bis Paper? 
Aa Sir, you. may ao "whatever you ſe-with it. 
. \banU/e would gan have ts make of it ? Would 
8 10 ge e r what nal we 

< withit? 

R. Yau 


you, - - 


A 


* p 


» | 26 1 a 

X. Your may lay it before whom you pleaſe, or 
do whatever you pleaſe with it. 

D. Well thiſe Notions are very terrible Things ; thert- 

ere I fall leave you 'with this Text, Prov: #xviy. 13. 

Hie thi covereth bis Sins ſhall not proſper ; but whos 


confeeth, and forſaketh i Hall habe Mercy, + 
R. I don't know that ou lay any Sin to my 


ſc Oo 5 N e e even Blaſ- 
hemy n dlaſ ming the 
Name of the Son of 0 e 1 ame 

ſorry for You, and beg the Lord co to dire you, p 


Alter theſe Things, Mr, Sloſs preached ſeveral. 
Sermons in a particular Strain to ſpirit up the Soci- 
ety, and went to ſeveral and diſcourſed with them | 
concerning Mr. Rawſon, 
On June the ſecond, a Veſtry was held on this 
Affair, and Mr. Rawſon being there then,—demand- 
ed of what, be was accuſed ?- , 
Who were bis ee and who wore to ” bis | 
Judges t N 
One Ader d ke had Peu fo; "Ry . 
fo, and fo; that Mr. Rawſon had ſaid. ſome Words 
that were not Sound and Orthodox; other Ar | 


S 


bers ſaid alſo they had heard'fay, Gt. 1 
Re. This is only heatfay Evidente, 1 " hope” you 
will not judge me upon that. - 9 


S. What need you talk fo, Mr, Ren? You 
know I have enough from under Tra dn actin 

R. To that will appeal. = 

S. But I have loſt it; n e me! 
I gave it to MPTP. 

R. Fray Mr. E prodece l. r ah | 

T. I have loft it. r 5 

R. A Copy of the Queſtion — " we, and 


eee &. — 
* . . 


Another Deacon. 


129 1 PP 
| por n.the Papers la Mr s - 


| then 


which 


he had * Artidles ta exhibi againſt Mi. Sly 

and deſired the Brethren. once more to, meas and 

e When s Ne 8% Wie 
ereupon Mr. Sloſs or 30u 40 

and tand bore us, and wgt fit after that Manner there. 

To which Mr. Rawſon anſwered, I am not before 4 
2 Tudicgture, I therefore fit to aſſert . Liberty 
nghſhman'; and Mr, Rawſon aſked, Whether 
be no the "Church had ardered the Qyaſtion to. be put 10 
him? Mr, Shſs anſwered they, 2 not; and took it 
upon kümſelk. Mr. Raw that it 
Was pb, = in hm ſo to Fer wich, Expreſlion 
he is by ſome charged dl Iti-manners.. -. 

Mr. Rateſon hep 7 himſelf to che People, 5 
and ſaid, A for you, my Chriſtian Brethren, if any f 
| der, l bo mm f 0 1 3 

before you a furtber Confeſſion of my Fait ving 
a written Paper in his Hand, he offered to read ĩ — 
them, but  w] refuſed that Liberty by Mr. Shſe,- 
and others. He entreated ſeveral, times for an hear- 
ing, and was often refuled ; till, as he was, puting 
his Paper into his Pocket, one of the Brethren. laid, 
it was. not fair he ſhould be denied to read i, berng upon . 
bis Defence, be qught to be heard. When e 
given, he read as follows ; «A298 2 : 

« At. preſent it is my a Fae cred 
* voluntary and hearty Aſſent to the Truths aig 
« tained in the Old and New e and a ſig- 
« cere Endeavour to behave. in Life and Con 
« tion, according to the Rules there laid dawg 4 are 
the only Terms of Communion that. nee 
_ « ſhould e one of . G 5 

| Accord- 
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: Mr OHA Faller Marghty, Maker 
1 2370 0 Heaven and Earth (8). [tort noinils/ 
And believe in Sur Jefus Chrifh, 

ade only begotten Son og the: Rather, (b 
a ee made all Things (0 
a made Fleſſ (c, and Iuffared Death, 
> 196 (Day he ro ag from th Dr the 
baren ird Day from the Dead Fi 
77 tiara — Al) Peet in- 
2 — 2 99111} bas 1 
T 8 Aſterwards he aſtondud into 
lord ſkcerb/archorighe Hind bb God; 
1% ende Head over alb T hi ebnen 
of 0662 ol believe int the HolyaGhoft,, who 
bol ansmgbul 10 ved 891g flal ach o ſpoke 
0 366 y19y9 bag HoD 03 ernie 110 gvorggs 
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life's Maga e 
| 5 5 ahh 


eras a tel e, 
10 
eee 
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1 Tim. 11, eee A i 


1 1 2 A 
* ; ha xxviii. 6—175 be is riſen. 
wato them, 
ae hm, fo 4 


CE ae 18, Ret Fran go 


to be the Son of ( 7655 wird Power 8 
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0 Beenlirbn, 1 N. Cod derbi cba che Chriſtian 
Religion ſhould ever be pr. dy Force or 
Herſecunoh, which dock hot con It in u or 
hypveritital ; Proleſſion, but in a ſineers and undiſ- 
Tembled FaitkgtAnd [therefore 25 none HH to 
e uſſuſſe to imſelſ the Power of judging concerning 
zit ban God the Searcher of Fleartez be hirn = ly 
: tet bedr it to a ttue Judgment concernin og 
-every Man's Belief: pn Tea come de 
2 and ſtrive to. eduee thoſe who,” in our 
0 hold Errors, into the wa of Truth, 
beqʒdod Officesrof Clarity nod Benevolence. 
„without hrrogeting td ourſtieta A 
the Conſtienges of others; and aut of a Erivus Re- 
- gard'to the laſt great Day of Jorge, let us 
approve out Conſcienees to God te ar — — of 


2} 
C7 pc 


up om his 
dos n a deter. hae 12 rl 
When be bg. we hy ev 


Paper 2 oor 

\ ona pit ſont . N 

at; Vörehe Taper was put imo Hi Bland ts read 
to bimfellz tor Ryu Gul te — a road 


2 44d wi — MR 22 & 7 


wie — * dy woos IP 25 * Ain Den 
+7 vm eg „ N 77 e 0 
—_— xvi, ALA Fen ruth is A 


22 oy —— 1 FARO 4 hop fo Wa thy If} 6 6A . 
Jobn Wii eee my Diſcigh, i 


IF 


551 12. xvii. 31. 2 25 will the Wer It a Righteouſneſs, 
„ At xvi 31. He ell judge 2 : 


over 


ä 
DDr er e took no 


further notice of it'; Mr. Se called out to 
| proceed to Suſpenſion. Then Mr. Rawſon deſired 
to know, if that was the'Setiſe of the People? Mr. 
Sloſs ſteraly- anſwered, "that if xy one. appeared for 
bins, they would give the greateſt ſuſpicion they were equal- 
guilty; and tefired, they would procted.to a Vote, to 
fee if bf Mp. — did not 7 deſerve Suſpenſion from Com- 
murion, or the cation, as he called it. 
Mr. Rawſon Slat a Proof of their Authority 
to ſuſpend. Mr. B--x;the' other Paſtor anſwered, 
it bad been a Cuſtom. in that Church for Twenty Years, 
Mr. Rawſon replied, if Cuſtom be a Jufficiem Proof of 
,- then the Church of Rome might be juſtified. 
in all her errontous Prefiices; for tbat ſbe t lead 
Cuftom for more than twice twenty Years: And — 
he foould be ſuſpended, would they look un bim as a Bre 
ther? Mr. Bn anſwered, Ten. Then ſaid Mr. 
Raum, F I be a Brother, L have a Kb. all tht 
| Privileges af @ Brotber z, and fo I intend 14 (ommunicatd 
with ya an Lord's-Day next, to: White Right 
and my Ghatity.' 
es Mr.-Sloſs ide aloud for the AGſten ay 
of che Civil Magiſtrate, three ſevergl) Times, and. 
made tion to a Gentleman there, preſent, 
who is Son-in-law to the preſent Mayor of the 
Town, to have the Magiſtrate* s Aſſiſtance ; and 
rag 65) th Com, eine, don's Tet us binder 9 2 8 
by beati tall any e fe Mr, 5.5 | 
what is 25 Cuſtom ?—let-ns proceed. 
ly the Votes of thoſe Peek were 
a and it was carried, That Mr. Rawſon ſhould be 
;ſpended/from Commumion; ſixteen Yes to four No's, 
And alſo further put to the Vote, and carried, That 
be ſhould withdraw while the Suſpenſion was pronounced. 
And Mr. Sloſs, in a magiſterial Manner, ordered 
him to withdraw, which he refuſed to do; pleading, 


that the worſt of _— were allozved to be preſent, 
whilſt 


[i 11 3 
og inſt them. Bun Me 


2 ra ty Judgment was pronounced 
to be e, el wi ee of he Church ; 


and then ſaid, Mr. Rawſon, v are new 
from all the Privileges of this Church, till you ſew 


Repentance, and ihe ee eee 


Jon again. 

_ next. Day Mr. Mayor. far far Mt. Ane 
and threatened him with the Penalty, or Impriſon- 
ment upon N if he gave the Church 

ay Pünder offering to communicate : os 
pl mA WA y..Di 1 5 1 22 refuſed 2 
Cu o. which he anſwered, That 
2 8 15 next bim, and ſhe aid nat think 
77 an LD, r, Jbe would give hin the Cup 


10 5 we ra nat producing, the, deſi red Effects, 
Ren Relations were, applied to; and by 
aſe s, and thole of. ano] 70 3 

| for 12055 b bad 2 great Value, M 
miled to wit draw, and not Riots 2 
the next Day; upon Condition the fame Queſtian | 


might be TH to ſomg other Member of the ſame 


. ich was then i ee to be done. 

77 0 tics 175 n had notice 
given hic t 7 He eſtry again, which, he 
accordingly 


5 now. they laid a of  Miſbehaviour 

his, Char 8 n at the late Veſtry, in 
nol ſtanding ar a l. Sloſs" s Command, and i not —. 
ing the d when ! ordered; and after ſome 
ſhort Pie courſe, that Head, Mr. Sloſs dictated 
the followi 55 wen, which was then written by 
one e given to Mr. e to 
oli is a, \ Werkes time. 


Whether eſus br it; "the one, true, ' ſupreme God, 
be reg 3h oy the Polo in Nature, and o_ 
* _ 
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with dim in all Divine Perfeflions * Which Quef- 

* . tion to be anfwered in any Words 145, Rawſor 

55 plas ts expreſs e , provided they come up 
„ * 


Nr. Rawſon defired a Jonger time, but was denl 


. at the time appointed, and when they 
met again, he read and delivered 15 following. 


a Fx izxps, 


"AcxnowLepot the Goodrich and Four of 

Almighty God, and eſteem it as an ineſtima- 
« « ble Bleſſing, that he hath pleaſed to give us his 
« written Word, which his own infallible Spirit 
« hath dictated, to be to us a perfect Rule of Faitlt 
« and Practice. I would by no Means neglect this 


..« Rule, but endeavour. to underſtand it as far as I 


« am able; and according to my Ability and Know- 
* I anfwered the firſt Queſtion put to me; 
alſo gave a further Account of my Faith, as 

« | thoughts able to the Scriptures : For far be 
* it from me, to think my Words, or the Words 
« of any fallible Men, com e to the Word of 


„ God; I hoped as a Chriſtian, and a Proteſtant, 


« hereby to have given * all the Satisfaction you 
« gefired, and as none of you have been f kind, if 


*I haveerred, to ſhew me wherein I have miſtaken 
* the Scriptures, I think the ſecond 
- *© ſigned rather to perplex than inſtru and edify me. 


Queſtion is de- 
But, dear Chriftians, conſider that Paſtors and 


Teachers are given for the perfecting of the 


« Saints, for the Work of the Miniftry (a), and 


| « not to dote about Queſtions and Strife of 
* Words (6). | 


4 Therefore, as I am nota Man of Letters, I 


6 deſire Mr: Sloſs to give mein a writing now be- 
« fore 


(a) Ek. te. 12, "00 1 Tim, vi. 4. 
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1. 950 (aid, ' is 1525 0 
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tion. FT * 25 — 2747 72 * » wy 9 ſ 12 


| ee; 7 a 15486 Abe hen 
Re Th 


FEI, + A *F- { * 
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eee, jy 


ther in 15 
Fi Ibo ol arte = | 
15 4p geadſe to Father und Sh 


eee 

ITS a all Things. 

| 72 Veen i. 2, 3. VE his Son, whom be bath zippoiibit * 
e the Pos de being 

rightneſs of "del and expreſs « of bis Per Wy 

vo e 1 Ws — 


A, 
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A1 pan: who pike the DireBion of thi infallible 
wry of 'Ged. And th 2 85 e 

he next Day two, of the Deacons acquainted 
Mr,. Rawſon, hr the Church had determined to 
exclude him and ordered him to attend the next 
Friday, viz. uh, ro hear'thar Sentence pronounced 
de „ and leſt him with thele \ Vords—Yhe 

erp you. 

Mr. . did bot attend them at that Veſtry, 
eqolidering hat, when they had voted him t — 
ſuſpended 1 n denen, they alſo ordered hi 
to be abfent mh they. pronounced that Sufperif- 
GY and upon hi Takin © to withdraw, the next 
Veſtry they — — him with Miſbehaviour; an 
the ſame Di Nen *gain Lal He ſeri t the 
Tagen 1 


- Dear Cuntorcay Mata, 


T HAVE ſeriouſly thought on the Meflage 
1 brought from the Church laſt Saturduy Morn- 
ing, and as thoſe Queſtions, that have been put 
* uno tne, were not made the Terms of Commu- 
« bion when I' was taken into Church - Fellowſhip 
* vith you, but habe been fince bfought in by a 
Stranger, who is ſtriking at the vety Foundation 
of the Congregational Church ; I therefore defire 
* more time. Forif you would draw op Artieles 
to ſubſcribe, after due and ſerious eratidn, 
Iwill fign any thing you ſhall draw up, if poſſi- 
* bly Jean. If you will Wr with this my Re- 
2 queſt, I do aſſure you, I will not give you any 
trouble the next Sacrament-Day. From our af- 
'* flicted and proſecuted Brother in diſtreſs. 


Joſeph Rowfen, 


Mr. Bowls iz no „ Anſcer to this Letter, 


8 vent to a Member of the Church a Day or — 
| : ter, 


r 


, 


11 


after, to know what Determination they had core 
to, who told him, they had proceededto Extommunita- 
mon ʒ to Which Mr. Nateſan anſwered, that the Clhred 
bad not acquainted bim with it in atyzway and defired 
that Member, to g 4 the Deacons, and git bim 4 
Copy of what they had charged him wal ru the Form 
of the Excommunication itſelf. f. 
Upon this, two of the 3 A 
Rawſon s Houſe, and told him, . «hat be wu Buren 
muniruteuʒ but they refuſed to give him 4 Copy of 
any Part of their SANIIHS LM (5 $1450 ; 
Then Mr. Rawſon went ſevrral af the Mem- 
bers; and preſſed chem very hard ſdr a Copy, alle | 
ing, that no Ruaſom being ee ee His \Dv 
cumiuunication, Be was teft to the Inventivn.or' Malice 
F an ill. nuturtd Moria, to ſuppoſt Crimes againſt bin. 
ſuch as Fancy or Malice might invent m ae hm. 
To which one of the Deacons ſaid, that M/F. Sloſs 
u * hrs Cop, becauſe he fuſpefted de 
it To'the 1d, as be bau dune other: things 
that bad paled. Nr. Nauen Thur de wer 
glad to ord ut, tat, that they began 10 be affe of 
ſuch their Proceedings "and foon —— 1/08 the 
neee % 20 5 


Sixs, | 

FT 4H E Deſign'df chis, is e oy is .- 
1 Plain. of the Treatment I have met with, 
ulate with you about the 

66 hoot you have given to the unchriſtian Temper 
« and Proceedings of Mr. Sloſs. 

6 Conſider what he hath done, that enn be of 
4 afl Adv to yodr Society, or Cheiſtiini 
* wy when his Behaviour toward me 
to be made publick to the World, 

Pray make it your own Caſs, Sade 
« Mr.'$/o/s to have Erftertained an Opidion, 

* "FF dne of "oo is Heretical, as to acknowledge 


Ca « ing 
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9cing the Deity of the Son of God, (which: he may 
t as well-do: to you, as myſelf, who heartily be- 
4.:Jieve-the Doctrine of che a as red in 
the Scriptures.) an 
3.64 And — a Kung the Advice of 
**. the. ApoſtJes +, to convert and reſtore you, gives 
« you Queſtions to anſwer. in writing, refuſing to 
+t/write-down auf Explanatzon of is Tous 1 
mu bhis Queſ tion.. A l 
10 , And declaring he would as fon conmugioage 
with an Heathen. or./ an-Infldel/-as you; if you 
-46:d6wt aniwer in his Senſe he had given 
edit under his Hand, that the — we gy were tile. 
-4\beſt and onſy Rule 'of Faith and Ko 
And; he was to queſtion all the. Mem- 
bers of your Church in the fame Manner, whac 
. would be the Conſequence? !. s 
Zl, If you ſearched the'Seriptures i in onder to re- 
turn an Anſwer (as I have endeavoured to do) 
4your will: meet with the ſame Treatment As me, 
except Mr. S/ ſhews. reſpeRof Perſons. 
„ I you are ſo happy as to happen upon his 
$2: Sanſe, then you are to: be eſteemed Orthodox 
« with him; as if ſpeaking of Words, or emiting 
"4 Sounds, without meaning, qualified for Commu- 
* nion in a Chriſtian Society. 2 
I indeed anſwered his Queſtions as far aß al 
gerſtood hoping here as] Wan 2 Lan 
„ age. ng thereby to avoid gi ee 
to him, and at the ſame time the eaſier, Satisfac- 
es tion to you. But 1 found myſelf miſtaken. 
2 laſtead of ſnewing wherein I had miſunder- 
1 ſtood the Scriptures, or in what particular I was 
„ exroneouss Mr. Sloſs pronounces me an Hexetick; 
« and you (implicitly I believe) agree with him, 
% without conſidèring, that if I had erred, it might 


40 de ah an Error as eie, Man, ble 
1 | ; . 66 


. " ' * 6 & 


ms * 4 foi xiv. 1. ** v. 19. 


* 


( 9 1 


„holds the Scriptures to be the Rite of his Faith 
«« and Practice, might fall into or itmight be my 
«'fimple Miſtake, through. want of Learning,” and 
the weakneſs of human Underſtanding.” Ifethis 
be the Caſe, then to judge me Heretieal, was 
<« moſt unjuſt and unchafitable. eee A 
And pray what Advantage \dbes'! Nil Shs 
0 bring to Chriſtianity? Or docs he by theſe Frac- 
« tices ſet off the Principles of the” Diſſenters in 
« any becoming Light? 
Does he follow the Exainple of the bleſſed 
« Jeſus, the Lord and Inſtitutor of our Holy Re- 
<« ligion ; the Searcher and Knower of the Hearts 
40 of all Men; who admited” even a Judas to 
“ Communion,” when Satan had entred into hts 
« Heart, and he had agreed with the Prieſts to be- 
<« tray his Mafter.?" 
He who finds out the Man that had bees blind, g 
c and comforts him when the Fews had caſt him 
« out, or excluded him for not ace in their 
4 Senſe? * 
He who; in the Parable of the Tares; reſtrain 
4 his over-officious Servants from being too buſy in 
„ rooting up the Tares (which whilſt they ſlept, the 
Enemy had ſown) giving them to underſtand, 
« that it were not they, but the Angels that were 
appointed to that Office; neither was that the 
*< time, but the End of the World, that the good 
* Seed was to be ſeparated from the bad ? 
He who rebuked his Diſciples (with bay 
„ know not what Spirit ye are FI for their deſi 
e of puniſhing the Samaritans, who indeed refuſed 
« Chriſt z and were Hereticks and Idolaters, and 


« erred in Matters of Salvation, worthipeng they 74 


* knew not what? 
And how do theſe things that bave lately been 


os tranſacted, agree 13 the New ee ; 
3 : 66 


5 * 


ig che Hey a. 


= Yr. 4 

Fregepts e 
ob they end to deſtroy the 0 — 
«, d comment Tok ed of LAS A's 
«. Relatives, and aur ee 
. countenance all Perk ed . 0, To 
Church of Rag; which —— you! would 
fem to diſallow, but in GE follow — of her 
„Methods of reckiming 
Review the whole, 2287 1 5 


* of qur 


50 Pride could Roe Mr, S an- 
ner be has dong; and 72 eee. 
4. could lead you to join 


HI hays erreg, who of you . endeavoured 
* to canvince —— of it, wh RESI Ww Eau A ? 
I would always. bs aged ip, Cop 1 75 and ug 
40 ways tenacious of my own - 3 but. at pre- 
1 ſent, am nat conſcious of any Error, ns be * 
2 „ ſo unhappy 1 to haue hi 


it 2: * me, 
66 OLED I — — Rt: Hereſy, 


not accuſe 
o after he has allowed 1 — 
| 7 beſt and only Rule of Faith 


P raftice, ſets 
vp his own Senſe, as a Standard for you. and me, 
„ Ming as if he was infallible, though Rap; be 
« will not pretend to t. 
y him I am cenſured, and b you I hear am 
cluded from,Communian. 1 bleſs God, 
I St, Paul, That if thou, ſhall con- 
. feſs with ty Mou the Lord Feſus, and ſbalt believe 
u ii ibjne Heart, that 2 bath raiſed bim from the 
« Dead, «hou ſhalt. be ſane 
. But 1 leave what 1 — aig to, your our, Exjous 
15 Conſideration, hoping you will, like Men of 
44 Integrity, review what you have ous and lay 
2 22 all Bec dier. 


Tours, G. 
Joszen RAwWon. 
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A FURTHER 


DEFENCE 


OF THE 
COMMON RIGHTS 


OF 


CHRISTIANS 


And of the 


| So3rIctsncy and  PxzezcTION of 
SCRIPTURE, without the Aid 
of Human Schemes, Creeds, Con- 
eſlions, beck 1 
| Occaſioned by 

Mr. SLoss's pretended True Narrative of the 


. Caſe of JosxrH RAawson, who was excom- 


municated by the Congregation of Por- 
STANT D1sSENTERS, meeting in Ca/tle-gate, 
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m_ A FURTHER | n 
D E F E N G * 


COMMON RIGHTS. 


of 


CHRISTIANS Se. 


UCH is the natural Imperfection of 
8 our. Minds, or Revelation itſelf is 
why ſo ordered, for the Exerciſe of 
our Integrity, that Religion, as well 
as other things, may be miſtaken, and 
made the Subject of Diſpute and Contention. But 
to have our Principles ſettled upon the Foundation 
of Truth, is of the laſt Importance to the right 
Conduct of Life, and a well eſtabliſhed Peace of 
Conſcience. Therefore in religious Conteſts, he 
that is wiſe will not be haſty in giving his Aſſent. 
He will Judg e for himſelf, and he will judge freely 
and 2 f. y. Yay ying aſide all Prejudice and Party- 
e will keep his Eye fteadily upon Revela- 
COR and will regard no Arts a Man may uſe, nor 
any Airs he may aſſume; ſince Error may be 
covered with payne Colours, and ar may el. 

aſſert 


a PIR with great (I upon Grounds 
| weak and uncertain. Every one feeth this Condud. 
is juſt; and I deſire. the Header, would/gbſerve it, 
Chile J am making a few Reflections. upon Mr. 


Siuſe's True Narrative. 

The Names,. ee this Gentleman 
hath currently appli as cannot fall in with 
+ Pak 5 co 22 e ec 

iour. is 0 
and — aa ore 

on among t n givin Names, 
is a ö —— 5 and the moſt 
bs! e mpy. be 12 Haage in 2, 9 ca 


of 2 About Feulsse 118 Fears ago, 

lived one Arint, a Preſbyter of — from him 

Rep r coined i Name of Diſtinction and 
h, which hath been continued to this Day. 

aeg Detail inſinp: pate, x "has choſe hp 

ro aſſent to his — r n e e — - 
Al A MYJEY, a 

e wy r 


my —.— that be miſtaken. 


Keen to byjld Faith cog- 
2 
a lingere View, 
ä me boſe,» 
"Gpd wayld 
ys plank bes 1 fe 


e any. = tg, . apy 

Loud, I-da,ngs, ſe wha 55 

ng byuld d thei 
Td fly open en Grip ; th 
+ ul, neither be N "gr 


, ra the /tolic imeg, 
wa an . ay © 
. &, wy hi 
cetipos W 1 : 
EE 
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nar, good, nor th 
ng. and ia Bea, And 


holy, LY 
f U 


underſtocd no 
ces of. 


1 * , F which is | 
pnſt e their Princi 
ter all e e en 
the opprobiops. Names of ch. 


Undoing roſe c 
mination, not in che, Diſal 


lightenh 4} 
1b. For ho 
vi 
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bn ont * e it — evident 
enough ta impartial Judges, that the Neglect of 
Reaſon hath been the ee of all Cotromtion in 
Religion. For when Chriſtians were once prevailed 
with to reſign their Underſtandings, they laid 
themſelves open to all Manner of Deluſion. Then 
the ſubtle or ignorant Prieſt practiſed all Manner 
of Sorcery upon their Conſciences, and they were 
duly prepared to ſwallow down the moſt abſurd 
trines, and to give into the moſt ſtupid Super- 
ſtition ; then they Toft all juſt Conceptions of God, 
and his Diſpenſations, and were uncapable of per- 
3 that reaſonable Service he requireth. © 
the Ligbi that is in us be Darkneſs, how great is that 
Darkneſs ! Never could Chriſtianity have been ſo 
wofully depraved, had not Chriſtians tamely re- 
ſigned their Reaſon to human Authority, and ſub- 
mited their Underſtandings to the Dictates of the 
Prieſt. That laid the Foundation of the Craft, and 
by that alone it is ſapported. Do but reſolve to 
ſee with your own Hhes, and the deluſive Scene 
vaniſheth. This the Defenders of old Errors are 
well apprized of; and therefore, as the beſt Means 
of guarding them, wiſely perſuade us to renounce 
our Reaſon in order to encreaſe our Faith. 4s 
But Mr. Sloſs informs the World, That the 
Seriptures were laid afide by many, as doubtful and 
obſcure, and human Reaſon ſubſtituted in their Room, 
p. 2. He is ſpeaking of ' Arians, and every Body 
will underſtand where he intends this heavy Cenſure 
ſhould be fixed; as well as that, p. 3. — forbiding 
all Regards to the: Revelations of Heaven, and ſup- 
preſſing "the Exercife "of Faith - entirely in religious 
Matters, This is mere Calumny, In this he hath. 
done us much wrong, but himſelf 'a great deal 
more, 7 pray God it may not be laid to bis Charge. 
With what Face of Argument, or Probity, could 
he ſo much as inſinuate ſuch an Accuſation ; _ 
2 | | | iram 


* 


from: my Profatory 3 tranſorihetk into 
his own, the very Words whereby I declare, Tar 
Scriptures to be the. great Rule - of cu. Religion; 
„ moſt noble Scheme: of * i 
and Salvation, highly worthy... of the Agi Wi; 
dom, and Goadwſs 228 vg oh 4. Who. could 
have a greater Regard 5 ye than! the 
late learned and — Dr. 73 — And in how 
clear and convincing a View. E 
ture · dodtrine of the Trivity, in his famous — 
upon. that. Subject Let. * | 
ce any Book, ancient or modern, with 2588 | 
a Cloud of -. Witneſſes from; Scripture, ap.lely.ct 
Twelve Hundred and, Fifty Texts, ranged; io) 
Order, teflecling the ſtrongeſt Light N onę, and. 
ther, and the whole demonſtrating the Truth, upon 
this Subject, to the męaneſt Capacities... Let them 
produce a, Funda n their Side the Queſtion, 
upon the fame Foot of ſcriptural Exidenge an 
then we will allow them to, boaſt. But ſuch F {crip- 
tural: Explication of. their Principles, then never 
attempted, they never were able, they nexer cui 
be able. to execute. Their Principles will not bear 
ſuch a Method, but would. inevitably be 
ed by it. For whoever.,undertaketh fully to exy 
plain this Doctrine from Scripture, muſt; take the 
very ſame, Texts that Dr. Clarte hath taken; and, 
if he rangeth them in any juſt Order, the ſame 
Truth for Subſtance, will. reſult, that, = ath de- 


duced. from them. If. Mr. Sloſs himſell, ſhayld col- 
lect all the Texts N Fatber, San, and Haß 


Ghoſt are ſpoken of, ang ſhould reduce chem 10 
their proper: Heads, he would, in ſpite of him - 
ſelf, eſtabliſh what he weakly calls the Arian Seals, - 
He knows Plain, ue ebe will not. | 
| = {11.4 "G17, 22.5 
Me, There is nothing mine in * dene Ml 6 


but the Prefatory Diſcourſe, and the Note upon Mr. — 
ſwer to Mr. Raw/on's ſecond Queſtion, p. 23. 


A .2 BE 
Caſs, und 288 corterds' 5 re ir 

Him Cru And Co. But tlierè is à Piech 
y written a As t Caridor und Judgment, 
2 the Ar- Sts, - * the 
I ſappo e read 
— night Rs Dian of Mind, not 
Vibes Thees to the Author, for pointing our 
uo him 1 ingendor V His Miftakes3 nor without 
Saris Sondern, thit Re"Firh To rar thoſe 
who differ from him ar this Article, with forbid- 
hy WI Regards — bn, Sc. 
För chere the Worthy and Aiktor hark 


n ſuch an ws — FROG ur Regards 
to Scriptüre; ard ſuch u folid xeplicatidn of the 
Texts — — — * as Mr. Slofs 
5 — 4 It is a valuable 

e And — — Krb Vſe to any who 
are defibgus' vinderMaridini the 
he Crista | 


tel befke of 
ltr. 


Ar 8 Mt Knöwn, Fefferal, and blic Profelion 
of chor Whom Mr. 57e invidicüly calls Ariunt, 
war "the/Betfpturte, The Reveliitibn's? 7255 2 
is che ohly Role 'of Faich to ev 

fis on Command, 

— alone, 'our NMafter. e — 4 
3 fill dd cure, that 
ly, Aid one Vet [to them, 

is 2 dhe le Het Ertan KA wfallie Seater 4 

Truth, By Wich we ire fure /all our I 

may, und we ure Willi they ſhould, be fal 
rs Uefirni no bcher FAvotir6F choſe, who u oth 

Make ter s dur Adverfaries, than that we 4 
they may Be jud d and determined by the plain, 

Ghei Senſe of are, rd the Whole Tebor of 

Revehtlott. K 

Neither do we ſubſtitute human Reaſen in the Room 
of Scripture, We are ſenſible of the great __—_ 


1921 a 
of a Revelation, auh thankkfol for the Tg. Goll 
= cauſed to Mine in dr 'Darkdels, Which we're 

cbuld hever hve been ferack dat by ary h 
man r Wiſdotm of u cbrrupe 
ahd 'degentrate World. Indeed, dn the Ute H 
we do rig 'Tulf —— "wich eee — 
moſt excellent Kno lis in d 
dhe Uſe of dur rational — — 

ful ſerious cation of tem, Lo we vupect to find - 
the · true Senſe of deripteires yet, n the 6 
N R 6 bor Ee w ee, Thar in cn 
could Fo other cone vo che K 
we dare uſe nd of Afr, ebined by 
Wie; ſoch ke dite Wwe ente of if Ybe Beg 

17555 n Bree Mme Perſons, Cann 

Enumdiſon, inulual eee vion, pon. 
hor, Le, Sec. ways of ſpenleing which the Spirit uf 
"God rityer tas, und Which neither Mr. $of 
ior any ötlier Man ever did, or can underſtatid. 
— adhere cloſely to the Words und Ptiruſes'of 
— which We believe do fully and ſufficiently 

els the Truth Titended to be 'coiveyed te our 
ds, Such r dir Righris Yo Revelation, dit 
bo dare not indulge ourſelves in framing unſeri 
al Suppofitions, us the pretended Or do, whe 


hate, Upon thils Article, forged nd ſmall Numbür 
"of che moſt Wind and incotterent FporBaſcs; wirk- 


dt amy Foundation in the Word of God, or de 
r of things. Having once forſaken the di- 
PRE T th, , They act 2. again the ſame 
iche old Corrupters of natural 2 ; 
jobs vam m their ien, 
ute content with hat is plainly — —— 
neither add nor ditniniſh, from the Fund of our 
*own Invention. Such Regard haue we to Revel@ion, 
that We found our Explications of it, not 
'the Figments of our own Heads, but upon the 
expreſs REY of Feſus a — Foo 
on 
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Reaſon and Underſtanding to be informed and en- 
lightned by his Divine Inſtructions ; got. upon any 
ſortad Senſe of Words, but upon the eaſy, natura 
and obvious Meaning of Scripture, fairly compared 
with! Scripture ;. ſo that any Perſons, of common 
Senſe may plainly ſee the Truth in its full and juſt 
Eight, would they but read, think, and judge with. 
out Prejudice. Give me Leave to propoſe one 
ſingle loſtance. Aeg that diſputable Text, 
Jalm v. 7. There, are three that bear Record, or 
„il, in Heaven," the \ Father, the Ward, and the 
Holy. Ghoſt, and theſe three are one: The Queſtion 
is, In what Senſe are tbeſe Three one? It is in the 
Greek, tbeſe three. are iv one Thing. How one 
bing t As the Argument here turns upon a Scrip- 
ture Mode of Speech, {earch the Scriptures and you 
will find Six other Places, and no more, in the New 
Teftament,, where this Manner of Expreſſion is ap- 
Plied to two or more; Perſons, affirming that they 
are ung namely, Epb. ii. 14. 1. Cor. ii. 8. Joby 
xvii. EI, 21, 22. — K. 30. Carefully weigh and 
compare theſe. Places, and y6u will ſee the Senſe 
clearly and fully determined by Scripture-Evidence. 
Let us begin with Epb. ii. 14. — ver. 11. Wherefore 
Tememnter, that ye being in Times pat, Gentiles in the 
Nb, & C. — ver. 12. that at that Tame Ye, Gentiles, 
worse quithout Chriſt, being Aliens from the: Common- 
braleb of Iſrael, Cc. — ver. 13. But now in Chrift 
Jeſus ye Gentiles, who ſometime were afar off, out 
ol the Pale of God's viſible Church, are made nigh, 
are taken into his Church and Covenant, by. the 
| Blood of Chriſt ; ver. 14. For be is our Peace, it is he 
who reconcileth us Gentiles to the Fews, 1who hath 


made both, Jews and Gentiles, i» one. What? In 
Sulyftance and Eſſence? Do we Gentiles, and the 
Jews, as many Thouſands of Perſons as we are, ſub- 
ſiſt buy in one Subſtance, c. Nothing can be more 
extravagant. But Chriſt hath made both one, 0 4 
5 . 8 is at 
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hath laid the Foundation of our-Unioz, by — 
down the Partition Wall, which kept the Jeu 
Gentiles at a Diſtance, and ſo hath made us one ſpi⸗ 
ritual Body, or Church, in the Unity of Faith, Pri- 
vileges, Worſhip, &r. As it is in the next Verſe; 
ver. 15. making in himſelf of twain one new Many 
and ver. 16. reconciling both unto God in - onexBodys 
This, I think, can admit of no Diſpute. ++ Naw 
turn to 1 Cor. iii. 8, — ver. 4. For while one ſaitb, 
am of Paul, and another, I am of Apollos, are ye 
not carnal ? ver. 5. Who. then is Paul, or who. is 
Apollos, but Miniſters by whom ye believed, &c. ver. 
6. I have planted the Goſpel firſt among you; 
Apollos watered, he came afterward and further in- 
ſtructed you in it, but God gave the Increaſe, ver. 7. 
So then, neither is be, Paul, that plantetb any 
Thing, neither. he, Apollos, that watereth, but God 
that giveth the Increaſe. Ver, 8. Now be, Paul, that 
planteth, and he, Apollos, that watereth, are. ane. 
How? In Subſtance or Eſſence ? As if theſe two 
Men had but one Subſtance, Sc. in which both 
their Perſons ſubſiſted. But one Body, and one 
Soul belonging to them both, in which both of 
them lived and ated. That is impoſſible. Ho 
then were Paul and Apollos one? Evidently as they 
had the ſame Commiſſion, from the ſame Lord, as 
they agreed ĩn the ſame Work, preached the ſame 
Goſpel, for the ſame End. They two in their La- 
bours among the Corinthians were all one, in Op- 
poſition to thoſe who would have ſeparated them, 
and made them Heads of different Sects, as if they 
" differed in their Doctrine. This will admit of no 
Doubt. — Now take Jobn xvii. 21. — ver. 20. Nei- 
ther pray I for theſe, my Apoſtles, alone, but. for 
them alſo that ſhall, at any Time, believe 9 | 
through their Word; ver. 21. That they may all de iv 
one, as "thou Father art in ne, and I in thee, that 
they alſo may be ww one in us. What? One. Subſtance, 
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of Eſſence? Surely no. But one, as they are all 
united to Chri/t, and to one another, in the Bond of 
Faith, Holineſs and Charity; even as the Father 
and Son are united in Truth and Love, and mutual 
Concurrence. — Another Text is Jabn x. 30.—ver. 
25. My Sheep bear my Voice, &c. ver. 28. And I 
give unto them eternal Life, and they ſhall never po- 
riſb, neither all any pluck them out of my Hands, 
or fruſtrate the Deſign of their Salvation. Yer. 29. 
And were it poſſible my Power ſhould fail, my Fa- 
tber, wwho gave them me, is greater than ALL, and 

none is able to pluck them out of my Father's Hand. 
Ver. go. I and my Father are d one. What? One 
'- Subſtance or Eſſence? So that the Father and the 
Son, though they are two different Perſons, or in- 
telligent Agents, as much as Paul and Apollas, have, 
notwithſtanding, but one individual Subſtance or 
Eſſence betwixt them, in which they ſubſiſt, live 
and act. Learning miſapplied by Prejudice and 
Prepoſſeſſion, will darken the cleareſt Light. But 
this muſt appear abſurd in the laſt Degree to an un- 
biaſſed Judgment, I and my Father are one. That is, 
my Father concurreth and acteth with me in the 
Salvation of good Men. I came not of myſelf, but he 


. Jeni me. I am not alone, but I and the Father that ſent 


me. I am not alone, becauſe the Father is with me. He 
that ſent me is with me. The Father bath not left ne 
alone; for I do always thoſe Things that pleaſe him. I 
do nothing of myſelf. John viii. 16, 28, 29. xvi. 32. 
4. d. I have a ſtrict Regard to, and faithfully exe- 
«* cute his Will, and he approveth what I do, and 
_ « will aſſuredly ſtand by me in it, and will make 
good that eternal Life, which I have promiſed to 
call who obey my Doctrine.“ This is'plainly our 
Saziour's Argument. And this, Reader, is the 
ſolid and immutable Foundation of our Chriſtian 
Faith and Hope. Here we may ſecurely reſt our 
. Souls, and all our moſt yaluable Intereſts; being 
. firmly 
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firmly perſuaded, that the Promiſe of Eternal Liſe, 
which Jeſus, the faithful and true Witneſs, bath 
given us, vill be executed to the full. For by the 
ather's Commiſſion he acted, and the Father's 


Power and Goodneſs will concur with him in execut- 


ing all the high and glorious Deſigns of Redempti- 
4 Bleſſed 5 the Cod and Ne tur Lord 75 
Cbriſt, who according to his abundant Mercy bath be- 
gotten. us again to 4 lively Hope, 1 Pet. i. 9g. 
No, by comparing all theſe Places together, 
it appears clearly enaugh, that when two or more 
Perſons are ſaid to be an, the Meaning is, not in 
Subſtance or Eſſence, but in Afadlian, Agreement, 
Wark or Deſign. As Gen. xi. 6. The Lord ſaid, 
Behold, the People is one, — Hut is it thus to be ap- 
&« ied to the Perſons in the Trinity “ Yew. For 
our bleſſed Lord himſelf hath given us this Rule of 
Interpretation with his own Mouth, - expreſcly, fully, 
certainly, clearly, without any Difficulty or Obſcu- 
rity, in Joby xvil. 11. Hey Father, keep through 
thy Name thoſe wham thou haſt given me, that they 
may be de one, as we are, — Ver. 21. That they all 
may. be dr one, as thau, Father art in me, and Tin 
thee, that they all may be d one in us, &c. Ver. 22. 
And the Glory which thou gaveſt me, I have given 
them; that they may be d one, even as we, the Fa- 
ther and the Son, are i» one. Which infallibly ſhows 
(if he be infallible, who is ihe May, and the Truth, 
and tbe Life) that the Father and the Son are one in 
the ſame Senſe as Chriſtians are one with Chriſt, and 
with one another. Not by an Union or Sameneſs- - 
of Subſtance or Eſſence, but of AﬀeZion, 2 
and Deſign. Here let him that readeth lay his Hand 
upon bis Heart, and ſeriouſly conſider, Whether be can 
rejeft this Interpretation without rejecting the Doo- 
TRINE and AUTHORITY of CHRIST. | ] 


In all theſe Places the very ſame Manner of: Ex- 
preſſion is uſed as in 5 Jobn v. 7. Theſe three are one. 
mY b | 


And 
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And thus theſe three are proved by the fulleſt and 
moſt -undoubted Evidence of Scripture to be one, 
not in Subſtance or Eſſence, as if all three were but 
one God, one Divine Being; but one in Agreement 
and Deſign, viz. in bearing Witnefs ; for that is the 
particular Work the Text ſpeaks of. And theſe 
being all the Places in Scripture, where two or more 
Perſons are ſaid to be one, in the Words of the Text, 
this muſt be the Senfe of it; or, however, no other 
can from Scripture be proved to be the Senſe. For 
whoever'goeth fairly to work, muſt take thoſe Paſ- 
ſages where the ſame Phraſe is uſed ;. and he can 
take no other but thoſe l have produced. And I 
leave every body to judge, whether he can, in juſt 
Conſtruction, poſſibly take them in any other Senſe, 
I think not. . 
But it may be alledged. —< Unity of Agreement 
is intended in the next Verſe, — And theſe three 
« agree in one. But there the Apoſtle uſeth a differ- 
ent way of Expreſſion from that in the 7th Verſe, 
« In ver. 7. it is, 2s e, are one: In ver. 8: & 28 
% / cot, are into, unto, or for one Thing. Now, 
« if the Senſe be the ſame in both, and denotes 
Unity of Agreement, why are the Phrafes differ- 
* ent? And if the Phraſes are different, - is not the 
«« Senſe alſo different?“ Anſw. The Senſe of the 
th Verſe is inconteſtably eſtabliſhed by parallel 
Scriptures ; and the different Manner of Expreſſion 
in ver. 8. is even a further Confirmation of that 
' Senſe, by the ſame Teſtimony of Scripture- evidence; 
as appears from Places, which in the like different 
way of Expreſſion are parallel to thoſe we have been 
examining. Thus the ſame Idea, in Effect, which 
the Apoſtle expreſſeth, Eph. ii. 14. bo hath mage 
both Jews and Gentiles one, is expreſſed by dt do, 
into one, John xi. 52. And not for that Nation of 
* the Jews only, but that alſo be ſhould gather together 
Ee iv, into one, the Chilaren of God that are- =_ 
TR . tered 
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tered abroad [among | the Gentils.] in dne, and 4342 
theting them d. +, into one, do not differ fromy 


but explain each other. Again The ſame Idea 
which our bleſſed Lord thus expreſſeth, Jubn xvii, 


22. That they; may be ©. one; ds we are ate, the 


_ expreſſeth in the , next' Verſe | by a, #, ind ant. 
Ve. 23. 1m them, and thou in me, that they, may 
be made prrfett & i, in one; or "iq. one. Which 
in Senſe doth not differ from the former, but is ex 
planatory of it. 2 theſe two being the only Pak 
ges in the Greek Teſtament, Which, in the like 
rent way of xpreſſion, are parallel to the twe 
1 under Conſideration, they muſt be deciſive 
of the Senſe; apd I am perſuaded no man ca 
from. Scripture-harmony, new any other Wayic 
ſetling it. 1 conclude then, that the different 
Phraſes, ver. 7. theſe. three, i» doi, are one, in Agree 
ment; and ver. S. and theſe. bree, tc 1d d cag are. 
appointed unte o Thing, or Purpoſe, are ſo far 
from being different in Senſe, ü the latter mani 
feſtly explains the former. 
"Thus che Seng of this Place is fled by falid- 
Proof of Scripture compared with e This, 


juſt Regard we; bear to Revelation, not only in this, 
but in all other religious Controverſies.” | 
And now let the cool and impartial judge, how 
aſtly Mr, 7 09h hath. loaded us with the opprobrious 
mes of Arians, Heretics, jets, Deifts, Agents 
and Infiruments. of Satan, p. 6. 1. 6. 4 confiderable 


Lubbe Antichriſt p. 1. I. 5. = Men, 7 12. 


I. 6. Men of hardened Conſciences; p. 13. I. 7, 4 
' by the God of this World, p. 13,1. 13. Aman, am- 
temptible Arian Party, a N os FaRtion of 
Infidels,- p. 17. l. 13. | Abettors of In 1 J 8 
| e of Truth, . 18. J. 35. 

p.19. I. 13. Fellow - Chriſtians, we appeal to 9 | 


Hat this Gentleman any Reaſon to charge us with © 
n D 3 | maling 


Reader, I have giten as a ſingle Specimen of the 


Faith; and decide Controverfees, I. 36. inventing whith- 
Heal and unſcripturat Schemes,” p. 3. l. 4? Is there 


Javing Faith * p. 17 . 
_ centrouſmeſs, 21 Principles ſo eurabuguntiy latitudi- 
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making the boldefi Innovations upon Seripture-dofivine, 
P. 2. J. 23. ſetigg up human Reaſon” to' determine 


any Argument in theſe kind and generous Reflec- 
tions ? What Proof hath he brought of this high 
Charge? . ee ene eee 


Reader, ſeriouſiy review this one ſingle Inſtance, 


out of many that might be given, of our ſteady 
Attachment to Scripture. See how diligently we 


ſearch, how carefully we examine, how exactly we 


eompare, how naturally we deduce the Senſe of 
Every Text, how willingly we bow to the Authority 


of our Lon p Jeſus Chrif, and ſay, Is this the way 
for a Delage of Error to break f p. 6, I. 19. or is it 
bot the only way to diſcover 'and © eſtabliſh the 
Truth? Is this Ahr inf from the Taub ? p. 7. l. g. 
Rather, is it not contending for the Faith once de- 
livered to the Saints ? In this Way can we #amiath 
Errors fubverſtve of Chriſtianity," or ineonfiftent 408th 
I. 16, Ts this #0 introduce Li. 


narian into Chriſtian Societies, as 10 defiroy the very 
Grounds upon which they are eretted? l. 23. What, 
to form our Judgment preciſely upon God's Word 1 
Is this the Method to tate away all Marks of Di. 


Rintlion berween Chriſtian and orber religious Societies, 
whether Heathen, ' Jewiſh or Mahometan ? What, 


to adhere” to the plain and fimple Truth of the 
Goſpel? What, to ſubmit eur Underſtandings 
and Conſciences to the expreſs Words and Decla- 
rations of. the Loxp Jeu Chrift ? Is this affefing a 
Liberty independent of 'the Divine Will and Law, 
caſting off the Yoke of Heaven, renouncing Allegiance 
to the King of Sion? p. 8.1. 4, St. Inpugning the 


me fundamental Articles of our 'boly Religion? J. 20. 
Is chis 4 deplorable Defefion ? l. 25. 4 woful Back- 
Hiding from our Reformation, and preparing a 


Re- 
Turn 


Fg 
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turn to Anicbri J., 3a. What, to ſtudy and 
ſearch the fairly and im ly; will 
reckon this the unfruitſul Horks of Dar 
p. It. I. 35. Is this the Spirit of Error and Delafion 
that is in fat ftirring amongſt us? p. 17.1. 9. Would 
to God it might ſtir and prevail more and more! I 

am fure every ſincere Chriſtian myſt join his 
| Wiſhes, that the Goſpel of our Salvation may ſt 
be more highly revered, mote ace read, and 
more perfectly underſtod. * 
What the Scriptures reveal concerning che Son 
of God, we acknouledg and believe, We own 
him in all his Offices, of P rophet, Prieſt and King: 
s the one Mediator bbs God and Man, our 
Advocate and Interceſſor, the Surety of the better 
Covenant, the Captain and Author of our Salvation, 


the only Name given under Heaven among Men. 


by which we can be ſaved, and who can fave to the 
uttermoſt. Wo are aſſured of his Incarnation, Death, 
Reſurrection, Aſcenſion to Heaven, where he is at 
the Right-hand of God, exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, and from whence' he will come at' the 
great Day to judge both the Living and the Dead. 
We believe all that he hath himſelf reported, whe- ' 
ther by his own Mouth, or the Mouth of his holy 
Apoſtles, concerning his Perſon, Nature and Per- 
fections, his Offices and Works. We take him juſt 
as he is deſcribed in Revelation; we change no- 
thing of the Goſpel ; deſignedly and knowingly we 
add nothing, we diminiſh nothing, but leave every 
thing to ſtand juſt as it is in the Word of God. 
With what Juſtice then can he ſuggeſt, that we are 
Blaſphemers, p. 5. I. 32. that throw Contempt on be 
Redeemer, p. 12. I. 6. profeſſed Deniers of Chrift, 
I. 20. Men fighting againſt, and oppoſing the Goſpet 
of Chrif, p- 14. l, 7. that believe in Mahomet as 
much as Chriſt, p. 17. I. 32. that bring in danmable 
 Herefis, denying the * that brought them, Pp ir. 
4 1. 9. 
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1.9. that liſt themſelves under a falſe Chriſt, p. 49. 
J. 11. That our Principles are direfly oppoſed to: the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, and ſtrike ſo much at the: Faunda- 
tion of his Throne, that they may be juſtly called the 

' Head and Heart of the Man of Sin, \p.-9. I. 5. ibe 
Corruption and infeflious Breath of the Son of Perditi- 
on, 1. 16. Mr. Sieſt can write, and he can write 
thus. Theſe are his Arguments, this his Method 
of confuting ! _—_ indeed unanſwerablè in kind: 
For what Man of Senſe and Modeſty can retaliate ? 
At this rate he may write on to his Life's end;; for 
in the greateſt Penury of Evidence, be can never 

fail of ſuch noble Materials. 
And when Scripture fairly explained ſo. Seiden 


deftroys Mr. Shoſs's Cauſe, which he builds princi- 


pally upon the Text I have been examining, what 
* hath he to brag ſo much of his Oribhodom, 
6. J. 17. and of being inſpired with a juſ Zeal 
for the Glory. of. God the Redeemer, and fighting for the 
Preſervation "of bis Crown, and: the Dignity of his 
Perſon? p. 9. And why that vain-glorious Boaſt 
of: his having made ſuch a Stand in Defence of the 
Truth, tbat the Adverſaries of the Goſpel (as he cha- 
ritably calls us) are filenced in Point of Argument, 
and driven quite out of; the Field of Truth, p. 44. l. 
38. p. 45. I. 1. Thus he bravely decreeth himſelf 
a Triumph, and wreatheth the Laurel about his own 
Temples for a Victory, I am perſuaded he will ne- 
vor be able to win. Were much for our Regards 
to Revelation. | 
But we teach People, it is their Duty 10 believe 
wothing but *»hat they can comprehend, p. 3. Il. 30. 
And again, p. 12. l. 27. Do they think to take 
SantJuary in * vain Pretence, That it is above 
their Uuderſtanding to comprehend, how the one Su- 
Ppreme, undivided 22 of the Deity, can ſubſe in 
the: Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, in ſuch a various 
_ os: to * them diſtinst Perſons ? my ill 
ther 


1 9 
their not being able to comprehend. the Manner. of u. 
bow: it is, be a Excuſe for their not helitving 
tbe Truth and Ful of it, that it is, ſince. this dt p 
plainly revealed ? To this I anſyrer z that .thejunp1- 
vid Eſſence of the Deity ſubliſts i in . 
Manner, is no where reyealed We e 30008 
therefore whether we can, or eannot co 

it, is 10 Part f Cbriſtian, Fai E 
two about Deligwng Propoſitions and Exc which 


| are incomprebenſible. 5 
IIIA, it, down for a Nauk, That ” Map cop 7” 


believe either, a; Propoſition, or. Fast, which js 
ly and entirely. above bis. Under 2 oo | 
bend., For of. that which: i entirely abo 0 1805 i 
Underſtanding to comprehe we have no Idea 
and that of which we have no Idea, is no Object of | 
Thought, and conſequently cannot be the Sub 
Faith, or of any other Act of our Minds. It Fr] im- 


offible, a Man ſhould . * Third. 2 
ath no Seni or Meaning to: th is 
above the Or — a 5 to comp Wes 


the. Senſe of thoſe Works. Ode} 1 a 
Now ſhould i it be revealed. to him from 3 82 
that they do contain a true Propoſi pots A Me. Sb 
would rightly think himſelf vhliged (x Eliove 3 
did, although he were ignorant of their Senſe, 
But what would he in this Caſe beben A Pro 
ſition above his Underſtanding to pL eg; 
BY no means. He would believe only the LOA | 
the. Perſon, who aſſured him the Propoſition is 
true; but the Propoſition itſelf, or the ſuppoſed 
Truth and Fact JE contained, he elta not, 
becauſe he knows not what it is. And if he knew 
as little of the Veracity of the Perſon revealing, as 
he doth of the Propolition itſelf, he could not poſe 
ſibly believe ,gither the one or the other. Now, - 
though the Words of Mr. Sleſs's Propoſition; es 
ing ro the Trinity, are taken out of common Lan- 


guage 3 
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Fuß z yet the Fat or Truth they ars ſuppoſed to 
ipraty and expreſs, is as much above his Under - 

ſtanding to comptehend, as the Senſe of the Sen- 

tence 1 have quoted out of Plautus. And therefore, 

allowing Mr. $!2f5 to believe it to be à true Propo- 


fition; he only believeth God hath revealed it, and 
that there is ſome Truch or other in it ; but what 
chat Truth is, he doth not know; he hath no No- 
tion or Idea of it; he cannot explain it 3 he cannot 
make another Man underſtand what he means by it. 
Aud therefore, if he doth believe the ſuppoſed Truth 
or Fact of the P tion, he muſt believe he knows 
not What. No doubt, it is highly reaſonable 
1 . ee a cam N 1 7 — to be 
trüe, although it be above my ſtanding to 
cortpreherid the Manner bow it u. For — 
reſpect to Exiſtence, we underſtand in no Caſe at all; 
no, not in our own Exiſtence. Thus I verily be- 
Heve, upon the Truth and Faithfulneſs'of God, that 
all thoſe who are dead in their Graves, will be raiſed 
and brought to Life again. Which Fus Þ do clearly 
underſtand; but the Mamer, how it will be per- 
formed by the Power of God, is quite above my 
Underſtanding to comprehend, and therefore I can- 
not believe in what Manner, or by what Kind of 
Operation it will be effected ; only I believe it will 
be effected in ſome Way or other to me incon- 
ceivable. And if the Fa#, that the Dead will rife 
again, were as much above my Underſtanding 'as | 
the Manner how they will be raiſed, I could no 
more believe the Reſurtection of the Dead, than 
I do believe the particular Manner of effeRing it; 
that is to ſay, I ſhould' have no Idea of it; to me 
it would be quite unintelligible ; it would have no 
Senſe or Meaning; and that Fab which is unintel- 
lgible, without Senſe or Meaning, is as little the 
Object of Faith, as the Manner, bow it ii. Now 
this is the Cafe of Mr. Slofs's Fat. It is not = 
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That 1 one Surnzux UnDIVIDEd Bf 

t of the Deity ſubſets in" ſuch a v axnovs- _ 
te THREE DISTINCT Peasons, er 

3 8. e. that the Eſſence of the Dei 
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®: This DiltinQion of DI el Fe or Diner r 
Fury is alſo attended with other very great Abſurdities, ac e- 
plained by Diviaes. For they are conſtrained to allo and m 
tain that every Perſon is diſtinguiſhed from dhe other two by hit 
own peculiar Property ; otherwiſe they would not he din rr 
different Perſons, ———— para Accoordin 


they- * Begin in the Divine Naturs or © 
— „ an or nl 


5 — ſuhſi hing by if and roly 
other baus, by its own intommiuntc 
pi And if & then it follows, . — 2 25 
Godhead, or Divine Eſfence, has ſome Property which the other 
23 For Inſtance ; the incommunicable unt Giſtin- 
8 or his beiny inde. 
. which Pro — — 


r to the dos, nor the eis, 
to the Farhes ————— to 
. 1 | 
of the Sox is Teva, or being begotten ning Prop 
neither to the Father, a ene and 
bein ——— can belong to «Sturm doom him. The incoms 
municable and di — Vn © Spirit is Exropworss 
or his proceeding from the Father and the Sox ; which 
— neicker" tothe -Facky nor the: dem, but to the 
nos and being incommunicable, can belong to none hut hs! 


Now, ſeeing every 3 Perſons is Wr ere 22 


ON q bo 1 

It, is Mrs: Sloſs's Fact. And it is not only the Mare 
per. of it, but the Fadi.jeſelf, which is above our 
Underſtanding to comprebend. It is the. Tad irfelf 
of which we have no Idea, which, hath no Senſe or 
1 which-is no more the Object of Thought 
14. Sentence delivered in an unknown Tongue, 
and. conſequently no more {the; Object of | Faith, - 
Here Mr. Sieſß miſtakerh.the Caſe ; he zightly ſup» 
po ies /a Faũ ought. to be belie ved upon the Divine 

beſtimony alene, though we cannot comprehend 
the Manner how it is 3 and then fallaciouſly argueth; 
de are; obliged to do ſo, in the Oaſe of his Doctrine 
of the Trinity, But in pgs a the: og + 
0 ¹¹N on 223 6d 27 22 
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ſiſt in the Divine Eſſence, it follows, taterey oneaſheſe 2 
ties, Which belongs to hel Perſons, muſt Abel the Diving 
Effence.” And certainly every Property i in the Divine Nature ng 
Eſſence, muſt be a Perfection. For in a Nature 3 M 1 

no Property can poſſibly be a Defect or Imperfect ence it 
follows, chat · every one of the Perſons. . 60 0 (abt in the 
godhead, or Divine Eſſence, muſt; have atleaſt one Perfectiom 
which the other tv / want; and muſt ant at leaſt au/ PerfeRions 
which the others have. Con ſequently, no one of che Perſqns, 
upon chi Scheme can be abſolutely ES: ery dne 
karsten mo Fevelions) and: one af — * Per-, 


— af: 5 n 
true Godds:compounded of — — 2 ſeeing evt · 
ry herſan in the Diving Eſſence wants two,Perfeftions, which 
the othen have. ISS ane Perſection Which the others, quart; 
Bat this ig abſurd, and inconſiſtent with the aY-perfeft Natare 
of Ged. Nay, further, it will follow, that the Eſſence of the 
one true God, muſt admit of contradiQory and oppoſite Proper- 
ties or Perfections. Fot one Perſon in the Godbead, or Divine 
Eſſence, will be endowed. with the Fropeny, gf, being Unbegoiten, 
and another Perſon with the contrary and oppoſite Property of 
being begetten. One Perſon will proceed, and the other two will 
— So that it ng the ſame time he true. of the Di- 
vine Eſſence that it is Irgetten and not begotton, chat it proceeds 
and doth tot proceed, i is abſurd, and enen 
with the ll perle Nature of God. 30 

Thus this Scheme terminates in thr, or. the denying. of I 
the one eng Lord God, Jude 4. 


fwr 
the Fal itſelf is as much above bur Underſtaiding 
to comprehend, as the Mather of it; and therefore 
neither Las nor Manner are the Objects of Faith. *_ 
But this is not all. We not only cannot com- 
pidhend the ſuppoſed Fas contained in his Propo 
fition/ relating to the Trinity ;, it is not only Ah 
unintelligible, but further we do cleatly enero | 
and comprehend, that it is Poſitively and” abſolutely 
unintelligible” that ic is a Contradiction, which nei- 
ther is, nor peſſibiy can be true, and conſequently, 
cannot poſſibly be comprehended by any Underſtand- 
ing whatſoever." It is of the ſame kind with this 
Propoſition, Vine A TRM] is WHAT 1T 18 
Nor. And they who believe his Propoſition, do 
believe it with the ſame ſott of Faith as thoſe Cbri- 
flians who believe Trauſubſtantiation; or that the 
one undivided Body of Chriſt may ſubſiſt in a Thou- 
fand various Forms and Places at the ſame Inſtant 
of Time. 31. , 
For this Error, great as it is, Mr. Sloſs may plead 
Authorit Education,. Prepoſſeſſion, &c. And the 
Plea entitles him to Charity, and favourable AE 
lowance: But I fear he can lay but little — to 
Candour ſor what follows. In the Begining ** 
Prefatory Diſcourſe," I give à brief, but be ban | 
impartial hiſtory, of the pre ve Corruption of 
Religion, till it was formed into the Kingdom, and 
moſt cruel Fyranny of Auticbhriſt. I was ſenſible 
this would touch thoſe who are not willing we ſhould 
examine how far Reformation hath advanced among 
us, and whether we really have retrieved Chriſtianity 
from every Part of that deplorable Depravation, 


which had perverted almoſt the whole. Mr. Sloſs 


feels the Force of my tacit Argument. And what 
doth he do? Deny the Truth of any Part of my 
Account? That he could not do; the Facts are 
ſo well known, and ſo generally admited among 
6 that with all bis Fire and 9 


aureus 
< 1. 17 a new kind of Learning was invent- 
| 7 contig 1555 . . Notions. A Je _ it 3 
| ne co 0 t ' conſiſting of con- 
tradictory Notions! — very odd . of Light}. 


Ad he deſcribes it, it is perfect Darkneſs. —— L ſay, 


Ayftery was made a convenient Name and Cover 
for Abſurdity ; He, , Reaſon was made a convenient 
Name and Cover for Abſurdity, — The unfiteſt Cover 
Mr. Sloſs could. have invented. What, Reaſon a 
Cover for Ab/urdity? — I ſay, commanding an im- 
icit Belief of whatever the Church pronounced to 
Faith. He, commanding an implicit Belief of what 
ſee, Reaſon, pronounced 10 be Truth, — A fine Defi- 
nition ,of implicit Faith ! It is 1 blindfold 
with your Eyes wide open. I ſay, Human Tradi- 
tion and Authority were ſubſtituted in the Room 
of Scripture; He, Reaſon was ſubſlituted, &c. I 
ſay, a 2 infallible Fudge was ſet up to deter · 
mine Faith; He, Reaſon was ſet up, &c. I ſay, 
the Papel Authority exerted. itſelf; on Reaſon, 
exalted above its due- Pitch, exerted ifelf. Thank 
you, Sir; we readily Rzasow in exch 
for Human. Tradition, and P Authority. But 
pray tell us, when, and how Reaſon can be exalted 
above its due Pitch, I fee how human Reaſon may 
be debaſed, by being miſapplied and abuſed. But 
can there be an Exceſs in the Exerciſe of Reaſon ? 
Or any Caſes offered to our Minds, in Nature or 
| _— wherein Reaſon ought not to be 28 
x | 
. Bar theſe are ſmall things his manifeſt Defign 
is to make the Simple and Unwary believe, that the 
grand * of Religion, which hath yr 


1 63 J 
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, rfected. and ſu ported 3 whereas 
it ro to · all Mankind, that the Oribodox, or 
Catbolicts, as they called themſelves, quite over- 
red the Arians, and. went. on, 25 they bad 
n, wich a high Hand to finiſh the Corruption 


* 


of Religion, and to ſet up the Man of Sin, be 


Romiſh Hierarchy, The Orthodox begun, and the 
Orthodox finiſhed the Corruption of Religion, The 
Church of Rowe is the grand Apoſtaſy foretold in 
the Revelation, which hath prevailed, and pervert- 
ed the Goſpel for more than a Thouſand Years z 
and it is notorious, that the Church of Rome, dur- 
ing that Space of Time, always was, and till. is, 

to this Day, in the Abangſian orthodox Scheme; 
the very Scheme which Mr. Se with ſo much Zeal 
eſpouſeth (though I think he has, at leaſt in his 

Manner of Expreſſion, carried it till further from 
the Truth.) Mr. Sloſs be ignorant, either that 
Popery is the grand Corruption of Religion, or that 
Papiſts ever were no other than Oricbodox ? All 
the World knows the pretended Orthodox did lay 
the Scriptuies aſide, and ſubſtitute human Tradi-— 
tions, and an iafallible Judge in their Room ; but 
with what Front can Mr. Sie ſay the Arians did fo? 
p. 2. I. 34. How can he inſinuate, that the Men 
of Learning and Diſtinction in the corrupt Church, 
were Arians; when, from thoſe very Men of 
Learning, he himſelf deriveth, and holds perhaps 
the greateſt Part of his Divinity? How can he ſo 
boldly affirm, that by the Men of Learning amongſt 
the Arians, a thouſand idle Books were written ? 
Four or Five Scraps of Books, written by the Arian 
are now extant,. viz. the Fragments of Philoſtor- 
git Eunomius, Aetius, Aſterius, and the Author of 
the imperfeft. Wark upon Matthew. But, beſides 
theſe, I queſtion whether Mr. Slaſ can name five 
Arian Authors, that wrote during the G__ 


5 


˖ 1 x 
4200 Years, from! 312, when -4rius'diſtinguiſhed 
| himſelf, to the Year 1500! about which Time the 
; Reformation began. And&iF he could make out Ten 
Arian Books, his Friends muſt be very good, if 
they throw in the odd 990, (a trifling Sum) to ſe· 
eure him from the Charge of MAK NO HI $ 
and to reconcile his Aſſertion with Truth. But t 
World hath long groaned under Loads of idle 
Books, the Pres of the Orthodox- Schools. 
The pretended Orthodox were the Authors of the 
Inguiſition, and have employed that eruel Engine 
of ſpiritual Tyranny in Support of their Principles, 
for near Five Hundred Years. But Mr. Sos: cannot 
but know there never was ſuch a Thing as an Arias 
Inquifition, p. 4. l. 14. He cannot but know that 
our firſt Reformers did not reform from Arianiſin, 
or Arian Popery; but from the Chureh of Nome, 
which was as violent an Enemy to Arians as che 
Reformets themſelves, and indeed had quite op- 
preſſed and ſunk: them into Obſcurity, if any had 
were, many Ages before the Reformation; + He 
cannot but know, that the Nyſt Reformers, what: 
ever other Part of Popery they corrected, made not 
the leaſt Kenna mp upon the Article of the Tri- 
niiy; but brought ĩt with them out of Popery in the 
Rough, juſt as it was taught and eſtab in the 
Church of Rome; and ſo it hath ſtood in * 
Confeſſions from that Day to this, inforced by the 
— rf of human Laws, and the ſevereſt Penal- 
Thus he hath not only betrayed himſelf into 
— gleatelt Ireonſiſteneies, but alſo into the moſt 
notorious Falſification of Hiſtory, by fraudulently 
endeavouring to rob me of my Argument, and the 
Force of my juſt and upright Language. 4:own 
I am not diſpleaſed that my Shoe fits his Foc᷑ no 
better; and am inclined to wiſh him the fame Suc- 


ceſs, if ever he attempts to adapt my W rt 
1 his Preſent — for, to be plain, I do- not 


like 


like of 4 2 1 loyed in he 
any thin mine ſhould oyed in t 
Service of fo al a Cauſe, EP 

Though. we Es no Accounts of the Aridns but 
from proteſſed nemies, yet, having been firſt E124 
= perſecuted by 55 Orthodox, who open 
bloody Scene in Dogs. of 4 1 5 "oi ani 
retaliate hen they. had Power. Bur Mr. of cannot 
from hence fix the 3 of Perſecution . 
ho not only :profeſſedly diſavoy. it, but oer e 


where live in peaceable Commug ion with all ot 
Felloy- Chriſtians. And it is n in his Power to 
uce any Inſtance ſince the Netorwetlon, where 


© thoſe. he. invidiaglly calls Arian, have. given” "any 
— to.Chriſtian Aſſemblies. but What they 


and unneceſſaril uy, ven themſelves. 


N . — 5 Parties of Chriſtiatis have too lon 
abuſed and. worried one another, and that ir is hi 
time to ſtudy Love, Peace, and Unity; and are for- 
ry Mr. Sloſs and: his Party are not diſpoſed to come 
rn. theſe Sentiments, ſo perfectly a cable to.the 


Spirit of the Goſpel, © However, it giveth us ſome 
fort; that where-eyer the Truth fieth in this 
Controverſy, y, the World may. ſee Perſecution and 


Uncheritableneſs are wholly on Mr. Sas Side of the 
Queſtion. He. hath. actually excomtiunicated a 
Chriſtian Brother fot only Difference of Sentiment. 

never heard that thoſe lie falſely calls Arians, 
either. excluded, or withdrew from "ieit Fellow- 


Chriſtians upon that Account, . The Principles of 


Perſecution he is now actually arid publickly defend- 
ing; and I am now actually and publickly oppoſing 
them, and endeavouring to eſtabliſh thoſe of Unity 
and Concord, Charity, and Brotherly-kindneſs. 
But he ſhelters himſelf under the Creeds and 
Cogfeſions of the Firſt Reformers ; p. 4. 1. 31. Our 
Firſt | Reformers — tranſlated the. n. criptures — and 
 - aſſerted. them 10 be. the only Rule of Faith and Dur- 
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cen s from the Sprue to Creadi and” 

Cohfeſſions 222 

4 Regs 5 
rife the wet Den of the” 
s, and his Confellions, 105 + Bib 
SE . A rs 175 12 

got Poſſeſnon of the Einpetor's Eur, und 
fl ious Prieſts, Binding the Device of fin- 
temporal Pepalties. "a this. Wiy'th were ec 


42 8 an itiverted. Gradgtion Mr. 5 
in Bets 770 is  Argiitient, and the” Glefy 
We Tis f th 12 ehes of Ehtiſt. But 3 
tificia 1 whereby the 
1 7 N that 2971 
Fi * 1 of | 
1 jams. 6977 . more 
Glaſſes, ue by the Art aud 
155 kihd was made in the Nicehe Council, 
515 by.a, 1 8 of proud, conte ntious Rigs 
who © andere and excottitinhicated all thar were 
own bh, F Sight mould he direrted by theih. 
f on 4 
ular Uſe to ſup} Ng Uſirpitions, continued 
e Trade of ma eing We be ie > theſe Glaſſes, As beſt 
ſuited rac tyrannical Views'; atid: 5 enforced 
the Uſe of them by heavy and ſeyere 
F. 4 ſurf 8 Degree of PU 
the Reformiation. You bad 2 7 


(and by -d Chriſtians are fond of them fill) in which 

Jou Tight plainly diſcern the Vixen Mary” 4 
uality to.Gop in Power and Glory; the 

2 as the' 3 Head of the Church 

| oF, ; a religious Veneration belonging to 

* ails, — Sc. | FRefotiiers 

; | . judging 


diſcern the Prutha of Revelation. A fm Perſug- 


r this Way of Sight, 
of hs me n nne 
ee 2 1 ly to work. 


he 2 the - Chriſtian- World. 
The Napa? and-Uſe of them we learn from My. 
Sete 3 N Ways of 


* 2 TEC | 
Jap ops tons In / order to the pro- 
Por Uſa of which, Mr. $//5 intimateth ſome Things 
are preuiouſly to be admited — As, I. That the 
Koa of ike dee ee 1. 8. faint and 
r en, a dim, eue. Sight: of 
ts a3they 
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of choſe.Glafſes 
to collect them into a Light ſufficient. for Huming- 
tion. 1. That private Ghrifians;/, v all ;Chriſti- 
ans, excepting the learned \ Prieſthood, have meat 
Des, and dart Minds, I. 17. are yery defective in 
their Intellectuals, and void of Faculties ſuſficient to 


fion of -this Article, as well as the former, is f 
lutely neceſſary to copvince yau of the-Impartapee 
neee dring you ton je Sub- 
miſſion of your Conſciences to the Prieſts; in the Ee 
of them: : III. Tou muſt ſtedfaſtiy helieye 
Mr. Sils honeſt Word, that theſe Glaſſes do | 
forth ubs gemant Senſe of wig 1 : 255 35. 
I. 8. and therefore that Things, Perk e 
are in Truth juſt as the Glaſſes — them, gag 
no FS roms If you * thres 
Points, | 


14 1 
Points, you are thotoughly prepared ſor the Uſe of 
«the Glaſſes; which =. to Mr. Se is four - 


fold. 1. To ſtrike your weak Eye, and dark:Minids, 
with a more forcible Nlumination: Thus, with open 
«Face, 55 Tag God treated all things by Jeſus Chriſt, 
Eph. ili. Apply your Glaſſes, and it ſtands 
"x Tifferent Vie 3 thus, Beſides Jeſus Cbriſt ther 
= an Juprem? God, no, not ed wh created all 
bim, p. 13. I. 30. See many Texts thus 
kale Alutec in Mr. 81's Sermons. Ano- 
cher Uſe, 2. is to dire? the jut Erertiſt of Cbriſtiun 
"Charity, p. 5. U 19. With naked Eye ve read in 
Scripture, that Love and Good-will! to all Men, 
even to Enemies, is eſſential to Chriſtian Charity. 
Put on Mr. 8/% s Spectacles, and you will ſee, that 
Love 1% all Ma is u mere heaibeniſb Humanity, l. 
23. In the Scriptures we plainly ſee we ſhould not 
Judges or ſet ar nought our Brother,” being all 
embers of the Body of Cr. Apply his Gluſſes. 
Now Lon do you wk 5 A Baſtaru. Cbarity, p.19. 
4. 8. a pitiful Tool,” p. I. 27. An Herwir, a ſcanda- 
logs, 'notorious Gale, "19/171 & ro Meniber, 
P. 41. Excommunicate him! © 3 Ariother Uſe is to 
Luar agen the" pernicious” Errors bf the Ae, & c. 
P. g. l. 27. In moſt Ages of the corrupt State. of 
the Church, God hath raiſed up Ri Witneſſes, Men 
"of: Knowledge and Integrity: 6 [proteſt amſt 'the 
_ growing or continiied Pepravntions of Religion-— 
Apply theſe Gies hat are they now — ä 
Pierttzur RITIANS, Rorr EN“ 2 MIV. 
ANS, &c. Thus you are happily guarded kgainſt 
5 alVthe Evidence they offer. I. Tie N 10 is to 
cnable Chriſtians to mate an open Profeſſion" of the 
:DotFtines of th? Goſpelz as not being a of them, 
I. g2; For being fully perfuatied all is Gbſpeb you 
ſee through: theſe Glaſſes 3 that Fathets and antrent 
Doctors approve, and moſt Chriſtiaps uſe them; 
+ N Sende utmoſt Aſſurance in profeſſing — 


| K 
moſt ſhameful Abſurdities ; and, inſtead of being, 
covered with Confuſion, you, are. inſpired with the 
maſt intemperate Zeal in their Defence. For, by 
the way, theſe Inſtruments, partaking of the Nane 
of Burning · Glaſſes, are yer apt ig inflame the ri 
ſions, as well as deceive the gh, hall only a dd, 
that as People Kin ot ully. taught, to wear them 
from. their. earlieſt ab. de are with difficulty 
perſuaded, to lay them. aſide, as. not, knowing how 
to. ſee without them. Hence it is, that molt, Chri- 
ſtians, whatever they pretend, make little or 
Uſſe of any other Means . ow beſide theſe 2 
ee Glaſſes... a 
But how much * the C 5 World va- 
luth. theſe Articial Glaſſes, the Gr and Con- 
. #eflions; I confeſs, for: my own Par ve, no 
Opinion of them; and the Name, Gant, is 
Jo far from ſanRifying, that it ſinks —4 ill lower 
in my Eſteem. But Mr. Sloſs tells us, they were 
generaly (he could Ho lay, dup e by the 
ableſt Divings, p. 5. I. 9+ But 5 0 e know 
they were generally the able Divines Are Liriges 
in Vogue and Power commonly. . moſt knowi 
— upright? But granting 2 ere in th 
po ny ht Face b the ab ivines OY 
in Fopi s, notwith an ing any pretenae 
Learning, might camparatiyely "be very. weak and 
defective in Scripture-know] ge, Which was a thing 
in a Manner new. to them, As the ſtrongeſt of Ten 
weak, ſickly Perſons, may wy ry, feeble, 2 com- 
Ee thoſe Who are in full 4 of Healch. 
Times of great laren they mig ht be Men 
of Eminence, | ang yet far ſhort, + Hong! ualified 
to draw up, and decide the true and preci Rules 
of Faith far all Chriſtians... Yea, their very at- 
| empting to dram up, decide, and eſtabliſh ſuch 
Rules of F aith, i is an inconteſtible Evidence of their 


eee ane and e How could - 
» 3 
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de 4515 Divine; when they ith n the 
Hep of Chriſtians 1 N con 


cerning Golpel-Faith and Dorine? Wa abt this 
in fact to reach and conſtrain Chriſtians to depart 


| Fac 


from we moſt fundamental ates of their Reli 
Subjeftion an 77 RRS, the "i 
7 4 Laws if they. were Able 
Lege 1 Hufallidie 7 or Hey publickly affir 
their ow ys And if tht 


wv ag EST. — 
ved 1 not 
Wo miſtaken ; and, if fo, oe — T4 


pf Wer a they 
bound not be work in | 
Doctrine. Sd litthe Cate, or Thihe Tecevſtanding 
had they to guard agatnſt'a moſt g imconſiſt- 
ency! But If they were falls, Tho give chem u 
Commillfion to de what the Spirit c Goch ad 


already done? Could che Firſt dope o 
deliver the Truths of Religion more fully and mate | 
clearly than the Kae Gd Had — 
out more aj tam occured to the 
rit of God 1 5 of God gone y oy 3 
— but as tht. 'Father'ſaid mu 'bim, „e. Se 2 
ii, 50. The Spirit I Truth ft 7 log 
whatſoever be "heart that *þ ohn xvi. 2 
The Things of Gol che Apoll. pate, not im ſibe 
Vords which Man's Wiſdom 'rtatherb, But 40bicb the 
oy Ghoft teat betb, 1 Cor. ti. 13. And If the Chri- 
ian Revetation was handed down to us from che 
ountain of Light with ſo much Cure and Exutt- 
Beſs, both as to Matter and Words, by the Son 
Cod, by the Spirit, and by the Apoſtles, Who 
. Lene Doctors and Biſhops? Or who — 
irſt Retormers? Or who were any 1 
mblies 


/ 


| Embligs. of Divines, that 
Chriſtian Faith into their 0 


8 
5 1 
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e 
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ea hen 
_ me —_ Judge. 
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5 e of ye mhe- 
to Me Ml . 
from , ee whe 
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"FE t 7” j 
; 6 Confeſſions do Bold forth the Ine Senſe of Scrip- 
ture, chen the genuine Senſe of f Seri pture may be 
known from lch, and ſo there is no need of Creeds 
and Confeſſions to aſcertaim it; but, if they can ſerve 
no better "Dangole,: how very, well de laid afide as 
uſeleſs. + 0613 
This brings to wind his Note, p. 50. There he 
chargeth me with drawing a falſe conſequence from 
his Anſwer to Mr Rauſon's Queſtion 3 and then, 
alter two long confuſed Senrences, giverh the Reſult 
of them in theſe Words. Note a ene with half an 
De nay fee, *that' this'is not 10 mate the Words of 
Creed: and Confeſſions @ Rule, hy which" the - Senſe of 
Scripture-words'ts ro be judged ; it is only 10 make them 
d 'Mtan ro bei to judge Perſons, 'whtther they tate ibe 
Seripture-words in their true Senſe or not Very good 
indeed! Pray, where is the Difference between 21. 
ing of the Senſe of Scripture-words,” and judging whe- 
ther Perſons take the Seriptire-whrds in their true Senſe? 
If Creeds and Confeſſions are not a Rule by which 
the Senſt of | Scriptare-words/is to be judged,\ how can 
they oe Mean to judge Perfons, whether they tale 
Scripture- tvards in their true Senſe And if they are 
a Mean, or Rule, io judge whether Perſons take Scrip- 
ture-words in their true Senſe; then ſupely bey are a 
Mean or Rule by which” the Senſi of viptrere-wwords 
i to be tried, r judged. For that is the very thing 
do be tried e Judged, „namely, \wwhetbtr 8cripture- 
 foords art taken in their true Senſe. So that after all, 
the Affair reſts juſt where it was, and Mr. Sieſ hath 
taken a great deal of Pains to ſhew my Deductions 


Alte „ Viz." If Creeds and Confeſſions are more 


 fuſfitient + than Scripture-words to judge whether Mins 
Serai ments are according '10/Scripthe, chem Creeds, 
Ec. are a neceſſary Rule by which the Senſe of Scripture- 
. Words is 10 be tried and juugrd; and then Scripture- 
© words are not fufficient to aſcertain - their own Senſe; 
and then Scripture- re bave no certain Senſe without 
Creeds, 


TL 9 HY 
Creeds, Sc. And then they are 4 Rule, unh ſi far 
as they are regulated by another. Rule. An then the 
Scriptures are not thei only Rule of Faith, nor in them 
ſelves any. Rule at all. Thus Popiſh Principles; under 
what Form ſorver profeſſed; always turnout in 
of Revelation, and the Advancement of Suman ny 
and- Authority, above that which-is divine. ”. 
But he faith, Creed: and Cn eee Menlo 
help to judge Perſons, whether: they take the 
epords in their true Senſe or not 3 and thoſe who uſe Creeds 
and Confeſſions right, uſe tbem for that End. Mark 
well ; Creeds, &c. are 4 Mean to judge Perſons; There 
is the Comma and Emphaſis. To judge PxxSsONS B 
that is it g to judge Heretics, ee and intangle 
ſuch as dare not carry -their Faith 23 
Revelation. Scripture- words will not do to | 
and judge a Heretic of this perverſe Kind. No he will 
readily: aſſent to the Whole of Revelatiom . What 
then muſt be done? — Produce human Schemes, 
Creeds and Confeflions, and ſtrenuouſly inſiſt upon 
his Aſſent tathem. And if nt received 
Schemes will not do, never ſeruple to form new Pro- 
itions adapted to the lar Turn the Hereſy 
ſhall take. Mr. Sioſs will warrant the Fractice good. 
This is the true Seeret of detecting and judging 
1 Work Mr. Sloſs. hath very at 
and rejoiceth over his Creeds and Confeſſions, as being 
particularly. adapted to difeover be; Errors, and detet# 
m lurking Hereſies, which ebay Bane of Churches, 
Chriſtian Societies, p. 6. I. 12. In this I 
with him... I readily acknowledge Creeds and 


— admirably well adapted to detect the 
Heteſies he ſpeaks of, and that Seripture - words are 
not a ſufficient Mean for that Purpoſe. But then 

I aſſe Leave to prove, that the Work of detecting 
 Heretics, for which Scripture · words are not ſufficient, 
is not a good Work. And I undertake to do it from 

hat Text, 2 Tim. iii, 16, 17. A Scripture is go 


the Ruin 


7 
cen gte for Bari for 


— orremion, far duſiruttion in R 
| 2 4 for MN TG Miniſter of — 


- may be perfet?, thoroughly ſurviſbed uta ail good Warks; 
, unt every good Werk. Now, if the Miniſter 


1 is, by the Inſtrud ion of e 


— ly furniſhed t0.every good Mort, 
maketh, for which Scripture is not 


without the Help of human Schemes, — 
pood i. But Mr. daß hath Aetected, cited, and 
driod a ſuppoſed Heretic ʒ for which Work he con- 
Feſſeth Scripture-words were not ſuſficĩent ; there · 
fore it was n good Work ; and I reckon. m ſeif at 
Liberty to day, it was an en Hunt. And further, 
hat Oreeds and Confeſſions are of no Service in de- 
 4Ring firetia, fo far as it is a good Mart; ſosing 
che Scripture is compleatly ſufficient for every good 
Work-without:them. — — rs at- 
aompted to pervert our Lonp himi to that 
End abuſed a Scripture Quotation, He ſhall give bis 
Angels: concerning thee, &c. at. iv.. And 
| how did the Son of :God-confure 4he Sophiſtry of 
this Heretic? Not by the Comments and S0 
| — Men, — NO Ways 0 — 
| Faith 4 hut by comparing one Hart of Sqripture 
with another, the only right: Method of underſtand- 
ing any Writi Jaſus ſaud unto hire, It is 
wor 1c again, Galt not tampt the cone — 
4. e. though God hath promiſed to 
we are not to inſiſt ot — 
iracles for our Preſervation, whenever we in Wan · 
26nnefs or Unbelief demand them. Compare Baut. 
vi ,ith Exod. xv. 2. Which Scripture - proof 
evidentiy detect ng the:Þallacy of the Arch · Heretic, 
1 conelude upon — Ohriſtian 
Lawgiver, that Soripture · words alone, without hu 
man Schemes are abundantly ſufficient to-ſhew, whe 


the — pr l 
e. 


33 


Is an infallible Guide in Mareets ef Rad and 
ſureſt Guard against all Frr or 
This incontetable Evadentc-lf the Sufficiency of 


theevfore: nd Rule f Faith, but che Diater: f 
Saum f God forbid. Not the Words, but the Senſe 
in which Satan would have 'therh-underſtoad is the 
Dictate of Jam. The are ſtilba Rule 
of Faith, though underſtoad in a u Senje.; only 
that -coroxy Senſe is not the Rule of Faith. No, nor 
the right —ů KK— us. 
Indeed, the right Direction vf my Conſcience and 
. upon my -underftanding the 

tures in Senſe, But the right Benſe of the 
1 22 by me, vis. not — 


tk 76 þ 
gor maketh it to be'a Rule. It was a Rule before 
1 vhiderſtood it; it would have been à Rule had I 
never underſtood it; and it is a Rule now we I | 
do underſtand it; not becauſe I underſtand it, but 
becauſe it i8 a Rule in its own Nature. So my 

Ready” ruling the Lines in a Bock by a ſtreight 
Rule, maketh the Lines to be ſtreight; but doth 
not make the Rule to be 4 Rule; for it is a Rule, 

whether I uſe it Wich a ſteady or ſhaking Hand. 

Further; If the Scriptures are 4 Rule of Faith only 
ſo far as they are talen in the Senſe affixed to them 
by the Spirit, ben their being a Rule of Faith evi- 
dently depends upon Mens bins them in that Senſe. 

And ben, ſome Men muſt a üer 1d that Senſe, 
or: they are no Rule at all to us. And then the 
W 1 of thoſe Men who take them in that 

conſtituteth the Rule of Faith; and conſe- 
3 quetitly; if there is any Rule of Faith in the World, 
dome Men have à Right to propoſe their Judgment 
às conftituting the Rule of Faith to all other Men. 

Thus, Mr. 8% is once more faitiſ landed upon 
the Popiſb Coaſt; for this is tb Y -Foundation- 
ne of  Popery and all ſpiritual Tyranny: Mr. Sloſs tells 
| his Reaſoning, which I am now- SOD 

Wess, The Striptures being the only Rule of Fuitb, is 
conſiſtent enough with the Words of Creed; and Confefſi- 
ons bring ey in order 10'know whether —_ 
Fake ihe Wor 'of Scripture in that'"trud Seuſe a a 
#hem by the Spirit, &c. His Reaſoning ſhews — 
than this. Vero thoſe Creeds and Confeſſions 

zive us the true Senſe of Scripture, it ſhews that 

ey make the Scriptures to be a Rult of Faith. The 
very thing which I charge upon his ineiples, and 
which he is here endeavouring to remove. 

There is another Argument in the ſame Note, 
P. 52. which deſerveth our Attention. — I doth not, 

faith he, in the leaſt, ſuppoſe 'a Want of Perſpicu- 


in the Serj tures, or their ufficiency 10 explain 
= * f 'F — themſelves, 
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 thamſehrsj that Miniſters ited of Gol nue 
Purpaſe, or ot uns, aſi thoſe of |; weaker e by 
Works. of human Cumpoſure, to find out the cert 
80. xvbich the: Scrafture»words may and, ought lobe gs = 
duted. Therefore it is 7 of che Light 
ot Authority of Scripture, Words of 
Creeds and Confeſſions of human Compoſare, as 
| ards and Teéſts of Chriſtian: Faith. This muſt b 
Mr. Sloſs's a nd, it is e 2 
: No it ia :any Means o 
| 9 and Scripture- Doctripe, are Gael 
neceſſary. But is 9 Difference betwcen 
inſtructing the Mind, and ae ypon the © 
þ d To the beſt of my. Ability 'th 
ipture. Very well. e een 
I ſhould turn my own Explications into'Ryjes | 
of f. Faith, and, Standands whereby to judge of 

Soundaeſs of the Faith of all Chriſtians ? Whatiif 
1 require all: within my Reach, under Pain of Ex- 
 communicatign;:or ſomething worſe, to aſſent, ſub- 
ſeribe, and d Mga to my Thoughts and Judgment, 
as; the preciſe, Senſe of - Scripture, and the true 
| Form of. Goſpel Doctrine? Here Ido more than 
explain the Rule af Faith; I turn my own Explica · 
tions, What I think be into that Rule; as 
if the Truth were as certainly and fully 8 
in my Comments, 28 in che be ripture, itſell. 
der Pretence.of giving. th ving che true Senſe of 7 
which is infallible, I atr rogues fo myſelf rofattiba i, 
and aſcribe to my own Notions. the Light and Ru- 
_ thority of-Scripture, .Lam no longer an an Expormd- 

er, but a, Aster of Doctrine. I no long eh h 
Submiſſion, to CHRIST, as Lord and. Law 
ſep-into his Throne, and. aſſume that Cont To 
. .myſelf. It is the Work of 8 to open 
Scriptures as well as they can; to point OY 

Light ſhining in them, which etheriſs gh mi 

- overlooked. by. thoſe whoſe Hands are. 


= | 
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Silt: with tempaed} Aﬀaiys ;- and the Hearers are 
G exainine and judge, whether chat \they teuch be 
% Fru The Berea ate honoured 
 with/abigh Character, becauſe they” ſearched- the 
"Strjptuves daily, whether the things which even 
the Apoſtles taught were fo, {Arxvii: 11. Nut 
that we: have on eur your Faith, 1 Cor. i. 24. 
Siren gs wiped Jul he what' E fay, 1 Cor: 
N. 15. Su the Apoſtle: But you fhalt not judge 
wits Taps you. fhnl};: cake it imphcitiy yo 

o Scriptures you may ſearch 

full find no Senſt in them but mins. beg * 
a Urime for any Man to diſpute what. L affirm; or 
to be wiſer i No, your Underſtandi 
fhall,- after che Procruſian Method, be either cut 
or fetched: axaftly to the Dimenſions of mine. 
Cannot Mr. 5/o/5 fer how unreaſonable and enormous 
this is? And yet this is the real Cafe uf all Creed 
and Confeffion-Makers, fromm the Council 'of Nice, 


in geg to the eue of Divine at I ener 
" T ſhall-confine myſelf 'to Reformers ; 
and chooſe | to fix m Eye upon a memorable Act 


of dhe Sad of _ in France, 3620, which you have 
at large in Qu1ox's' Synodicon:Gat. Reform. Vol. I. 

R 37- The Snad of Dort aſſembled to decide Mat- 
ders of Faith in 1648. They ſubſoribed their o 


Deeiſions, deelaring they /o ibo bia judge ʒ then, 
iu order to 1 of different 'Senti- 
metz; called in the ſecular Power to eſtabliſh their 
Wang us and Judgment; and the ſecular Power did 
_obbifiem. them. by the uſual Methods of 1 Baniſh- 

ment, Emes, ' impriſonment*and Death.” In the 
fri gu of 4 Aux, all the Paſtors! and Elders 
| teunto, ſwore and - proteſted their Con- 
CN Ode che Saad of Dort, That they 
_ would defend it with the utmoſt of their Pocver, even 
v0 ſbeir laſt Breath. And moreover "decreed, that 
8 NEE" Oath ſhould be taken: * 


$8351) 


aud e. 
—— — png 
iſe 16 feu, in the Fr Mn of this Defarina during 
my we Toft ; und in defend ie with the amg, 


Power z And chat. I will newer, mither by. 


| 1 Refervation, . Behold, 4 Decree, which, with- 
out Doubt · was executttd, chat a whole Nation of 
roteſtant Divines, Proſeſſors in Univerſitias, Paſtors 


the Wotd of God : though both, as Ptote- 
ſtants, openly diſalaimed Infallibility; and though 
every Body nos, that in. ſuch Synods and Aſſem- 
blies, Boctrines and Points of Faith are decided, not 
by Force of Evidence, but by the Number of Votes, 
the moſt uncertain Way of aſcertaining the Truth. 
And further, it muſt be the Perſuaſion of both 
theſe Synods, that to preſerve the true Faith and Doc- 
triae of Chriſtianity, it was more fit and 
| nt, 


and detided by the- 


Ani foraſmuch as it in ibe Rule of all Truth, contdini 
8 and out Salvation, it is int eee gene for Mew e. 


Word ef God ſettled among 


cabhj and earneſtly intreat bim to cunfer with them, and 
erbort bim to ſubſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith, andChurth- 


C %; 7 
aſſent; ſubloribe, and ſuear to, the Doctrines taught 
| d of Dort, than to ſearch: 
and\ftudyrhe' Si although it is an expreſs 
Article in the French Confeſſion of Faith, Arti- 


cle V. We believe, int tbe DvAarine' contained in theſe' 


Books [of the Holy res] proceeded From God == 


all Matters neciſſatiſy required for the Worſbi of 


Angels to add unto, or take from this Dunrine, or 1 
it. And bertupon it. follows, that it is not lawful 

to oppoſe. eilber Aueh or Cuſtom, or: Mullitude, or 
human Wiſdom, Fudements, Edies, or any Decrees, or 


Councils, or Viſions,” or Miratles, unto this Holy Ser- 
ure; but rather, that all things ought to be examined 


and tried by ibe Rule and Square thereof. And yet, 


| notwithſtanding this Declaration, this fame Church 


of France obliged all Miniſters to ſubſcribe: other 
Articles of Faith, containing the Thoughts and Judg - 


ment of Jon CaLvin ho drew them up. The 
Fenth Canon of the firſt — at R, 1669, runs 


having the Miniſiry of Ibo 


thus. J 5 
Af Gal. fed die /#. them, ſhould chooſe ante 


themſelves a Paſtor, the neighbouring Chirch foall ami- 


e, eſtabliſbed among us. And in Caſe of refufing 
fuch- Subſcription, three | or four Miniſters of the next 
Churches ſball aſſemble together with their Elders, and 
ſhall then declare him a Schi ſmatic, and #he People ſoall 
be adviſed to avoid ſuch a Perſon, i. e. They, who at 
the ſame Time openly and ſtrongly profeſſed there 


Vas no õther- Rule of Faith beſides the Holy Scrip- 


tures, by this Canon directed Miniſters and People 


to do all in their Power to ruin the Man, who re- 


foſed to ſubſcribe the Thoughts and Judgment of 
jo CaLyin, which he had modelled into a vonn. 


| *'# Quick's Synod, Vol. I. p. 7. 1 nos, vol. I. pg. * 


to : 
laty of Faith. But this is the manifeſt and publi 
Inconſiſtency in which all, or the greateſt; Fat at 
the Reformed: Cburales have perſiſted to this Day. 
They all profeſs che Scriptures to be the only Stands. 
ard of Faith, and Truth, by which all the Decrees, 
Schemes, and Doctrines of Men are to bo tried : 
and yet all of them require thoſe whom. they acceps 
for Miniſters to ſubſcribe certain Articles or Con- 
feſſioas framed by fallible Men, and taken, for the 
moſt Part, from the ſaid Jown; Cabvix's Scheme, 
as containing the true Chriſtian Faith 4 excluding 
all thoſe Miniſters from publick Offices and Emo- 
luments who refuſe ſuch Subſcription. Tus, accord 
ing to our Proteſtant Eſtabliſhments, even in thoſe 
Cburches, which boaſt of the greateſt purity, the 
Integtity of Mioiſters.in their Youth, and at their 
Entrance upon the ſacred Work, is grievouſly 
wounded. The firſt Step they take, is proſtituting 
their Conſciences to the unjuſt Commands of hu- 
man ' Authority, and the ſordid Motive of tem- 
poral Gain. bus, ſo far as the greateſt Fart of 
Proteſtant Eſtabliſhments have prevailed, Miniſters 
have not been allowed freely to ſearch the Scriptures 
or to examine the Doctrines which Men and Synods 
have, decided, either before, or after theit En- 
trance upon the Miniſtry. For, as few. Pegple care 
for that Honeſty, which is the Mother. of Pover- 
ty, ſo who would like to ſee any Truth in Scrip- 
ture, the Profeſſion of which would reduce a Man 
tO 4A ſtarving Condition? Or co what Purpoſe 
ſhould he take a Bible into his Hands, who mult 
find nothing in it hut what Calyinudged to be true, 
and. (nom. u wink, brd tal ge. reſt? Any 
u ight or Trath mult ar, not amia 
and welcome, but ſhocking ang: bereiul 40 u Man | 
in ſuch Cireumſtances. Thus Miniſters are, in ef- 
fect, by f the | ſoletmneſt Ties engaged. and. by, the 
ſtrongeſt Motives of ot 28 Intereſt conſtrained, 
f / | 0 


1 
to wreſt the Word of God, and make it ſpeak. the 
Senſe. of Jom CAlvm, or of any other Human 
Scheme they have ſworn and ſubſcribed to believe 


and maintain. Thus, prompted by the Deſire of 
popular Eſteem, and the Shame of being publickly 


caſt out of Con ions, Miniſters have been 
afraid of free Enquiry 4 diſpleaſed, if not enraged 
at any that © to convince them of an Error. 


Hence their whole Study was to confirm themſelves 
in the Points they had ſolemnly embraced. Hence 
they were ready to catch hold of any Twig to ſup- 
port thoſe Points, and to 9 thing in the 
Scriptures, which ſeemed to favour of them, into a 
8 " Thus Mens Wits have been ſet 
upon the Rack to invent Fypothe/es or Suppoſitions, 
to make their Necks as 1 the Collar as poſlible; 
and he hath been applauded as the moſt excellent 
Genius, that could give an Error the greateft Shew 
"of Probability; and Divinity hath been a Trial of 
Invention and Subtilty, more than a Knowledge of 
the Truth. Thus Abſurdities have Multiplied upon 
us, and the Learned in 1 ſupport 
one, have created many. Thus the whole Body of 
original Ignorance, which our firſt Reformers, or 
rather CaLvin alone, brought out of Popery, hath 
not only been eſtabliſhed, and made the due Boun- 
dary of Faith and Knowledge, but And 
had it not been for ſome excellent Men of uncom- 
mon Underſtanding and Courage, who dared to 
peep beyond the Pale of the Encloſure, where, like 
Cattle, we are all impounded, who can tell to what 
Degrees of Ignorance we had by this Time arrived? 
Thus Deiſm hath increaſed upon us, through the ob- 
ſtinate Defence of manifeſt Inconſiſtencies, as be- 
- longing to the Chriſtian Faith. Thus Miniſters have 
been brought ifito Contempt, and they and their 
People have fallen into a thoughtleſs, unenquiring 
State. Inſtead of /tarching the Scriptures, and tak- 
2 ͤ RY: ing 
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lag due Pains to draw Water out of the Wells of 
Salvation, they have acquieſced in the Forms 
vided to their Hands ; and ſo Miniſters have been 
r fluent Preachers, and People 2 Chris 
ians, upon a ſmall Stock of Scripture - Knowledge. 
' Thus we have retained the Name without the Reality 
of ſtudying the Scriptures. Thus the Schemes of 
the Reformers, under Pretence of being drawn from 
_ Scripture; have been ſubſtituted in che Place there- 
of. bus Congregations have in Time, and by the 
Force of. Cuſtow,: turned that into a Rule, which 
was at firſt impoſed them in the Days of their 
Ignorance 3 and at are brought to think, it 
is their Duty to condemn and eject thoſe as Unſdund, 
who have Senſe and Courage enough to diſclaim 
commonly received Errors. : a 
And from all this we may judge, how Errors 
were introduced, and ho they have been retained 
and defended. They were introduced by a Deſect 
of Knowledge in the firſt Reformers, and have been 
ſupported. by Cuſtom, and the Tyranny of human 
Power. Laſtly, Thus Mr. Sloſs may clearly ſee the 
Difference between a Man's preaching, or writing 
for the Inſtruction of others, and his forming his 
Sentiments into Rules of Faith, and impoſing them 
upon the Conſclences of thoſe. who are obnoxious 


. 


to him. Si OT 

It is no Pleaſure to me to dwell upon the Faults 
or Defects of our Reformers, I am ready to give 
them all the Praiſe and Honour due to Men who 
made à brave Stand upon the Uſurpatian of the 
Church of Rome. But it is impoſſible we ſhould. 
correct the Diſarders and Clogs upon Religion, 
which have deſcended down from them, without 
expoſing and cenſuring their Miſtakes ; which yet 
are open to all the World, and have been a ftroc 
Bar in the Way of Reformation, and the lac 
of true Light. But which Wa ſhall you look with 
* 2 any 
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any Hopes of a Remedy? Disszwrzxg, you have 


taken the moſt ſolid and juſtifiable Steps towards 
the Cure of our Diſtempers. You may reform what 


Vis yet amiſs, And conſider, if it is not the Part aſ- 


ſigned to you, whom a kind Providente hath in a 


great Meaſure freed from the Slavery of human 


Impoſitions, to perfect this good Work ? Is not 
ee beſt Way bf ſupporting your Intereft, which 
ftands neither in Numb 2 Power, Wealth or Po- 
liey, but deriveth its Dignity“ and Strength only 
from the TxuT# known, profeſſed and practiſed? 
Doth not God juſtly expect Reformation from you 


for the Favours he hath conferred for many Years 


paſt ? Will it not be your Glory and Honour to 


the End of the World e 

. * But what would you have us do?“ = Think 
not you are ſo pure as to need no further Waſhing, 
or that you are got perfectly clear of Romiſb Prin- 


ciples, becauſe you have renounced external Com- 


-munion with the Church of Rome. Not only pro- 
feſs, but in Fa make the Scriptures the only Rule of 
Chriſtian Knowledge and Practice. Uſe them every 
Man for the Enlightening and Direction of his own 


Mind, and not for judging and impoſing-upon his 


Chriſtian Brother. Let Chatity be the'Soul of your 


Profeſſion. Hate, and put away from you all Wick- 
edneſs, and then think of cenſuring and condemn- 
ing erroneous Judgments, when you are ſure you 
are free from Error yourſelves. Caſt out of your 
Academies Syſtems of Divinity compofed upon the 


whimſical Learning of the Popiſb Schools. There is 


more Truth in one Paragraph of the Apoſtolic Writ- 


ings, than in whole Cart-Loads of ſuch Lumber, 


: which ſerveth only to confound the Underftanding, 


and clog th Conſcience. 'Let the New Teflament 
be the Plan of educating Youth: for the Miniſtry. 


Let them learn to underſtand thofe divine Writings, 


and fetch Doctrine and Faith truly and * 
* |<. from 
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from thence. © Throw off your Prejudices and Pre® 
tions ; have: your Minds open to the Truth. 
in upon it that your Miniſters reject human 
Schemes; that they ſtudy impartially, and profeſa 
and preach freely, what they find in the Word o 
God. And do you herein join Iſſue with them, 
and on your Part diligently read, and carefully en: 
deavour to gain the genuine Senſe of Sctipture.— 
gut will not ſuch Liberties introduce a Variety 
«+ of Sentiments, and conſequently Contentions and = 
„ Diviſions?” How can this be, if all cloſely fol» 
low one Rule? To thoſe who are under any wrong 
Byaſs, Scripture- Knowledge muſt be perplexed and 
uncertain; but to the Unprejudiced, it will be 4s 
tbe ſhining Light, ibat ſpineth more and more unto the 
perfect Day i, and we ſhall find that as it was from 
one end to the other indited by the ſame Spirit, ſo 
it contains invariably the ſame Truth; and that 
they who amicably endeavour to diſcaver it will be 
enriched with an ineſtimable Freaſure; and where 
they differ will learn to bear with one another, and 
to cultivate Peace, Love, and: Brotherly-Kindneſs, 
Virtues ſuperior to the higheſt Attainmeats in Know- 
| In this Way indeed, you muſt-diſcard ſome 
of the Principles, which you have embraced as fun- 
damental to. Chriſtianity, hen in Truth they have 
nothing ta do with it. But ſurely; it will be a happy 
Exchange to gain the ſolid Wheat, by throwing 
away the Chaff, which hath ſerved. only to ſtarvs 
the Mind. C.J anne MET * a F. 
Wuar IL have ſaid concerning the Principles and 
Practice of our fixſt:Reformers, I am — map 

be taken 9.99 Apology. en And I am 
freely willing it ſhould. I awn be hath acted in Mr. 
Rawſen's Affair upon the, Prigciples, but the worſt 
| Part of the Principles of the Refommers; not: dh 
Principles upon which they ſeparated from che: 
r N H tee 8: RE Bed © gt e 
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9 % +44 


6 ] : 
Church of Nome, but wherein they conformed 10 
her; the Principles of ſpiritual Tyranny and Perfe- 
eution. And 1 am ſorry to find Mr. Sle/s carried ſo 
far away with them. © That Sentence of his, p. 6. 
20. giveth me no- ſmall Piſguſt.—. Ai ibe Miſdem 
7 civil States hath thought Gibbets, Fines and temporal 
- Puniſoments neceſſary for the preſerving the Peace of the 
State; ſo. Feſus Chrift bath appointed Church-Cenjures, 
for the preſerving ibe Peace and-Welfare of religious 
Societies. wiſh thoſe Gidbets and Fines had flood at 
2 greater Diſtance from Chareb-Czmjures. Had this 
come from any other chan a Proteftant Pen, I hould 
have Faye it looked with ys favourable an 2 
on the cruel Apparatus © Inquiſition. r. 
$10/s dec lareth, p. 6g. That 4 —— Diſpoſition in 
_ defiring the Deftruftion- of the Bodies of Men, is contra- 
fy io the Command of God, and. the true Spirit of: Chri- 
flianity, And yet I fear this, which ſeems to be ex- 
torted by the Force of Argument, will not ſtand for 
much, if we conſider, tha bis Cauſe muſt be dgſendad; 
and that it can be defended only by Argument or 
Perſecution, Upon the Foot of Argument, Mr. 
Rateſon proved ſuch « ſtubborn, litigious, wrangling 
Perſon, p. 47. and put ſo many Queſtions, which 
Mr. Sloſs eould not anſwer, that they could never 
bave brought the: Matter 10. any Yor tes tbey indulged 
Bim in that Way. Men of Mr. 8loſ#'s Spitit have the 
ſtrongeſt: Averſion to Argument. One ſenſeleſz 
eftion author iratively propoſed, . hath ever done 
more Execution upon Heretics than an Hundred of 
their Arguments. Their Heads are not turged'for 
Argument; their Cauſe will not hear it. But bad-as 
I is, it muſt bs defended ; and there. remains no other 
Way but, Perfecurion. Firſt, 1-Will, III. W 
Church-Cenfures. , And what if. thoſe will not do! 
What if his Cuuſe is rather hutt than helped: by 
them'?' Why, ſtill iu muſt be defended. © Here the fe- 
cular Arm mult be called, in, and the wholeſome 
: x Diſciphns 
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Diſcipline of Iapriſanment, Fixes, and Gabber. 
whatever Men profeſs, yea, 8 
the Smart themſelves, is the ordinary Progreſs of 
this bitter, antichriſtian Spirit, where · ever it hath 
Power *. The Independents of New Enuglazd, fied. 
thither from the Laudian Perſecution here at Home, 
When their Chriſtian Brethren, the Qyeters, begun 
to come aver into that Country, they were treated 
with-the utmoſt Rigour by the Miniſters and Magi- 
ſtrates. In the Year 1656. a Law was made at R- 
ton, biting all Maſters of Ships to bring in any 
Quakers, and themſelves from coming in, on Penalty 
ef the Hauſe af Correctian. One Nic: Up;al, atguing 
againſt the Uareaſonableneſa of ſuch a Law, was 
fed, impriſoned, and laſtly baniſhed. This Law 
not proving eſſectual, — = 
in 4658. That whoever, brought in mon 
. would forſeit one Hundred Pounds; and whoever 
entertained them,. Forty Shillings for every Hour; 
nod both be ned till. Payment was made, 
—— — ale Quater Whocame in, or ſhould 
„ for the firſt and ſecond Offence 
| the one, then the acher of his 
— for the firſt Offence Was 
or the ſecond, one of her Ears cut 
— be ar be, ſhould have 
ongues bored through with a hot lron- 
* theſe — Puniſhment, he 
or ſhe were to be kept at Wark in the Houle, af 
DOeerection till they could be feng away at their oma 
5 Upon tha Law ſome were 1: in 4 
3 
— 


. candle — 4 
Deck which ſhould be in every Family, OY 


Fw]. 
obtained. The Crimes in this Law laid to thei? 
Charge, were denying civil Reſpect to Equals, and 
Superiors, and withdrawing from 72 Aſſemblies of 
theſe Independent Perſccutors, and inſtead thereof 
frequenting their own Meetings in Oppolſition to 
their Chᷣurcb. order, and holding Tenets oppoſite to 
the Ox rHoDOx, received Opinions of the GopLy. 
And with theſe Quaters they joined any that ſhould 
vindicate them, or condemn the Proceedings of 
that Court. who made the Law, ds «ually: Solbey 
with the Nyaters themſelves. Upos tis Law: 
inhumanly murthered ſeveral innocent Perfons; ſe- 
vetal of their Prieſts ſtanding by to ſee them exe 
cuted. Thus Robinſon, Merchant, Marmaduke 
ie ran Maty Dyer, and . Leudra were hanged 

at Boſton, for nod ether Crime but being Quakers, 
And they would have gone 6 in this religious 
Butchery, had not Ning Charles II A Sip 
thoſe bloody Proceeding 8 by his Ma 
ous were the Chileltes th theſe" poor People fed 
from Men, who had been themſelvts, 
who had fled to diſtant Countries · from Perſecuribn'z 
from coDLy, oxTHbyox' Men, who yet appeared to 
have no better Principles, no mote Charity, For- 
bearahce,- Compaſſion and Humanity, chan — 
LAup, or any of his Brethren, bgaiaft whom t 
2 4 exclaimeJ. 2 
Horance- #nd Perſecution o true Religion ar 
| ſtent with a high Profeſſion of Godlineis; and 
they may really hate Goodneſs and gbd Nen, who 
3 no fall Love te both. They who 
5 ner the Lord of Bi thought theinſtbves at the Top 
of Piety and Religion, and fad, V wr bad bern in 
be Days of our Fufbers, we would not have been Par» 
/ Blood of thy Prophets, "Mate. 
uiii. 30. So men need habe weſtall to conſider 
feriobfly of what Spirit we are. A blind Zeal will 
Katry religious . he work. o wy 4 


TT 


Mr. Sloſs thinks Mr. Rew/os and his Friend deferue 
i be expoſed, and ſeverely ammaduerted upon, p. 16. . 
22. ' Pray, Sir, 4 little Tenderneſs and Compaſſion for 
your Fellow- chriſtians ! , But can he by virulent Lany 
. guage: expoſe us worſe than he; hath done 2,1 _ 
we have had; our «full Share. of that Kind of P 
cution; Will he ſeverely animaduort upon us by ſo- 
lid nervous Arguments ? Let them be 
But I fear he means ſomething further, which he 
thinks we deſerve; but, I be. to. God; and a 
Governtient, is not in his Power to inflict. — 
wiſh my Friend Mr. B- (for whom my Heart 
bleeds,. that in his old Days he.; ſhould be drawn 
into ſuch unchriſtian Meaſutrs) the Deacon and. 
ders, and the whole Church would examine their 
Hearts; duly: weigh the Natute of the Cauſe in 
which they arę i rkeds and how far — 
rit might poſſibly. 
ſaribed before Al the „chat ſome of them were 
ready to thint Mr. Sloſs erred abe mild and charita- 


ze Side, with Reſpect to Mtr. Rawſon, p. 69. Alas, 


them. They have ſub- 


poor Souls, their Minds were upon the Spring. 


and, fluſned with an er 
further Excurſions, . ISL KD. > 0) Son $1 SDL IIS TIIINN 
Mr. $/ofs altered the 6th Propoſition 3 in 
hes: 'Carechiln, (where is: his) boaſted Regard, xo 
primitive Reformers, and to the Harmony of 
| Creeds and Confeſſions ?) lokkead of Power and Glo- 
, inſerting. ail d uine Perfect ions and moreover. he 
framed a nem Propoſition of his own, Th Abe Lord 
Feſus Chriſt is the one, true, ſupreme God Sec. quite 
different from all other Creeds and Confellians, 
This he owns, and giveth a Reaſon for it, via. hal 
the Queſtions might an/wer the particular Turn the Arjan 
Controverſy hath gaten at this Day, that they. might\ſo 
muchthe better deteti Mr. Rawſon's Hereſy, p. 10, 25 
— $0 then If this Gentleman cannot perſecute his 
, chriſtians upon od Creeds, he W 


t 1 


will coin v ones. See in this Inſtance how the 
| Perverfion of Religion w and carried on. 
Thus Hiftory inſorms us, the igen Biſhopa being 
reſolved to cruſh the A, ' twice changed their 
Creed ta make it ſtrong enov for the Purpaſe. 
And other Councils in After - imes, upon no better 
Principle, made what Alterations they thought fir. 
But the Atbanaſian Creed hath. — been j 
even by Papifts, the higheſt Pitch to which the Faith 
ear be ſkrewed. I grant Mr. Ss tacit Plea, g. 10. 
f. 10. That he hath now as good a Right to frame 
and alter Conſeſſions of Faith, as ever any Church 
had. But upon a Review it muſt ſhock him a little; 
chat be hath deversd a Chriſtian- Brother to Satay, for 
not believing what no Creed - Compilers ever yet in- 
ſiſted\-vpon. Did the very Bowwprs or BezTons in 
the Marian Perſecution, ever c the Terms of 
Popiſn Creeds to enſnare Heretics?” And why did 
Mr. Se change the Words of his Creed 5.7 fault 
and adapt them ————— 
particular Turn the ArianControverſy bath taken at this 
Day. For, ſaith he, p. 10. — tbe mars Arians, << 
ſcribe to the Son all the diving PerfetSions, excey! Seht. 
origination, neceſſary Exiſtence, Independency, and abſolute 
Suapremacy. And ler this Reaſon, "becauſe he is the 
| Sow; the only begotten Son of Gon. God is his 
Go and Fa rH ER. How then can he be ſoff-origi- 
nated, or have his Being from none? Saif-originats- 


on, imdependency, and 4 are in Scrip» 
ture, conſtantly aſcribed to the Nuiber alone, and 


to the Son always the contrary to theſe expreſaly and 
| poſitively. Thus the Men he calls Saus, judge; 
And one would think very truly. But theſe imagi- 
nary Ariens, are Herevics; and Mr. Siaſt will detect 
eheir Hereſy. How'?. By the Rules of Truth? No, 
4 framing Propoſitions of his on, in direct 

to what thoſe- Arians hold, and by com- - 
rein x Aa tm. — 5 


= | 
ri deay Cid is benen. independent, and 
abſolutely ſupreme, therefore Mr. Sle/: affen, and 
true, ſupreme God Cannot, Mr. Sloſs ſee hone abfurd 
this Conduct is ? the Arians ſhould.prove, 
that if Feſus Chriſt is che ene, ſupreme. God, ovan 
ja 764 pi there can be-no ber Perſon 
ng equal to him; then this. Gentleman, and 
bis iety, (for here he joins tbew with himſelf,) 
to maintain 2 - and} tu de- 
A 
on 4 em- 's to 
the Father, and the Father's. Snbandinatan to the 
Son. For it ſocras it is 6 Rule with thanuany) to 


— — bre Splits 
Mr. Sloſs and RE” And whe 
tive Au 


iety, 
n Rawſon upon his happy 
che refcof bis Prefacary f Diſcourſe, I ſee nothing 
the xe 
ft to be further taken Notice of, except that Ar- 
gument, . 13. We ſay, The. Sov of Gad emp 
end bumbled himſelf ; that the Word became Naſb, and 
dwelt a as 3 that being rich, far our Sakes be be- 
This is expreſs Scripture. And 
| Lei reconcile it with bis Scheme ? 
Thus-—Hath the God of this ld ſo Anda their 
45 nos to. be able to ſee that theſe Things are —_— 


Er 
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of the Words which being wnited to bis buman _—_ 
in one Perſon, thoſe: Properties which import Chang 
bleneſs and Mutability, as —— to bis . We- 
ture, which be aſſumed, come to be ArrIRMED of bis 
whole Perſon; as on the other Hand, Perfection, which 


my Peculiar to his ſupreme divine Nature, are Arm- 
D. of his\waoLs PERSON alſo; and of all this Tas 
Union of of his $100. nner Newer is the Foun a- 
TION . — 

ee Sins phy the Caſe is this; [When the 
8 of Creeds and Confeſſions had made the 
Son of God ſuch a Being as could not poſſibly be 
ſent of God, or be made Flſb, or become por, or 
. when they had made him, in all Re- 
equal to his God and Father, who cannot 
undergo any of theſe Changes, being nec rh 


and eternally unchangeable ; they nd themſelves  - 


8 diſtreſſed by the whole Current of — 
4 


* LE ecially thoſe Texts which. expreſly. 

chat '0RD,. Who was in the Begining-with God, 
and: — 'God, by whom all s were created'y that 
. this ſame Being, this ver war made Fleſo, 


became a Man, and W ee John i T, 2, 


3 14. That being rich, be became poor, 2 Cor: viii. 9. 
Tua lage in the F orm of. Gad, be thought\it not Rob- ' 


Fe . to be equal, to be like," 10 God, but 


 emphied Angel, ſo it is in the Greek 3" be humbled 


 bimelf,, Phil, ji. 6, 7. That ide Senf God, ap 
pointed Heir "of all Things, bn 4% God mote 
the Worlds, who _ the ay ng all Say 
e of his Perſon, 5 
.& . e Power; that this fame, 
- moſt excellent and glorious Being. the Sow of God, 
did by HIMSELF, purge our Sins, and afterward ſat 
down on the Right-band of. tht Majefly on bigb. And 
bow can the nded Orthodox”  polfibly reconcile 
the expreſs n and, moſt evident Senſe of 
(thee Texts wi their Scheme? Error n 


JS 
ul of Error, and learned Men, when they. under- 
take to defend it, are never at a' Loſs fot᷑ one Eva - 


perfest God, equal to the ſupreme 
God. in all Perfections; and the human Nature, 
which. was born of the Virgin Mary, a perfor? Mn, 
of à reaſonable Soul and human Fleſh ſub/iſting —— An 
how did the Son of God aſſume this human Soul 
and Body? — His divine Nature was united to the 
human in one Perſon, by a >ypoſtatical Uni. And 
what Sort of Union is that ?— It is a Very above 
our Underſtanding to comprehend. But do the 
Scriptures any where teach; that the Som of God 
was made Fleſh, or became a Man, only as he was 
Hpoſtatically united to the Man'eſus No; but 
Things will not bear without ſuppoling this Hpoſta- 
tical Union. It is the Pillar of the whole Cauſe. — 
And to what Purpoſe doth it ſerve It furnieth 
à Rule of Interpretation; a Key to open the Senſe 
of Scripture. For ùpon the Foundation of this Union, 
the Properties of the human Nature, ſuch as . 
rance, Changeableneſs, Poverty, &c. may be Arriku- 
ED of his wWwROLE PerSON,” and conſequently of 
the divine as well as human Nature. And the 
Properties of the divine Nature, ſuch as Unchangea- 
'  "Sleneſs, Ommiſcience, . &c. may be arrirmeD: allo 
of his wHoLz PERSON, and conſequently of the h- 
man as well. as divine Nature. And therefore when 
it is ſaid of him in his Big bef Capacity, or divine 


* Nature, 


* 


rim 


Naur, that he wat and Fleſh, emptied himſelf, ad 
beadme poor, it is true, and, according to this Rule 
of 2 is to A AS” +. of his 


But I afk n Chriſt or his Apoſtles give 
vs this Rule of In ion ? Thoſe unjuſtly tat- 
led Arians, take their Rules of interpreting Scripture 
from the Scripture, itſelf. But whence do the 
ended Orthodox take this Rule Þ They tell us, it is 
neceflacy wn — the e Article of 
Faith, upon the right Underſtanding of which our 
eternal — depends. And why then hath 
che merciful eee the faithful and true — 


% 


—ĩů ä Minds is artndes with 8 
Diſiculties ? And yet in all his Diſcourſes we have 
Pome mngs — rqacrt of this Rule, notwithſtand- 
idg che many which gave him Opportunity, 
nod indeed made it neceſſary, to hint it, had it 
been à real and true Rule. Never doth he ſug- 
22 this is to be underſtood of my baman, that 
Fo, or the Properties of my bu. 
may be affirmed of my whole Perſon. 
+ Dentidiflontion <6 me, that he did not think 
this Rule needful ; and that every Thing relati 
to his Nature or Ferſon, may be fully und 
without it. 
But further This Rule labours under wake 
great Inconvenience, viz. That it cannot be applied to | . 
the Teske it is intendal to explain. For, whereas the 
Founbarion of it, as Mr. Sloſs tells us, lieth in the 
-Un1on of the divine Nature with the human, theſe 
Texts ſpeak on of the dive Nature, not as in 
Union with the Buman, but by itſelf, ſingly and 


9 confidered.” It was the * not » 
| | E 
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in Union with a Mu, but the 
. yg two conſidered, the Wurd that twes in 
the Begining with Go, and was God, by whom all Things 
were mate 3; it was that Being or Perſon conſidered 
nne who was made Heſb, 
and dwelt among us. It was not a Perſon immenſely 
rich, united o a Perſon very poor, who. might 


upon che Foundation of that Union, be affirmed 


to be poor. No but it was the rich, Ferſaa cf | 


ſidered is bim/ef, and by Ku, before! he-came 
into the World in a State of Poverty; it was, that 
rich Perſon difin&y conſidered, who afterwards, 
through his unſpeakable Love, for our Sakey became 
poor. It was not the Perſon, who was in db Faw 
of Cad in Union with the Perſon of a Ma it w 
not Hz and another PNS jointly .who./ nN 
and humbled himſelf. No but it was that very 


y and ſeparately, 1 8 
as Mr. 00 k to the human N 


emptied 


* R e tha Mey my day 
any Thing, this could not pofſibiy be degied, is 
ſo clear and ſtrong in Rrvelstion. And; thus this 
the main 


Rule of Interpretation fails in the n, 88 
it cannot peſibly be applied to thoſe Texts and era 
others, which Mou be explained by . The 
L eee ee 
Union between two Natures, viz. the Spn F Cad, 
and a human Soul. and Body. But the Texts ſpeak 
only of one of thoſe Natures, viz. the Son uf God 
himſelf, conſidered not in Union with any other 
Nature, but ſingly, by himſelf, and diſtin 
all other Perſons. .or Natures, all Souls and Bodies 
whatſoever. The Rule ſuppoſeth the Son of God, 
in Fact, already in fuch a State, that it may be 
affirmed of him, Adar be vas changed; but the Texts 
- ſpeak of a quite different State, in which he was 


Wire by wa! hong, or before b be fre 


—— * wha was in the Form of Cad, do- 


a. 
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_ of hives 8 he was changed. And therefore any 
unprejudiced Perſon may ſee, the Rule ſhoots vaſtly 
wide of the-Mark 10-which it is diretled. | 
But this is not 'all-<I'afk again, Dotk this Uni: 
on make the Thing really true, that the Son of God 
was made Fiſh, did and humble himſelf,” and 
become poor? — No for it is impoſſible, ſay they; 
that he Who is equal to the Father in all Perfections, 
and conſequently ih Unchangeableneſs, ſhould in any 
Reſpe& be pro or ge bumbled or made poor. 
Only upon the Foundation of this Union, it may be 
«AFFIRMED, that his divine Nature was emptied, Lins 
Died and made poor.—So then, after all, this Union 
doth not ſhew us that the Son of God really was 
made Fleſh, that he really emptied himſelf, and became 
poor but ferveth only to account for a Manner of 
| Speeth, that it may be uſed without being liable to 
the Charge of a downright Falſity, though the Thing 
be really falſe in itſelf. The hi , that the Son 
| of God was emptied, bunmbled, made 5. and became 
Poor; is really in the Scheme of thoſe who uſe this 
Rule ef Explieation, a Falſhood, and the Union is 
a Salvo for the Manner of ſpeaking. Fhe Thing, 
with them, is not true, only it may be AFFIRMED 
to be true upon the Foundation of this Union. 
Which Union hath Relation to Wonps only, but 
doth not affect the Thing itſelf, nor hath any Man- 
ner of Relation to that. For notwithſtanding this 
Union, the Word, the Son of God, the divine Nature 
ef Chjift, which they ſuppoſe abſolutely unchange- 
able, did not change, did not become Fleſh, was not 
enptied, &c. only it might be AFFIRMED 40 become 
Fleß, &c. That is to ſay, this hyyoftatical Union is 
a a mere Fiction and Hufion, an A invented 
o ſupport an Abſurdit . 
Thus any Man, who bath courage to open his 
1 EF yes, may ſee that this Scheme sars the very 
-Fouypartion of Chriſtianity, the Incarnation and 
75 Sufferings 
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Sufferings of our Lonp. And here they, who un- 
dertake the Defence of it, are pinched and galled tg 
the very Soul. And what do they do? Diſcern their 
Error and correct it? No; it is upon one Account 
or other an important Article, and wut be defended. 
Their learned ingenious Men ſet their Heads to 
work, and one invents this S#ppoſition, and anothet 
that, the Figments of their own, Brain, without any 
Ground in Revelation, and till inconſiſtent; with its 
plain and obvious Language. | 


# oq — 


But ho clear and eaſy is the Scripture Account of 
our BLESSED Lorp! And how free from Perplexity 
are they who admit it upon its own true Principles! 
Away with your fictitious Unions; it was the Word 
that was made Fleſh; that very Being and Perſons 
who was in the Begining with God, and was God, in 
great Power, Honour and Authority with the Father, 
and by whom he created all things; that very'Being, 
and no other, was made Fleſh,” and dwelt among us. 
That very Being, and no other, who was poſſeſſed 
of heavenly Riches, for our Sakes became poor. He 
who was in the Form of God, who appeared in Glory 
to the Patriarchs and Prophets; be who from the 
Begining of the World acted and ſpake in the Name, 
and Authority of the Father; he, and no other 
Perſon but he, emptied himſelf, and took upon him the 
Farm of a Servant. By his vzxv Son God hath ſpo- 
| ken unto.us in theſe la Days, Heb. i. 1, 2, 3.' . By 
him, whom be appointed Heir of all things, and by 
whom alſo be made the Worlds ;_ by him, in his owns 
true, real, proper Perſon be hath ſpoken unte us. It 
was that very Being and Perſon, who was the Bright- 
neſs of the, Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of 
bis Perſon, upholding all things by the Word of bis Paws 
er; it was that very Being who by. HIMSELF 85 
our Sins, being made a Sacrifice for us. And $6 
ſuppoſe the Son of God to be of ſuch a Nature, 
that he could not in his own proper Perſon do thoſe 
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thi ings, is to ſubvert the whole of Chriſtianity, and 
yepreſent the Goſpel as a grand Deception. It was the 
Sow or Gop, and no other Soul or Spirit, who was 
born of the Virgin Marty, lived in Subjeftion to bis 
Parents, grew in Wiſdom, was tempted, went about 
Judea teaching and working Miracles, who ſaid, 

_ My Soul is, [or I am ] exceeding. ſorrowful even unto 
Death; who cried out upon the Croſs, My God, my 
Grd, why baſt thok forſaken me ? Who became cba. 
ent to Death, who roſe again the third Day, aſcend- 
ed into Heaven, and now ſits there highly exalted 
above all Principality and Power, to be a Prince 
and a Saviour to. us ſinful Men. And this is the 
Wonpzk and the Grery of the Goſpel, that a 
Being of fuch fupereminent Excellency, Power, 
and Honour, fhould give bimſelf for us; that for us 
Men and our Salvation, he came down from Hea- 
ven, and took upon bim the Likeneſs of finful Fleſh. 
This is Grace, which I make no Doubt raiſeth the 
Admiration of more Worlds than ours. This is 
the Love of God, for ever to be adored, that be 
7p his only begoten Son for us; that be ſpared not bis 
W Son, a Perſon the deareſt to him, and in his 
. higheſt Eſteem, hut delivered bim up for us all. How | 
aofiſhin beyond Thought. and Expreſſion is the 
Love of God ! How amazing the Grace and Con- 
daeſcenſion of our Lorp Jzsus CnaIsTI How 
mighty, how honourable and excellent. are the Acts 
©. *of Love and Righteouſneſs he hath performed in 
Obedience to God, and in Geod - Will to periſhing 
Men! Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain to receive 
Powter, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, and 
Honour, and Glory, and 5 the Lamb, who hath. 
redeemed us to God by Blood It is a delightful 
Theme, full of Al Joy and good Hape. 
Thus we. do * chat CanrrsT is really, my 
a 


Jud. x. 16. Prov. vi. 16. in the Margin. Jer. . 7— 
1 . Mat, xi. 38, Heb, x. 38. | 
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and properly, in {his own Perſon, come in the 4 
1 Jobn iv. 2. We believe ind acknowledge 
the Worp, who was with God, and by whom God 
created all, hath hr and redeemed us with his 
OWN Blood, the Blood of that Body in which he 
wy}; or tabernacled, amongſt us. | 
But in Truth, thoſe who embrace the commoj 
Schbaies, which have for above 13 Hundred Yeats 
been impoſed upon the Conſciences of Chriſtians, 
by all Manner of- ſpiritual and tem — Tyranny; 
thoſe Perſons, in Effect and by Conſequence; do not 
confeſs that Canist is come in the Fleſh. For they re 
preſent the Son of God to be ra a Bein „that he 
could not poſſibly come in the Fleſh, empty E NO ot 
_ redeem us with. bis own Blood. For being fu 
equal to the Father in Nature and all Perfectio 
he could not poſſibly admit of any Change of Sr | 
Thus, as I have ſaid, by ſcholaſtic Inventions, t 
a ibble away the very Foundation of Chriſtia 
Incarnation of 'the Son . Thus, in 22 
fect, they deny that Feſus, the Man Jeſus is the 
Chriſt, the Son of God; thus, in Effect they fs 
the Son, 1 Fobn ii. 22, 23. The Father fas 7 
Sow to be the Saviour of the World. — iv. « 
they, in Effect, do not believe th Jeſus, the | za 
Jeſus, who appeared and lived among us, it the 
Son or Gop,—v.-5. Thus, in Effect, chey pews 
not the Record God bath given of bis Son, vis. that 
he ſent him into the World, and gave him for us. 
— v.10. And in this they agree with the old He- 
retics, who firſt began to corrupt the Chriſtian F aith, 
by affirming that the Man Jeſus was not the Sox 
or Gop, and that the Son of God did not really and 
actually live, and ſuffer in our Fleſh, but in Ap- 
. pearance only. This is that very Antichriſt which 
was in the World, even in the Apoſtles Days, and 
againſt which they ſo frequently caution the Chri- 


ſtian Churches. See 1 3 Ul, 18—2.—iv. I, 2, 
| | 3.—v. 
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3.—v. 1, 3, 10, 20. 2 Jobn, ver. 711. Jude 3, 4. 
Thus they reduce the Perſon who Jes himſelf the 
Son of God, arid ſuffered at Jeruſalem, to no more, 
in Reality, than a human Soul and Body the true 
Son of God, being according to them in ſuch a State, 
that he could be related to that human Soul and 
Body, that Man, who was called Jeſus, no other 
Way than by a certain; Union, which effected no- 
thing, And thus their Schemgends, in what is re- 
puted Socinianiſm. For in Truth, and Fact, accord - 
2 to them, it was only a human Soul and Body in 
a feigned Union with the Son of - God, which was 
born, and ſuffered. upon the Croſs, and not the 

VERY SON or GOD HIMSELF, | 
But after all, many honeſt Men, who — 
own nor ſee the abſurd and hurtful Conſequences of 
their own Opinions, and who, as well as we, fear 
God, and through his Grace, hope for Salvation by 
Chriſt, will I doubt not, t rough Infirmity and 
ant / of proper: Evidence, retain theſe groundleſs 
and confuſed, Notions of our Redeemer.. What 
| muſt, we do in this Caſe ? Hate, revile and caſt out 
one another? God forbid. Let Men of intempe- 
rate Zeal give into fuch unchriſtian Meaſures; we 
abhor and diſclaim. them. - Perſecytion is ſuch an 
| heinous Sin in the Sight of God, and. we ate ſo un- 
fit to be Judges one of another, that we dare do 
nothing unkind or cruel to thoſe who differ from 
us. WI ARE rox PEACE and Love with ALL 
Cugisriaxs. Wickedneſs ſhould ever be hateful 
to us, but Weakneſs of Judgment, and Error of 
Underſtanding, are conſiſtent with Integrity. Many 
a good Man hath been in a great Miſtake. Here 
then the Spirit of the Goſpel, Charity, and mutual 
Forbearance, ought to take Place, according to the 
2 and Exhorrations of our Loxp and his 
poſtles, Mat, v. 63, 7, 9. Bleſſed are the Mee; 
31 A are the  Merciful bleſſed are the . 
ohn 
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=] John xii, 34» 35. A new Comma NF THA ut 1 give unte 


you, that you love one another ,, as I have loved you, that 
ye alſo love one another. Rom. xii. g, 10.—xv. 1, 5. 
1 Cor. i. 10.—xiii. 1, 2, 3. Though a Man ſpeak with 
the Tongues of Men and Angels, and have not Charity 
Love to his Chriſtian Brother] he is become as ſound- 
ing Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal. And though he'bath 
the Gift of Prophecy, and underſtands all MysTzz1gs,” 
and all Knowledge ; and though he hath all Faith, Jo 
that he could remove Mountains, and bath no Charity, 
no Love to his Chriſtian Brother, he is noTHING., 
And though he Beſtos all his Goods to feed the Poor, 
And though he giveth his Body te be burnt, and 'hath 
not Charity, it profiteth him nothing. . 2 Cor. xiii. 11. 
Gal. v. 9. Eph. iv. 1, 2, 3, 31, 32.—v. 1,2. Phil. 
ii. 1, 2, 3. Col. iti. 8. Put off all thoſe, Anger, 
Wrath, Malice ;—ver. 12. Put on (as the Elet7'of C 
holy and beloved) Bowels of Mercy, Kindneſs, Humble- 
neſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering ; forbearing one. 
another, and forgiving one another, even as Chriſt for- 
gave you, ſo do ye. ver. 14. Heb. xili. 1. Let brother- 
Love continue. James iii. 14, &c. How ſweet and 
amiable! How kind and friendly is the Spirit of the. 
Goſpel! How frequently is Love inculcated, and 
bound upon our Conſciences by the moſt poſitive 
Precepts, the moſt forcible Arguments, and endear- 
ing Conſiderations! Can any thing be more cer- 
rain in the Rules of our Religion, than that we ought 
to ſuppreſs all turbulent Paſſions, Quarrels and 
Contention, and exereiſe all Hymility, Tenderneſs, 
Peaceableneſs? Ts it any thing near fo plain, that 
we ought to cite and arraign, judge and condemn 
our Brother, eſpecially upon any diſputable Points, 
as that we ought to be af a charitable Diſpoſition 
towards him ? PPP 
But Mr. SI hath wrote a ſmall Treatiſe, upon 
the Right of religious Societies to exclude berttical and” 
unruly Members ] which, with his other Principles, 
G 3 would 


r 
ld throw us all into State of perpetual Hatred, 
ar and Confuſion. Heretics, and ſcandalous Ofen- 
ders, are to be excommunicated, and delivered to 
Catan. But from the Scripture, the only Rule of 
our Religion, he doth not attempt to give one ſin- 
gle Mark, by which we may judge, who are He- 
relics, ad ſcandalous Offenders, excepting that of 
Fundamental Errors; which, according to him, are 
What any one is pleaſed to make them. Here then 
Mr. Sloſs propoſeth a Method of purging the Church, 
Which will equally ſuit all Sides, and ſerve any Cauſe, 
| How, bad ſoc ver. He hath judged Mr. Raw/on a He. 
relic; Mr. Rawſon hath as much, if not more, Rea» 
{6h to judge him a Heretic. He hath excommuni- 
cated Mr. Rawſon, and Mr. Rawſon, had he Power. 
might extommunicate him. Thus Cenſure and Ma- 


_ might walk their Rounds, and prompt us to 


bite and devour one angiber, till we were conſumed one 
| of. another. For, if we have no certain -Rules of 
Church-Fellowſhip, no determinate Criterion where- 
by we can be aſſured any Perſon is a Heretic, we are 
left to all the Caprice of Fancy, Humour, or Paſſi- 
on; and any Man may, to gratify his Pride, or IIl- 
Nature, make any Man an Heretic at Diſcretion, and 
under an odious Name, do him all the Miſchief in 
Bis Power. But hath the merciful and benevolent 
Jeſis, the great Teacher and Example of Love and 
 Gopdneſs, thus left'us to tear and abuſe one ano- 
ther without Reaſon, and without End? You ſay, 
P- 29. It is true, this Key of Diſcipline may be turned 
a wrong Way, and abuſed to very vile Purpoſes ; in 
| which Caſe it becomes void and null, a mere empty Sound 
and Naiſe, without am Effets, &c. And if ſo, ſhould 
not you upon ſolid Grounds of Scripture have, 
ſhewn, that in Mr. Rawy/on's Caſe, you have not abu- 
fed this Oxdipance, and turned the Key of Diſcipline. a 
Torong Way? But for any thing you have advanced, 
It appears to me in this Light, viz, ** That yo 
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| if 5 
« and your Society have either ignorantly, or prefump- 
© tuouſly, ſet yourſelves in the Temple of God, upon 
% the Throne of Car1sT, ufurping that Dominion 
% over the Faith and Conſciences of his profeſſed 
&« Diſciples, which belongs to him alone. You 
i have taken upon you to alter the Terms of Chri- 
ian Communion here, and of eternal Salvation here- 
& after. Inſtead of the common Rule of our Faith, 
% dclivered by the Spirit of God in Scripture, you ' 
have deviſed Propoſitions in your own Words, 
and according to your own Judgment, as Terz 
4 of Chriſtian Faith and Doctrine; and herein 
«* you have in Words gone beyond all the Corrupter 
* of true Religion, even the Fang of 2 itlelf. 
„ And upon your own devi tions, you 
% have or as an Heretic, and caft out-of he 
Church, a Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, who openly 
&« before you all profeſſed his Faith in him, accord- 
sing to, and in the Words of, the Scriptures of 
„Truth, for no other Reaſon, than becauſe he 
“ refuſed to profeſs. his Chriſtian Faith according 
to the Senſe of your Propofitions.”” This you 
buave done. Which to me, judging by the Rules of 
the Goſpel, appears to be a Deed UNJUSTIFIABLE 
WICKED, and ABOMINABLE. You have pervert: 
the Goſpel ; you have changed the Laws of Chrgft's 
Kingdom; you have aſſumed his Authority to your- 
ſelf and not only ſo, but you alſo endeavour to 
eſtabliſh your own evil Deeds into a general Rule, 
by inviting and perſuading Proteſtant Diſſenters to 
copy after the Example you have ſet before them, p. 
16. 1. 28. That you have drawn up Propoſitions 
in your ewn Words, and according to your own 
Judgment, as TzsTs of true Chriſtian Faith, in- 
ſtead of Scripture Words, you acknowledge; you 
own the Propoſitions; you have publiſhed: them 
yourſelf, p. 65, 66. you juſtify them, by alledgibgs 
that in the Caſe of Hereh, Scripiure-Words are not 
17 5 ' a 
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4 fu zeilen Mean to know whether Perſons are ſound, 
or take the Scripture in a true Senſe, p. 50, in the 
Note. That you have in this Way changed the Rule 
of Faith even beyond am, who have been ſo bold as 
to change it at all, you alſo confeſs, and undertake 
to juſtify, by alledging, that it was done for this 
End, that the Terms of your Queſtions might anſwer 
the Particular Turn;ithe Arian Controverſy: hath taken 
at this Day, p. 10. 1. 8. That upon your own deviſed 
Propoſitions you have branded as an Heretic, and 
caſt out of the Church, Mr. FeſepÞ Rawſon, then a 
Member of your Society, for no other Reaſon than 
becauſe he refuſed to profeſs his Chriſtian Faith 
according to the Senſe of your own Propoſitions ; 
ou and your Society have given the Public a plain 
and expreſs Account in the Book I am now ex- 
amining. Therefore the Truth. of theſe Facts will 
bear no Diſpute. You vindicate them, you glory in 
them. You and your Fellow-Paſtor, your ſurviv- 
ing Elder, and your Three Deacons, have atteſted and 
avowed them in the Face of the Chriſtian World, 
by 2 formal Subſcription of your Names. I am 
heartily grieved, and ſorry for it. But you have made 
the thing certain, and put yourſelves beyond a Pol- 
ſibility of denying or evading it. | 
© Therefore Mr. Sloſs's Buſineſs is not to amuſe the 
World by pleading in general for the Right of religi- 
ous Societies to exclude heretical Member; but to 
make his Cauſe good, he ſhould prove, and he is 
rey challenged to Prove, the Three following Pro- 


al tions. 


„ That, according to the Writings of the New 
75 eftament, a fimple Mt Nate of Judgment, in underſtand- 
ing the Scriptures, conſtitutetb a Man an Heretic, al- 
though be ſincerely endeavours to know and Praliiſe the 
Truth, I deny'1 wt let him prove 1 ads 


BB. 5 Scripture 
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Scripture Hereſy is a Work of the Fleſh, and comes 
under the ſame general Notion with Adultery; For- 
nication, — Hatred, Strife, Seditions,— Murthers,— 
and ſuch like. See Gal. v. 19, 20, 21. The Scrip- 
ture Heretic is deſcribed at arge, Als xx. 29, 30. 
2 Tim. iii. 17. Tit. i. 1014. There che very 
Heretics ate deſetſbed, whom Titus was to 

2 Pet. ii. throughout. 1 Jobs = 18, 255 2 Je 
67. "The Epiſtle of Judt. | 


II. That any Propoſitions, nt fo be Shiver 
Pp truly or 'exattly from Scripture by bim, or am other. 
Man, in his own Words, and after bis own Ju, 
are, by Divine Warrant, a Standard, by which- the 
Sentiments of Chriſtians may, and oupht to be tried, 
whether they be ſound, and agreable to the Senſe f 
1 I deny it; let fim Prove te 18 


III. That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt bath given bim, 
or any other Man, Authority in his Name to caft out of 
Communion any profeſſed Chriſtian, who ſhall ręiect am 
Propoſitions, or the Senſe of any Propoſitions, drawn by 
him from Scripture, to the beſt of bis own Judgment. 
as Standards and Teſts of Goſpel Faith and Dotarme. 1 
deny it; FE him prove it. L 


* 
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Theſe are the Points Mr. Slofs is to prove, if be 
will make good his Cauſe, and convince Proteſtant 


2 Diſſenters, they may ſafely copy after his Example, 


And whenever he thinks fit to deliver his Senti- 
ments upon theſe Propofitions, he may expect to 
have them examined with Candour and Impartiality. 
In oppoſition to the Two laſt of theſe Fropoſitions, 
I venture to affirm that the Scriptures are the only 
Rule of Faith, in Matters of Revelation, to all 
Cbriſtians. That the Words of that Rule, as de- 
livered to us by the Spirit of God, are eſſentiab to 

it; 5 for take away the 2 and you tale * 
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the Rule, as delivered to us by the Spirit of God, 
i. e. as it is the Object of our Faith. That no Pro- 
poſitions, but ſuch as are the direct expreſs Propoſi- 
tions of Scripture, are the Standard and Teſt of 
Chriſtian Faith and Doctrine. That, though we 
may uſe any Means of underſtanding Scripture, or 
cauſing it to be underſtood, yet no Man hath any 


Authority to deliver his own Judgment, or his own 


Senſe of Scripture," in his own Words, inſtead of 
the Scripture itſelf, as obligatory upon Conſcience ; 


for then he will have Authority to change the Rule 


of Faith, as his Judgment and Words happen to 
change; and ſo the Rule will be made uncertain 
and arbitrary, at the Will of proud or ignorant 
Men. Moreover, as we being many are one Body in 

Chriſt, as we ate called and baptized into ons Bopy, 
in the Unity of Faith and Spirit, if particular Men, 


or particular Chriſtian Societies, have a Right to 


make their own Deductions from Scripture the Stan- 
dard of Faith, and the Terms of Communion, then 
8 there will be as many different Terms of 

mmunion, and Standards of Faith, as there are 


Chriſtian Societies; and then the Body of Chriſt 


will be disjointed and divided into Many BoDIES ; 
the Unity of Faith will be diſſolved ; and the Unity 
of Spirit, Love and Peace, will be turned into Party- 
Zeal, Animoſity and Variance. And this, as I take 
it, hath been for many Ages, and fill is, tht unbappy, 
NCHRISTIAN State of the Chriſtian World. Further 
I advance, while we all profeſs the Scriptures to be 
the Rule of Faith, while we all aſſent to the Words 
thereof, and believe in CHR ISH according to the beſt 
ight we can, every one of us for curſelves,, derive 
rom thence z_ we have indeed Liberty to inform and 


2 inſtruct one another, but we have no Right as Jubo- 


, to enquire into one another's Sentiments, to ſer 
our own Propoſitions. er Notiops for Standards 


t other Men, nor to reject any Chriſtian * 


* 


„ 

he doth not think and ſpeak as we do. To his ows 
Maſter he ſtands or falls, and not to us. Os in Me. 
Slaſs's own Words, p. 23. As every Man muſt give 
un Account of bimſelf unto God, and anſwer for bis own 
Soul, ſo he hath a Right to prIvaTs 
independent of any Man, or 3 of Men whatſoever. 
Nor can any claim. a Right over ciences of -01htrs, 
or exerciſe-any Authority over them, farther than be is 


able 10 enlighten them minifterially by Reaſon and Scripo = 


tare, and laying before them the Precepts of the Word, 
and enjoining the Commands of CarisT, and declaring 
Fay which ere the Conſcience. How Mr. 
Sloſs ſuffered this to eſcape him, I cannot imagine; 
certainly it ruineth his whole Cauſe. i 


- 


you a very wrong and imperfect Account of de- 


vering to Satan for the Deftrutiion of the Fleſh, p. 34. | 
Deftroying the Fleſh is a thing quite different from 


mortifying of it. Mortifying the Fleſh is the-volun- 
tary Act of a Perſon keeping his Body in Suhjecti- 
an by Temperance. But the Fleſh is defroyed only 
by Death or Diſeaſe, which corrupt and conſume it. 
The Deſtrudion f the Fleſp, mentioned 1 Cor. v. g. 
was not a voluntary thing; was not an Act of Vir. 
tue; but was to be inflicted upon the Offender by 
external Force, againſt his Will. Satan was to de- 
ſtroy his Fleſh. For according to the common 
- Oginion and Language of the Jcus, Diſeaſes were 


and a Diſeaſe, were ſometimes ſynonymous ?. 80 
Lake xiii. 11. There was a Woman who bad'a Spirit 
i of Infirmity. And our Saviour, ver. 16, faith, oughs- 


not this Woman whom Satan bath bound, i, e. who; 
hath ſo long been miſerably crooked, and bowed - 


down. Therefore to deliver a Man unto Satan, was 
to ſubject him to ſome grievous Diſtemper, to pain 

*'LjotTyoor's Hb. and Taim.' Exercit, on Lake xiil; 11, 
Vol. II. p 441. And on 1 Gor. v. 5. p. 7494759 | ; 


NT, 


This Gentleman, if I am not much miſtaken, 25 


aſcribed to Satan, or evil Spirits; and an evil Spirit, 


TE L 168 } 
and macerate the Fleſh.” The Caſe is this. Beſides 
the ſalutary Miracles which God wrought by the 
Hands of the Apoſtles, he thought fit their Mini- 
ſtry ſhould be attended with a Power of inflicting 
Death or Diſeaſe, to correct Diſorders ; which other- 
wiſe would have ruined Chriſtianity in its Riſe and' 
Infancy. To reclaim bold and daring Offenders, and 
do ſtrike a Terror into others. So Ananias and Sap- 
 phira were ſtruck dead ; Elymas the Sorcerer blind; 
the Sons of Sceva ſtripped 'and wounded by an evil 
Spirit, A, xix. 16. The Corinthians, for their Irre- | 
gularities in Divine Worſhip, were many of them ck 
and weak, arid many of them dead, 1 Cor. xi. 30. This, 
J doubt not, is the Rop the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, 
x Cor. iv. 21. alluding, probably to the Red of Moſes, 
wherewith'he fmote Pbaraob, and the Egyptians. He 
refers to this Power, 2 Cor. x. 6. Having, a Power, 
in Readineſs to revenge all Diſobedience, when the Obe- 
dience of fach as will take Warning and amend, #s 
fulfilled.” And xiti. 2. 1 told you Before and now 
write to them who have fined, and to all other, that 
if [when] I come again, I ſhall not spuRE. And, 
ver. 10: I write theſe things being abſent, left, when I 
am preſent, I ſhould uſe SSareness'; according to the 
Powter which the Lord hath given me to Edification, 
and not to Deſtruftion, ' For, ver. 8. we can, by this 
Pow, do nothing againſt the Truth, but for the Truth, 
And, ver. g. glad the Apoſile was, when he was wear, 
and the Corinthians were STRONG; i. e. when, by 
their obedient Regards to the Truth, they had dif. 
armed him of this PowWER, which he could not then 
exerciſe. And this is one Inſtance of the Apoſtolic 
Power,' to bind; and looſe, to retain and remit Mens 
Sins, viz. the inflicting and removing bodily Di- 
ſtempers; and not what Mr. See ſuppoſeth, viz. 
the peculiar Virtue of his abſurd Sentence of Excom- 
munication to reach the Conſcience, p. 29. 
Ftom all this it is eaſy ta fee, that i0 deliver * 
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for the Deſtrucbion of the Fleſh, was ſomething miracu · 
lous, which belonged ſolely to the Apoſtolic Office. 
For the Apoſtle claims it wholly. to himſelf, under 
God and our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt. And none but an 
Apoſtle did ever exerciſe this Power. It was the 
Apoſtle himſelf who delivered unto Satan Hymeneus | 
and Alexander, Two Apoſtates, who having renoun- 
ced Chriſtianity, oppoſed the Apoſtle, not without 
virulent abuſive. Language, 1 Jim. i. 19, 20. In 
this Caſe, he ſtruck them with the Apoſtolic Rod, 
inflicted ſome ſevere bodily Puniſhment upon them, 
to check their laſolence, and confound their Blaſphe- 
my. It was not the Church at Corinth, that deliver- 
ed the inceſtuous Perſon 0 Satan, but the: Apoſtle 
himſelf threatened to do it. For ſo the Words ex- 
preſly run, 1 Cor. v. 3. For J verily as abſent in the 
Body, but preſent.in Spirit, have already judged, deter- 
mined and decreed, as tho' I were preſent,” concerning 
him that hath ſo done this Deed; in the Name of aur 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt,, when ye art gathered together; and 
ny Spirit with the Power of our. Lard Fejus Chriſt I 
have judged, decreed or purpoſed, to deliver Juch.a one 
unto Satan for the Deſtruction of the Hieb, that the Aa ; 
may be ſaved in the Day of aur Lard. Parallel to this 
laſt Clauſe is 1 Cor. xi, 32. But when, or whereas, 
we are judged, by Sickneſs; Weakneſs and Death, 
we are chaſlened the Lord, that we may unt at laſt 
No condemned with- the Warld,.,; It was the 

rpoſed to ſtrike the inceſtuous Penſon wich 

Molic Rod, The Corintbian Church were än- 
deed to reprehend and chide him for his Faulty 2 Cor, 
ii. 6, It was their Duty to put him away from among 
them, and not to accompany with him, till here 
pented and reformed, 1 Cor. v. 2, 9, 13. But this 
was all they could do, and all che Apoſtle. expected 
from them; and he blameth them. . | 
not done it before; and their. Negligeace, 
* why he ſhook r over he 5 pf: 


Wy 
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leoder's Head, to bring them, as well as him, to 2 


-. caſe of Duty. But it muſk be carefully obſerved, 


that the Apoſtle never ually ſtruck the Offender, | 
or delivered him over ig Catan. No; the Corinthians 
were dorry for their Negligence, and immediately 
applied themſelves to their Duty, in reproving and 
edowning the guilty Perfon ; who by ſuch Diſci- 
pline, and the Apoſtolic Threatening, was brought 
to ſuch a Senſe of his Crime, that chere was Dan- 
ger be ſhould be favallowed up of too much Sorrow, 
Therefore the Apoſtle ſhewed him Favour, or, as 
ve tranſlate it, fergaue bim; 2 Cor. ii. 9. i. e. did not 
ſtrike him with the Anaſtolic Rod; but declared, ver. 
6. the Puniſhment; it ſhould have been rendered, 
Rebithe, which was (not inflibied, for that is not in 
the Greek, but) given . mam, i. e. che whole Con- 
gregation, or the greateſt Part of them; the Apo- 
ie declared this Rebule by the Congregation, as as it 
had: the .defired Effect, $urricrenT, without the 
ſeuerer Syroke of che Rop. This you have at large, 
2 Cr. il. 1-14. For aan Enpljcation of this 


Aſiair, ſee che 

com all this conclude, 1. That the A poſtles 
bad che Power of Chi attandi their Miniſtry; to 
ftrtke Offenders with Death or Diſeaſe, as Occaſion 
required, whether the Perſons were preſent or-ab- 
fear.” : II. That all the Powes Chriftians have, or 

_ ever at any Tie had, is to obſerve what appears 
ſcandalous in the Converſation of their Fellow. Chri- 
ſtians, to admoniſni chem, to difown thoſe that refuſe 
to reform, and to ſhun their Society. And this is all 
the Power that ean poſſihly be proved from Reaſon 
and Scripture, that Chwiſtians have over one ano- 
eber. III. Not ahey chat are miſtaken in their Opi- 
niotis, but ſober in their Lives, are to be diſowned; 
— Apoſtle hathvexpreſly written, 1 Cor. v. 11. 
that Chriſtians ſhould not keep Company, if any 
en that is called a Rrurber, be a Formicator, or 


vetous, 


E, 
wvelous, or an Idolater, or a Railer, or a — | 
an Extortioner, with ſuch a one, no not to a. 

Mr. Sloſs in his True Narrative, hathi confirmed | 
the principal Facts in Mr.-Raw/on's, and diſproved 
ſeveral in his own. He indeed charges Mr. Rawſon 
with M/repreſentations and Faiſboods ; but he is ſo apt 
to give things improper Names, that I am cautious 
of Aſknt, Eſpecially, becauſe he no where appeals to 
the AUTHENTIC Recorps of tbe Society, from which 
he, or ſome of his Friends, promiſed in Two 
Advertiſements, (the one put into ſeveral News Pa- 

pers, the other diſperſed about the Country in ſingle 
Scraps) to publiſh a true Account of Mr. Rauſan 8 
Affair. Both theſe Advertiſements are-in-SubSaence 
the ſame, and run thus. Whereas Joſeph Rawſon, 
togetber with other of the Arian Party, have publiſhed 
@ falſe Narrative of bis Caje, —theſe gre te geye\Natice 
—that the Congregation will itn a ſhort Time publiſh a 
true Account of that Afair, from the autaznTiC Ra- 
cops of the Society, ſubſcribed by ſeveral of tbe prin- 
cipal Members thereof. Here Mr. Sloſs; or ſame of 
his Friends, did more than affirm, in the Face of all 
Mankind, that they had Records, authentic:Records, 
in which they had entered Mr. Ratſan s Affair; they 
promiſe the World a faithful Copy or Extract from 
thoſe Records, And why then no Appeal —— 
in all Mr..$/oſs's Narratiue;? Mult it not be, either 
becauſe they have no ſuch Records; or, if they have, 
becauſe thoſe Records do not confirm Mr. Slofs's Ac. 
counts? He and his Society cannot be ignorant how 
they are charged upon this Head. I wiſh they 
would unravel the Affair a little, and make it ap- 
pear, that we have no Ground from this Part of 
their Conduct to obſerve, that a perſecuting Spirit 
ſticteth at nothing 10 ſerve its own "Cauſe, an leads to 
all Manner of Falſhood. 

Mr. Sloſs re Mr. Rawſon 2s a pitiful Tour 

| ſet up by the Arian Party in and about. TI 
the 


1 7 
tze Seeds of Hereſy and Diviſon among them, p. 9. 
Again, The Arian Party have made uſe of bim, as a Tool, 
to do our Society all the, Miſchief they could, p. 48.—By 
this one would imagine Mr. Ratuſon was the Aggreſ- 
Hor, that he begun to practiſe upon the Congregation 
firſt. and to broach his Sentiments among them with 
an Intent to raiſe Diſturbances. But Mr. Sloſs in 
other Places gives us to underſtand, that he and his 
Society were the original Authars of all the Diſtur- 
bance. They entertained Suſpicions of Mr. Rawſon, 
p. 57, 65. They were informed, and be was reputed ta 
have drank in the Arian Hereſy, p. 64. For a Year to- 
gether they pumped him by one or other of their 
Members, and inquired into bis Sentiments, put ſeveral 
Rueſtions io him; his Anſwers increaſed their Suſpicion 
at laſt, contrary to his Intent or Deſire, they called 
bim before them; be appeared; denied their Authority to 
inquire into his Sentiments ; they ſift and examine him; 
rt the Queſtion to bim, p. 65. Bring their Witneſſes 
for yet fuller. Evidence, p. 38. And were even forced 
to new- model their own Creed, by ſuiling and adapt - 
ing the Terms of their Queſtions, that they might ſo much 
he better detet3 his Hereſy, p. 10. It is undeniably 
plain; Mr. Sloſs and his — were the firſt and 
grand Movers in the. Affair. They themſelves, if 
he Was a Tool, ſet him up for a Tol. They broke in 
upon their own Peace, and his too; and were the 
Cauſe of all the Miſchief done to themſelves and 
him. Mr. Rawſon, it is evident, was entirely paſſive, 
and acted only as he was compelled by them. And 

yet he is repreſented as a turbulent ſeditious Perſon. 
Ibis is the true Spirit f Perſecution. i So our Loxn 
and his Apoſtles were accuſed of Sedition. When 
Men of intemperate Zeal have raiſed Diſturbances, 
andin the Heat of Oppoſition have thrown all things 
into Confuſion, then they add Iniquity to Iniquity, 
by charging the Miſchief they themſelves have yours 
| 1 the peaceable Froteliors of Truth. 


And 


$33.1 : 
And why muſt 15 R4o/on be loaded with the - 
opprobrious Name of an Offender, a ſcandalous,; notes 
rious Offender ? p. 7, 10, Sc. Is he an Offender be- op 
cauſe he could not think with Mr. $/o/s #' But what 
Fault in that? Can a Man force himſelf to think or 
believe as he pleaſeth t The. Perſuaſion of the Mine 
doth not depend upon the Choice of the Willy bug 
n Information; Light, and Evidence. How epuld 
Mr. Sloſs p. 68. expect, Mr. Rawſon ſhould repent of 
his believing what he was convinced was the Truth? 
Ils he a ſcandalous Offender, becauſe he rejected Mr. 
Shſs's uſurped Authority and Juriſdiction over Con · 
ſcience? In that he acted as became a gad Chrifian, 
and will be juſtified and honoured, by all who truly 
love and honour our Loxp Jeſus Cbriſt.— But he 
denied the true Divinity of our Lord, p. 83. It is falſes 
Mr. Rawſon did own. the true Divinity of our, Long 
before them all; when he confeſſed, that God made 
all things by him] and that he is the univerſal 8a 
viour, Lord, and Judge. See Mr. Raw/on' : Nar- 
rative, Pp. 31. nn 


u Bur we are told,/they et a Bh apart for Hemi 1 


arion and Prayer, for Light and Direflian in the Affair 
of Mr. Raw/on's Suſpenſion, p. 65. But what Light 
vnd Direction can People expect, when they wiltully - 
ſhut their Eyes againſt the Light and Truth Gad 
Hath already given them in his Word ? It is. like a 
Man's praying God would feed and fuſtain him, 
when he refuſeth to eat his Meat. And may we 
put the Face of Religion upon Actions wich 
tradict the Laws and Spirit of it ? What faith the 
Prophet? Jainb viii. 4. Bebeld, ye faſt far: Strife and 
Debate, and to ſmite with the Fit of Wiekedneſs. Exen 
Fuſting is conſiſtent with the bittereſt aher, 
and moſb flagrant Injuſtice, 1 King#xxi., 9, 40. % 
The Affectation af the. Terms of Eccleſiaſtical | 
Cote, citing, ſummoning, ſentencing, &c. ate quite 


3 the ** Style of the n. Aud 
H where 
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. 
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where in Scripture will he find any Difference be- 
tween Suſpenſion and Eæcommunication; or the greater 
and lefſer Excommunication ? They are the Fiction of 
the Schools, and have no Foundation in the Sacred 
Writings. There is no Adadiam, according to Goſ- 
pel-Rules, between paring a Man away from among 
'#5, and owning hic as a/Chriſtian Brother. For to 
put him away, whilft his Offenceis doubtful, is more 
than we can juſtify. *Fbrdetvering a Man to Satan, is 
- thing quite different from Excommunication, 
- and fo peculiar to the Aft Office, that in my 
Thoughts, he who ſhould now- a- Days pretend to 
aſſume, and ſhake the Agi Rod, in delivering a 
- Perſon over % Satan, would act but like a poor Lu- 
nmatic in Bedlam; who fancies himſelf a King, plats 
Crows of his Bed-ſtraw;'and ſtruts and raves in the 
Style of Royalty. But Mr. Sleſi means no more by 
ilelbering 10 Satan, than declaring a Perſon re delivered 
10 the Kingdom of Satan, p. 33. I. 2. And yet this 
doth not ſeem to ſtand right. To be in the King- 
dom of Satan, according to Scripture-Language, is 
to be under heatheniſh-Darkneſs and Idolatry, dead 
i Theſpaſſes- and Siu. And I would: gladly know, 
hat Seimſe there ean be in a Matis being delivered 
: Into that Condition, or what End can be anſwered? 
Boe if Mr. Sloſs intended by this Phraſe, of re · ati 
wiring 1o ib Ningdem of Satan; to ſoften his deliver- 
Sy Mr. Raw ſon do 20 Sutan, hy did he not uſe 
chat Expreſſion in the Form of Excommunic ation? 
"Why did he not ſuit and adapt his Terms for once, 
do the Purpoſes of Charity ? Was iv becauſe he had 
à ſacred Regard to Seripture- Words? But, to dau 
I Heretic, he departed from them at Pleaſure. 
Aud it is worm bis while to conſider, if a Spirit. of 
Perſecution did not pr him to tetain in the 
Sentence a Scriprure-Phraſe of ſo dreadſul Sound, 
1 anſwer another Turn, to blacken the ſuppaſed 
Offender, and repreſem him to weak Minds as the 


vileſt 


[ws] 
yileſt of Men, in the moſt wretched and abandoned 
Condition. | 
Ie was abſurd in Mr. Sloſs to addreſs his Sentence 
to an abſear Man. But his uſing the holy Name, by 
which we are called, the Name of our Loxp Je 
Chrift, Lene 


ti-chriſtian, is perſectly ſhocking. | 

Theſe: I have made- withour any 2 
pectation of the leaſt temporal Advantage. — 
no Man's z I court no Man's Favour ; I 
thank God, I fear no Man' Difpleaſfure. I know 
whom I have truſted, even Jzvs, - % King of 
Kings, and Lud of Led, mighty 40 ſave, whe will 
give Reward unto his Servants, ſmall and graat. I ur 
with no other View than to ſerve the Truth, the 


good Friends at Nottingham, the Society of Caſtle- 
| gate, and even Mr. SLoss himſelf, whoſe Welfare 
in all Reſpects I ſincerely deſire; and heartily wiſh 
he may readily admit what he ſees to be Tzvs, and 
clearly diſcover, and unanſwerably confute whate- 
ver is FALSE. I am ſorry he hath given the Publick 
ſuch an indifferent Picture of himGlf and that ir 
Hae 2 5 y Power ta on 
I can tru Ys 2158 1 not te ex 
bur rep oe hl ee Nurs 
Perſecution. an 
will ever oppoſe, as God ſhall enable me; 2 
a . any mere Difference of Opinion, I 
cor a the kindeft Arms of Cbriſtian 
2 And when, O when will the glorious Day 
a — upon our World, when Merkneſs, Forbear- 
and Brotherly-Kindneſs, : ſhall flou- 
hers among 9 — When, ſeting aſide all Par- 
ty-Schemes,—Zeal, and — odious Diſtinctions, all 
ſelfiſh Views, all worldly Emoluments, all Pride 


N 2 and Bitterneſs, we ſhall receive oge 
* H 2 BY 2 


Cauſe of Chriſtian Liberty, Love and Feace z mx 


ah Bigotry, all Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion, all 


* ad x 


ghee upon the true ſcriptural Terms of. Chriſtian 
Communion, that with one Heart, and with one Mouth, 
ave. may all glorify the God and Father of our Lord Feſus 
brit? When ſhall we-ſee the Error and Miſchief 
of that deteſtable Principle, bat Difference of Judę - 
ment, in finding out tbe true Senſe: of Scripture, ſtrips a 
Man of his Chriſtian Character, and giveth us a Right 
to abuſe him? When will the happy State of things 
be erefted, wherein the '#/7tneſfſes of our LorD Je- 
fas. Cbriſt, who: honeſtly endeavour:to vindicate the 
Truths as it is in him, ſhall no longer fgropheſy clothed 
in Sackcloth*, ,uodet the heayy — of unrigh- 
teous Cenſure and: Jolultt. r go Lok „ . 
COME e 
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S ſeem to me not to have rightly 
4 underſtood the Senſe and Spirit of the Paſſages 
in the two Epiſtles to the Corinthians, relating to the 


inceſtuous Perſon, I ſabmit the following Paraphraſe 
and Remarks to the Judgment of the Learned. 


1 COR, Chap. V. 


Ver. 18. Now ſome Par. 18, But while * I only | 


are puſſed up, ar though ſend Meſſengers, and defer 
TITTIES coming to Corinth" in Perſon, 
ſome grow inſolent, and dare 
to contemn my apoſtolic Mifſi- 
19. But Twill come on and Authority.—But by the 
wy cr nn Divine Permiſſion, I intend to 

, , not y 1 . . 

the Sperch of them thas be with you in a little Time; 
are puffed up, but the and then I ſhalt examine. not 
POWER. only the eloquent Diſcourſes of 
- thoſe inſolent© Perſons, but I 


urpoſe to have a Trial of 
20. For the Kingdom POwER with them. For un- 


of Ged is mt in Word, der "the preſent Diſpenſation, 


| but * FOVEE .. the Goſpel is not only declared ; 


* 


to us by Words and Arguments ;\ 


. 242 = | 1 0 a 83 : 
*, Per. 18. Q | | 0 | ds . &c. 4 v. 3. ©; H of. 
Qe, as well as ut * LA. is uſed 6 9 2 with Relation 


to Time, in all Authors, and frequently in the New Tefament. 


It fignifieth wu En, Luke i. 23, 44.—ii. 15, 39 — iv. 25.— u. 4. 
= 1.— xy. 25.—xix. 41. John ii. 23- And many other 

Places. W NILE, Luke. xxiv. 32. Jabs xx. 11. Ads i. 10. 
17.—xili, 25,—xvi. 4.—xxii. 25. But while I c. not myſelf 


unte you, ſome are puſſed up. 


1 
| 


. 1 
but it is, in all thoſe who have 
2 true « 
ed with the mighty Powzs of 
God, either working falutary 
Miracles, or inflicting 
ments upon the obſtinately dil- 


obedient. — And I defire you 


would all conſider, whether you 
chooſe I ſhould come among 
* in Severity or Clemency. 
or as you behave, 

pear, either with the Terrors of 
the apoſtolic Rod, f or in Love, 


and the Spirit of Gentleneſs.— 
And there is a Caſe, which, in 


the mean while, will put your 
Obedience to the Proof. All the 
World knows you entertain a- 
mongſt you, a Perſon, who is 
guilty of a Species of Fornicati- 
on, to which even the Heathens 
the mſelves are Strangers; a Per- 
ſon, who cohabits with his Fa- 
ther's Wife. — And you truly, 
inſtead of being grieved at this 
ſcandalous Fact, and inſtead of 
removing the Offender from a- 
mong you, are led by Party 
Zeal and Pride to connive at 
him; and ſcreen him. But how 
careleſs or diſorderly ſoever you 
are, L. am reſolved todo my Du- 
ty; and therefore I do tell you 
aſluredly, that even now, 7 


Judg- 


olic Miſſion, attend - 


zt. What will e 
Shall I come unto you 
with the ROD, or in 
Lee, and in the Spirit 


Marinee? 
] ſhall ap- — 4 


Crar. V. | 
Ver. t; 1t is report- 


- od commonly, that there 


is Fornication 

you, and ſuch Fornicati- 
tion, as is not ſo much as 
named among the Gen- 
tiles, that one 

have his Fatber Wife. 


2. Ard ye are pofed 


10. and haue not rab * 


mourned, that bi that 
bath done this Died 
might be taken away 
from among you, 


3. For I werily as ab- 
fent in Body, but preſent 
in Spirit, have judged 
already as though I were 
preſent, concerning him 
that hath done alis Dad. 


+ Fer. 21. 78. the Rod, hath evident Reference to - 


Kit» Power, in the two foregoing Verſes, 
Fir. 3. Eye jy van, is manifellly ſpoken in oppoſition to 


the 


4. In the Name of 


our Lord Teſus Chriſt, 

| are gat 
rogether, and my Spirit, 

with the PowER of our 


Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


5. To deliver ſuch a 
one unto Satan, for the 
Deftrudion of the Fleſh, 
that the Spirit may — 
ſaved in the Day of . 


5 ok Lou Boring 18 
ye not 


. 
8 » * » 


4 
3k RJ? 


eee 2 
your Duty. But 7! 


nn a 
. a4 dee ote, 
7 HE Vee pa Fun cls, ed may ber het 


de 


= Them i, I 


© wanton Piech: that being hum- 


© blameable, and of 
Tendency. Know. ye not that 
| Wickelach the Leaves 


* ; 
3 10 wr 72 % V 


deres 


r 


4 
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11 am. abſent. i in, Perfon, bur 


pteſent with you in Spirit, dis 2 


real. A and ee | 


to. deliver my Man, by is 
guilty of this foul Crime, to 
Catan, to pain and conſume h 


bled, and brought to true 
entance, his Spirit may 5 
ved in the Day of our 

— Ver. 4. This "Stroke Ih 
inflict by the Authority of Jeſus 
Chriſt in ra 2 of yout 
Church, where m 

. Pu al be 


Heart and Conſent, 
with you, attended with the Al- 


mighty Power of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. {This I am deter- 
mined to do, unleſs you prevent 
it, by performing the Duty, 
you have hitherto negleQed.] 
er 6. Tour glorying, in 


your new Leader, which — 


hindered you fcom 17 
Duty in this Lal, is ughly 
perniciqus 


cds: 1 


* 


— infolent6pirit 


IV. 18. 


/ 


| 
| 
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| 
| 
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pf 4 ſpreading Nature? 
Purge out therefore the Leaven 
"of Uncleanneſs from among 
that you may be a new 

and pure Maſs according to-the 
Profeſſion you make, and the 
Obligations you are under to 
true Holineſs, For Chriſt our 
Paſſover is ſlain for us — Then, 
as the Jews, after the Paſſover, 
kept the Feaſt of unleavened 
Bread, an Emblem of an holy 
ife, let us renounce all former 
ickedneſz, and live accord- 
ing to the moſt perfect Rules 
of Truth. Tou ſhould have 
put away this Fornicator, from 
amongſt you, upon the Inſtruc- 
tions I have already given you, 
without any further Interpoſiti- 
on of. mine : For I wrote to you 
before, that you ſhould not 
keep Company with" Fornica- 


tors. - Meaning, not that you 


ſhould have no Manner of 


Converſation with the uncon- 


verted Heathens that are lewd 
and vicious. For then it is not 

ſ6ble you ſhould do any Buſi: 

eſs in the World.—But if you 
- miſtook me before, I tell you 
now expreſly, you are to have 
no Society with a profeſſed 


Chriſtian, ho is · Lewd, Covet- 
ous, an Idolater, Railer, Drun- 
kard, Extortionęr, no, not ſa. 
Wuch as to eat with him. Not 


thoſe who are ont of the Church, 
whom 


7. Purge out there- 
fore __ old Leaven, that 


ye may be a new Lump, 
as ye are unleawened. 


For even Chrift our 
_— is ſacrificed for 


F 


8. Therefore let ws 
1 the Feast, not with 


old Leaven, neither with 


the Leaven of Malice and 
Wikedneſs ; but with 
the unleavened Bread of 
Sincerity and Truth. 


| * J vurote unte you 
in an Epifle, not io ac- 
company with Fornica- | 


fors. 


to. Tet not altogether 
avith the Fornicators of 
this Warld, or with the 
Covetous, or Extortion- 
ers, or auith [dolaters ; 
for then muff! ye needs go 
out of the World. | 

11. But now 1 have 
wwriten unto you, not to 
keep Company, if any 
Man that is called a 
Brother, be a Fornica- 
tor, or Covetous, or an 
Idolater, or a Railer, on 
4 Drunkard, or an Er. 
tortioner, with ſuch. a 
one, no not to eat. 
12. For wuhat have 
T to do to judge them alia 


ID 
: went of God, but thoſe who 
wah © -- are: Members of it, come un- 
deer the Rules of Chriſtian Diſ- 
13. Bur them that cipline. Wherefore, if you 
. Regard tome, orany 
that wicked Perſon, ened Stroke of the apoſtolic , 
8 Rod, I charge you, apply 
yourſelves immediately to the 

puting away of that inceſtuous 

Noris, W e te 


About the Succeſs. of this apoſtolic Threatening 
and Command; Paul wagyprodigiouſly ſolicitous. 
After the Letter he ſent Tilus, and another Chriſti» 
an Brother to Corinth, probably to obſerve, and 
bring him Word, what Effect it had, 2 Cor. xii, 18. 
And very uneaſy he was, till Titus returned, 2 Cor. 
ii. 12, 13. But greatly comforted, when he found the 
Corinthians were rightly affected with this, and other 
Parts of his Letter, and had applied themſelves, 
with a Mixture of Sorrow and Zeal to the reform- 
ing of this and other Diſorders; had openly rebuked 
the Fornicator, and diſowned Communion -with - 
him; by which he was brought to deep Humilia- 
tion. This, probably, the Corinthians had deſired 
Titus to notify to the Apoſtle ; and that they were 
expecting his further Orders about the inceſtuous 
Perſon. Upon this he wrote to them as follows, 


| _.. © 2 COR. Chap. II. | 
| 9 A Ver. 4. With a heavy Heart, 
* er arg , and weeping Eyes, I wrote 
2 unto you about the Caſe of the 
| | Tearsy T inceſtuous 


vr. 13. Kat eZapeiſe Tov rt — * Is a (mart X 
peremptory, ooo 1m and — Way ſpeaking. q. d. 


[ 122 by 

inceſtuons Perſon: not to cauls 9 — that you 2 
your Sorrow yl but in Fruth to , „ | grieves, but 
2 a Demonſtration of my 2 ry 7 

Affection to — abundintly unto you. 
1 — CE myſelf AG £3 
| eo de ches, <Congiaguion 

—_ bur that Affair gave me unonſi- — 
neſs only * us to chat Part vic TY * 
ſideth with your bew Leader; - 
I did not queſtion the right 
Obedience of the reſt,” It is 
proper I ſhould inform you of 
this, that I may not lay, or con- 
tinue a Burthen of Sorrow where 


it is not due.— As to the Caſe 1 5 
i" "8 of /7 1 
of that unhappy Perſan; ſee- heh was mer ts 


ing the ReBuxe, 5 given by 
ht ed fe e e . 5 
. oh. . ts , | - TLOBEETS © ; — 


+ 4 ils ) 1 FRY" 
"he I nie 
, * 1 * ry * 0 » * 1 * Fa # x 
bs oe thin vn twig 15 
© £ 5 . 5 > * 27 


1 ble fy e 8 
ſu 225 Flliptis. Thus; 2 15 afioned. TOY to me [with 
Ee eo the vol: Cong mw: 255 as to a Part of you. 
Ibid. Amro yes: St. P y uſeth this Fhraſe to fignify 
4 Part of e 19 whom glee re N 25.— 


XV. 15. 2 Cn i. 1 Whitby upon this Pla 

1 8 ET: 1 the Noe, 5 Lag 1 * ny Py: Place of 
G06 l. f Peril v, from whence it is 
derived, — frequently; jou) 55 Seth 8 to 
charge, Aich but neyet to puniſh, . See. Mar. viii. 128 — i 
Ni. 22.—xvii. 18.— ix. 13. x. 31. 
Viv. 39.— viii. 30, 32, 327511 2 4 Lale v. 35. 
30, 41. — viii. 24 1 27 42, . 30 n 39- 
ix. 39.==XXijl. 40. AN. Iu RE: e in Lake 

cate 


Fa . Our c Brad bt. zo 
deal wi an ff 9 1 x ed Seen tn | 


$71/0/40 
| 2 n e a h 
tell him of. his Faul. * ſe are all 
a whtre Eniipas is ud | 


-— 


t 
Le 3 — — 


« Vous, I to own him agaid a0 4 
ver Chriſtian Brother, and to com- 
too much Sorrow, be diſcoura- 
ged from the Chriſtian Faith, 
and return into his former Gen- 
wa e winnen, 


* Foe 


+ * CR IF TP see * 
1 Cr. v. 5. refers to his bad Chr ,q, . 

+ Per. 7. Whether unser refers t ma jen er lage in wr. 5. 
as Mr. Lock thinks, or ſtands as 1 have put it, let | 
judge. . I doubt not it refers to Emxiltjutet aun, as 42 was the 
Boundary of their Proceedings, q. d. Inſtead of fur- 
ther, ri, on the contrary, you ought to retreat. 

| Zi, XapiGopuets ; doch not properly and peculiarly fignify to 
forgive, or remit Sin but 20 Pew [evo unto, to dal favourably 
with, in Oppoſition to rigorous Proceed 17 
2 7. MyTo;—xarevoly. This, 1 judge, tefers to his 
Chriflian State, The Apoſtle was afraid, left, by an exceflive 
Load of Grief, his Chritian Faith and Profeſſion uld be over- 
whelmed, or made to vaniſh and ceaſe ; (i. e. left he ſhould re- 
lapſe into Heatheniſm) in the ſame Senſe as Death or Mo 
will entirely ceaſe, when perſect and efdleſs Life commenceth, 
1 Cor. xv. 54. 2 Cor. v v. 4. Or as the 2 1 were overwhelm- 
ed and ingulphed in the Red Sea, xi. 29. Thus the A. 
| werfary the Devil, is ſaid, 1 Pet. v. 8. to fwllew up, or devour 

Chriflians, who are not fobey and arc yal, when he draws 
them from the Principles of true Religion, into the Kingdom of 
Dare, or Heatheniſm. The Word in all theſe Places i is the 
ſame is bere in the Text. The Senſe I have gi mare 


ES bt. deeper the Ten Ties, has 


be loſt among the Heathen, by being b La. . ET | 
3» 


. e 10 re to their ow Land: 
85s 4. 


%) 


cartieſt, ech you, that ye would 


Lag „T make it mj 
| 5 fieular Requeſt, chat you 
200 d'renew and Fontſnöe your © 
fordert Love: to him,” as if he 
never Had offended In this 
whole Affair, ty Deſign was to 
y what Regards you had t 
hed as the" Apo ef Fee 
give hi $ further Proof, how 
willing you' ate to follow my 
Counſels and Directions. And 
be aſſured, I am ready on my 
ec to deal favourably with 
Perſon, whom ye, upon 
| his Repenrance, ſhall think fit 
to receive ag ain into your Con 6 
8 3 wo Iam 77 
to do 1 ce; as I am 
the ee Chrift. For if 
I have ſhewn Favour to the in- 


confirm your Love to- 
ranma tac: # 


ry fi to this End 
alſo did 1 write, that 7 
might know the P 
of you, whether ye 
dient in all things. 


And 'I deſire you would 


10. To whom ye for- 
give any thing, I for- 
give aff; for if fer- 
give any thing, to whom 
1 forgave it, for K - 
Sakes forgave I it, 


171 Parjn of chi. Y * 


i — 


ceſtuous Perſon; if I have for- 


born the Uſe of the apoſtolic 
Rod, I have not done it upon 
my own Head, or out of my 
own perſonal Lenity and Kind- 
neſs ; 757 through you, [i ola! 
upon account of the proper 
Steps you have taken to reform 
him, atid as di Fear, to you 


the . and Kind ne . dur 
| Lord 


tu Kor: 


189 x 


alen | 
_ 


1% 4 3 


+ Fer * ery 1s Goo PEAT — Far as Foy 
uro, Which lignifies in relatioe, or ee to, the Affair laſt 


mentioned. 


O. How careful the Apo 


Me. is, leaſt, the des | 


| ſhould be too much frighted with the Terror of the pie Reg, 
and entertain an unfavourable Opinion of the Goſpel, as rigo- 


rous and ſevere. 


1 44 1 


A 


\'3 3s? a td'Fefus 3 bor Will 
| 12110 ö 1 — 8 jb Rod ſh = 
1; atan ould 7 ring 
I wh "I rae; 05 1 25 | 
of bu Devices, © nat;-by 5 8 A 
F356 k 11.00 1 "vii er this-Jevere Dil | 


1 21 10 74 - over-reached- by 
rn 9er! tempted dip or 
ea Diſtaſte agaiaſt he 
Religion. For we 3 * . 
ic o vo. | defireth" 10 bave us; that bo 
ol on ., eee and raketh'a 


ns Advan to ſeduce, and ru 
ig: Biel an us fromm if Fran, offy K 7}, 
£13 YOU L 5 Meg th 


| Fo or. the lowing Reaſotis L judge WY Offender - 
was not delivered-to: Satany/'and that þ he came Under 
no other kind of Diſci . j'bur what Ae executed 
by the Congregation one... Ass 1918 
I. Becauſe the Apoſtle evidently debt what 
they were to do, and what be would do, as two 
different things. For he blameth them, that they 
had not done their Part without his further Admo- ; 
nitions, upon the Directions he had before given 
them, 1 Cor. v. 9. And he chargeth them expreſſy 
to do it now, And his Orders to them, were not 
to deliver the Yap > to 3 16055 * 2 to = 


IT 


T it im- 
9. d. © But how 
ny rlicſ ſoever you 
„Iam reſolved to-do 


« are, I tell you for n 
* my Duty as an wr, 
II. The Partigle aul (2 Cor. ii. 6. Exec = 


the — the Cenſure Hſelf given by the mam, | 
| i. e. by ä 


SN. 


t 8 1 


„ pe n 
| judged the Rebulte Gen, withour any 
__—— Otherwiſe, why ſhould' he 


fay,. that the Rebuke . or_the 1 + alone, 
ws by th 
tu, 0 doth not ſay one Word, 2 Cer. i ii. . 


the penitent Offender out of the Hands 
of Solan; Which ſurely he would have done, had 
he dee him t& Satan. But all that was to be 
Gone in refering him, nz to be done by the Corin- 
len Church, in renewing their Love to him. And 
a to the Affair of delivering him 1 . 
eth upon it no than co give a Neaſon, why 
it was ok Will of » that the Diſciples ſhould 
not come too frequently under that kind of Diſci- 
line, leſt they ſhould be _over-reacbed by Satan, &c. 
which falls in exactly with the Sup that 
the ingeſtuous Perſon did not come the Stroke 
of the apofolic Rod. Bur I ſubmit e 00108 
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